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EPISTLE 
T.O 
PROTESTANTS 


HE Communion of Sgints, or their prrtaki 
in the ſame Word, the ſame Callin ly * 
Warfare, and the ſame Hopes, Fl rhe ſts 

Lord and Head, being the Commyiniop "of the Cniver- 
al Chriſtian Church ; mo true Chriſtiatt reaſonably "tak 
reſtrain his Fellowſhip to any partigular Church, ſo as to 
with-hold it from others, who rgctive , the Holy Scripture 
or their Rule, and pro = ſitve God according to the 
Diretions moſt evidently therein contained, as all Pro- 
teſtants do. No Proteſtant therefore ought to look upon 
himſelf as being of a Wifferent Communion from other 
Proteſtants ; and it muſt never be his Fault, if others 
'Ewbo acknowledge the ſame Rule of Religion,” do not either 
aFtually live in the ſame Fellowſhip, or reckon themſelves 
to be all of the ſame Communion. For they are infalli- 
bly Schiſmaricks, who reje&t from rhem thoſe whony. 
Cad rejedts nor from him. For that Reaſon, I profeſs 
to take up no Party of Proteſtants, excluſiyely to any 
ther which Follows the Proteſkant Grounds; but, as 1 
efire to_ be an Univerſal Chriſtian, I would therefore be 

Uninerſ4l. Proteſtant. Thus I am a Member of the 
Church of England, /o as to be likewiſe a Member of the 
whole Proteſtant Church 3; and all Proteſtants that urs | 
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_ The Epiſtle. 
| Ford of God for tho Rule of their Faith, and whoſe 


3s ſuitable to the Brate Principles, I efteem[* 
5 877 we Denomination ſoever they]: 


If all egos would entertainf; 
obey 


thi theny to ; 
£4. ſet $i they duty It 

the Princip ' of Mugs ea 5g bo e 1 
ton Proteſtants the enſuing Treatiſe, which demonſtrates + 
tbe nechſſity por this modirate, and tray Catholick,” Chri 
od for Union which 


$ thar diftinguiſt 
urch from the Church of Rome. Ma 
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PREFACE 


 Shewiny the Occaſion and Deſegn 0 
| > - this Treatiſe, - F. 


"Hoever . confi oy Miſchiefs of the many 
Diviſioas that Reign attng Proteftanrs, ack 
not bur be fenfible rharthe--Church of 

dath not withott Reaſon upbraid -us- with our Di: 
fentions. There &5therefore'no Se& of Proreſiants 
but makes Proje&ts bf Unior after"their own- Con- 
ceprions, wiſhing for the Peace and Unity of Feruſa- 
lem. Bur moſt Pa not only ſeem to over-look 
the rrue, and fcriprobit Way of Lnion, bur they al- 
moſt unjverſally recur ro that very vicious and anti» 
chriſtian Method, which themſelves ſomerime repre- 
hend in the Church of Rome, when they differ with 
her ; which is no fair way of dealing, to play faſt 
and looſe, which cexrainly can ne honour to the 
Reformation ; ſo thar 'ris indubitably the intereſt of 
every Proteſtant to diſclaim ir. 

The Method that Papifts make uſe of for Union, 
is this : They ſuppoſe” in the firſt place thar their 
Head, or the majority of their Leaders, whom go. 
call the Church Repreſentative, or both jointly, are 

pprecrfully and-irrefiftibly mov'd and guided by the 
oy Ghoſt, 'and thence they conclude that moſt-in- 
fallibly they are in the righr in whatever they dedare 
"_ to be done or believed with relation to Ret» 
gion; 


Prefate: 

op Founded or! this Principle, the Ohwtrch of Rome 
ererh- and deretmirerh-what ro them ſeemerh beft, 
jy Magiſterially itvpoſerlt rhe fare, 'upon all that 
COS tO m7; uri{diction, -as neceſſary Terms 
mini ſte ibſotitely alldweth Hoit 
T7 in,U « e/ her'{thar ſubnfir not"intirely to 

he fn and: r-arbirraty InjuriRions. | 
"= Ep: rags, Ar Vaity, do nor m—_— 
of 4 ing Bu ting this, which is the ky "= 
ciple "ds Papiſts "gy *apen, the #hoft parr of Pro- 
nts generally follow ' the Popiſh Method. They 
f E divers Terms of Clmunion, © ro diſtinguifh 
oe bn Sets from one another, barritig thereby 
ER, bur rheffiſelyes from their dj fin Corhniv- 
oo, or, conte themſelves with the gronatity 
rerms of Union preſented ro us in Seriprute « 
= _ aiong w the Sctipture to their 
own particular Tu ts, deciding Whatever may Þe 
ona panic X27 LS 2 an Nibaay, that rione can 
4tlow to another Party, to make fiich partial Regu- 
tatiohs that! many who' ne Y Fog oly _ rure as 
well as they, may very fn diſa- 
greeable ro God and' fe oe a with Relipicn + In a 
word,  havirig, made DeciGots and Determinations af- 
ter their own Thoughts, they in poſe-'e em. on all thar 

will live in Union with them 


Thus you will join in Commitinioh with a ſort of 
Prot on muſt believe the” real Preſence of 
Tala in the achariſt, and the Conſabſtantiarion of 

Body arid Blood with the Bread and Wine. 

Wn me: you mult actually iy proves. the indiſpenfible 

neceſfi ity.of rhe Baptiſm of Adult Perfons. You ſhall 


por. be admirted to rhe Communion of others, If you 
do nax underſtand ſome Texts of Scfiprure to import 
abfoſure 1 Predeſtinarion and Reprobagjon, — 
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Preface; 
. «But the Moderation. of the Church. of. E: Cans 
not be. too, much-praiſed, in tharx, ſhe offeceth-ngt her 
Anicles to. be received. as. indiſpenkbly. necefary- in 
themflves,.. bur, as Tens of PRICE, being ſo declared 
to..be by the generaliry. of our; Diyines, (their Inter 
preters,). as. may. be ſhewn. our. of their | Writings; 
whereas moſt  orber, Parties. and ively: 10+ 

on- thaſe that, will unize with them, . their Regu- 

ions and, Decifians, 4s -if they were Certain. 

Theſe Deciſions, and this Obftinacy in making them, 
and; the like, Terms. of Communion, is the ſcnrce of 
all Divifion and Schiſm, For if they are ſuch as all 
thoſe that ſincerely adhere to the Holy Scripture can- 
not receive, then in caſe of Diſagreement, they muſt 
inevitably-divide... This is the Foundation on which 
the , following Treatiſe is. built, That all*DiviGons 

Proteſtants. came. from. their gat keeping to 
the 'Latitude: of the $crigeure., It. is therefofe my De- 
fign to ſhew that as. we would all be united, and be 
clear from the guilt. of Divigon and Schiſm, we are 
bound to keep inviolgbly to the. Latitude of Scriptupe: 
This is the that, I lay down, and enforce by all 
Conſiderations able to perſuade. If in any particular 
I make par a right Application of that Rule, lex ir be 
ſhewn and I am ;reedy to yield ; for 1 am convinced, 
and bave ſaid enaugh ro convince others, that the Rule 
it ſelf is indiſputable,and beyond. all aoubr is to be xe» 
ceived by all thoſe that hold the Word of God far their 
only Guide, and are-defirous ro do their part that at 
all zime there be Unixy. in the,Church, that Contro- 
verkes be pacified, and the Tywth be ever ſecured. 

In the firſt place therefgre, I -particularly deſcribe 
and cxplain what I rake ro be the.neceffary Way. of 
Union, which I call the Goſpel- Terms of Communian, 
the Mered of Scripture, or in ſhort Seripturaliſm.. Then 
I urge what Arguments:there are. for the-Reaſonable- 
neſs and Neceflity of this Metbed, And in the laft 
A 4 place, 
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that, can be fram- 


Sf! 217900" 'C] 


th 4. Irs 60 mary is written 
, TT: 081 '. iPepfons be verſed 
;Uys artarter 3;then;. the Menrer is mooring enough 
A geiyig* 3p j{elf., We onght 46 be.coment to-rc- 
e 10,g90d &' thing! as Pruthj\oven when offered: us 
Du wes were in.caubeniVeſſels And if this be fir to 
ade the meanck Capacities may not be uſclels 

&U AADVITET ne; Þ 114 6 
Lo wor rel wth ae nd Ho bil io. heh 
Mow pow Ramp, hope when it is fars 
J, of meaning: macularly: 
ies, vi wile Fareed and/ owned Larne fit and 
_ F045 rw reve rome: hou urges 


vi 20k 22041 \v 
Eg + Crinha ae though, will. be of- 


Repetnions in- this Freatiſe. Bur they 
ebar gbey conld nox- be avoided, and: 
d. bejno. le iha:Diſcopeſe of this .Navure , 
ar. pfien the ſame. Things Which are uſed for: 
ouſt hive; for- Anſwers , + and- thae the 
-apſwer; many Objedtions, as appears 
with them, . as-abe:ſame Rule {erves 
a1 Arvepali Things, to 'which- for. thar-end. ie 
plied. © ;.Jr was-then abſolurely neceſſary rey 
Things ro*anſwer all ObjeRtions, rhere- 
nee: aha: 1. would eftabliſh,.;vur of the. reach 
vi. Sg greaceſt Evidence. and Light ;-and 
the.marter 48-4 portaar and. of - fo. great a Conſe» 
gunner, that 4 as tannar\be too much-inculcared,. Who 
think-iz wedions,--if hereby: the true Way of 
Unjoo were diſcayered 2nd perſuaded ?. We. had ow 
certainly 
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Prefs * 
cerminly falewinro fo many-Difpure, not broken irs 
to ſo oy” Divifions, nor ar danger of TRES, 
ifahis Merhbd;Yhe Method of S85ptIve, had betm fol- 
16wed:by-21f 'Proreftants ar the- firſts Fhete would bt 
hive beer railed' Diffettions "as there has beeti "aboux 
tho-Semiments of Predeſtination, -nor-the like, if Pris 
ceftancs had kept ro che Goſpel-Termy of Union." Infide, 
hone; Frhink; will condemn rhe-Reptitions that rity oc. 
cur in this Treatiſe, if in fo ſhotr 4'Diſcourſe T have in- 
vincibly afertcd rhe certain Way bf Peace, 'ang of the 
Prefervarion'-of 'Fruth. ' Tt is* better ro have: fome 
Books; if they be -very uſcfu],” rhan mor ro have thetn 
becauſe they are not abſolutely perfect.” Some perhaps 
will find fault wirh the long Quotations, whether or-no 
atways noted 'a$\ſach,” that (in their | Thoughts) rhis 
fhort 7 Treatiſe is; ar ran with; Bur as es, 
have' noching ' parrieujar from many ethers, who have 
done Service tothe Publick-;' fo 1 Labs qudged that it 
might haves good effe&t ro imroduce ſome (genera 
eſteemed by How mes —_— chiefly I write) exacty' 
king we; 'r may not appear alone in-my 
; 20s. ag And :feeing 1 would have ſaid the ful-" 
ſtance . of 'rhe Things contained” in thoſe Quorerieng 
I. have concluded that I con!d- do'-no'berter than ww 
make uſe of thoſe Words that are excellently firrgd wy 
my: parpoſe ; nor contenting my (elf to refer the Rea-" 
der; - as is ſometime uſual, to the Places cired, | 
cauſe rhey are ſo material, and Readers ſeldom will” 
be! at the rrouble to conſulr the: Paſſbges they ar 4e- 
referrcd:ro; and-ir may be have not the by 
them. . 
"Bur it will be faid,, Whar need" ro- mialtiply Books, 
if-as'to the Subſtance here is norhing' new, bur what 
orhers have already thought and ſaid before ? Nihite# 
jam ditum, quod non'ditium fit privs.” 1} confeſs, _ , 
have in a great meaſufe recommended rhe ſame 
thod I-propoſe for Union, as appears by. the mo 
whic 


by 


- Diſconilſe on. a Poitit. that” ſeems nor. 


' 


Preface. 


which I. quote..  Bur-none ever wrote purpoſedly, that 
T\kneaw of, about--ir, ;to. eſtabliſh and. defend it as it is 
here Kone, Some indeed, have faid famething of it by 
the, by, and- perhaps; pblerved forme, of the Reaſons 
that there are for; Bur-rhis matter was not treated 
Inethodically nor. fully} before, nor the Reaſons/thay 
may he ubjeded againft; ic confdered. Here all the 
OhbjeQions againſt ir, and the Arguments for ir are 
rolleQed- ropether,  and:rhe Expedtent-.ir ſelf, or the 
Merhod of Union, .is: clearly and diftin@ly.repreſents 
ed and\explained ;. {o,that there-may be reaſan to-hope 
that%as ir will be mote eafily underſtood, ſo it may 
tare generally be -approy'd and. recery'd. 
© Yer, -pofſibly, -ſome.will even rake ir-ill rhat, write 
ing ro Proteſtants; I chiefly walaneg 724 my whole 
diſputed by any 


of them, and wherein; conſequently,: there lieth ng 
difficulry,.thar -is,.\ That, no Perfon1or :Perſons what» 
ſoever- axe 10 make _ Mag terial Determinations. and 
ipoſ# them on orhers 3; for, they will ſay, there is ao 
Proreſtarit' that thinks orherwile,. or. that ever ſpeaks 
apaint this Aſertion, fo rbar-whar 1 do ſeems ro be 


mixth the-ſame as if.one went abour ro. prove in gene- | 


M'to us that we-.are not infallible , .which our {clvcs 


"+Janfweer, the difference is very. great. For the hold- 
iy odr ſelves not infallible is a-Poine- of Speculation 
wh8ſe Connexion with the . Practice is often ſomcwhar 
, \which then may be. liable ro mittake,  rhu' 
"that Principle ought im _reafon to have an in+ 
fluence upon _ our, Actions, - conſiſtent, with ſuch a 


Theory {© Howbeir if any contradict irar any time in 
their Praftice, rhar mult be ſhewed.them ;. and tht: þ 
ſafficerh, becanſe the Principle:is. nor queſtioned, and 
Eannor be thought ro be difpured in; the Theory : by 
thoſe ' that expreſly affect _ ir, . notwithſtanding: rheic 
afﬀing conrtery. 19.that -T cnet, x being, poſſible they 

Bur 


Fe. nor that they do lo. 


3-7, 7. on. i. i.e 03 nd Af. ame. ono. ac. 


BESS 


Prefate. 
Bat the holding it either Hwfal or unfawfal for 
ahy ro make Magiſterial Determinations dtd to'impeſt 
then on others, is a Ptinciple' that has an exptels and 
neceſſary, an imnitdiare and viſible Contiexion with 
the Practice which is to follow from'ir ; 'for even rhat 
Pra&ice is expreffed in the Prifieiple it fel, And 
therefore if any fail in the PraQtice,” hefe, rh&yyinay 
juſtly be ſuſped&ed ro fail ih the Theoty t60 ,” atid& 
td need to be better informed in their Speculatign, 
ds not being well grounded or n6r ſtedfaſt in'ir ;'i6 
that it would not. ſuffice in this caſe-to repreſerie iy, 
them that their Aiors do not ſit with ſuch a Prin= 
ciple, becauſe that is palpable, 'they Eannot- bat ſed" {t 
themſelyes, and conſeguenily the thiſtake mult necel-', 
ſarily be about the Principle it Telf. Fo 
'T ain then, I miſt confeſs, very fat froni believing 
that all Proteftants'are really perſuaded that "tis nor 
Iawful to make Magiſterial Determinations and r6 i= 
$4 them 6n "others, ſceing: thar” they generally do 
th, and that is actually rhe civſe of all the Mi! 
chief, all the Divifion, Schiſm and Animotiry amor 
them; whereas if they took a cohtrary Met 


they 'might be united, notwithſtanding all their Dif: 


ferences, 2s may be ſhewn in evefy particular. 
Things being ſo, it mult then be acknowledged that 
it is of rhe greateſt importance ahd neceſſiry to per- 
ſuade firmly ro Proteſtants the common and indifpen- 
ſible Obligarion of following the Method. which ex- 
clides Magiſterial Determinations and Impoſitions. Not 
bur rhat (I readily grant) the Proteſtant Principles 


certainly imply this Method, and condemn Inpoſitions 
id Det:rminations, as was obſerved: But in ſumm, 
if the greareſt part of Proteſtants not only ſeem noe. 
to ſee ir, but actually deny ir by their Attions, as I 
aid, it 1s very fir to Tay before ther their Princip'es, 
nd ſhew. whar they ought ro do ro at agreeably ta 
them ; - which doing they will be berrer vnited, and 
upon 


= 


"generally afe, 6ud arid conteired)ofÞt doth not. 


are cor right.” Atid when they are ſo prepaſfeffed, 


v NOT» afd* [pa ery doth Raftmeſs and Paflich lead 


Proefacd, 


(dg thati the” Church-of Rome; ſe- 
> Ae A 68 Union -willobe che. #/brd. of 
6, whereas tht 'of the Papifts4v nfpubailr. on. the 
HE liripe i648 bf Men.” Dafluremy ſelf there- 
Har''as nd" Protefiaht tah oppoſe: the Soriptural 

bod of Don w jrhour'” 'expreſly renouncing the Prin» 
Shear $ bf ri6n;' 10 noPapift:will ever. be 

ny ing ins heaſohable- to overthrow: it. 

pede. t,' the- eratiry 6f-Menz: thro' their own 
plr,” have, '{6" ccioned therifetves to--go wrong, 
that they katy "tr 11 'fdes imaginable of a Pro- 
poſition, and t hold of any” handle abour it before 
Y, "bir upon, "that Which is the” righr;; and in the 
" time they '#re unjuſt rowards thoſe from whom 
differ, an tiey t themſ#bves:in' danger of ne» 
doi right: to the Trath; thus runging the grear- 
of Hazards,” atid ''vf being'-che! Authors of the 
et Miſchief! "AI which they-are wilfully guilty 
The raſh * ab haſty in theto Fudgmenrs. ny 


web as enter 1nt6' their” Thoughty-rhat they. may. 
ul ” edfily take” ir"for [granted rhar cbey 


nathing .can be Truth to them bur that which, they 
hold ; their Picjudices make” rhent» over-look rhe 
298, and Evidence of all! thatzan be ſaid againſt 
Opinions”; 4nd rheir/ ofily Laimi_is-ro baffle. .and 

rb upon their Advetſaries. Thais Men often. refit 
- es cop ns others, ' when” actually they have ;por 
Tenth part 6f "*what"is'2o be conſidered 

be) r oF: "and pertlaps underſtand nothing,(per- 

ly of the'Qu Queſtion ; hazarding: with rhe boldeſt Te- 
"he poſfible* th 'craſh''the{ Truck,--ro! fight, 4gainſt 
\ God, and crucific Chriſt anewg”7-To:rhar height of 


en ! 


vw ", 
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Preface. 

It is no wonder: thatwith ſuch a Diſpoſition Men run 
mro Error : Gott: never defigned, that, in the dark, 
they ſhould luckily flumble mpon, $hbe Truth. | 

Indeed, every. fincere -and pigus Borton may with 
God's Grace: diſcern his Dyzy.... Bat © then a; Man 
otighr norro bewanring to hin q ene \ 12 

© Eternal Salvartitin. is of ſuch vaſt, mamenr, that 'no 
careleſs Perſons can be. though, worthy. of it: Ir" is 
juſtly efteemed ro: deſerve onr belt. Ceonhderati bes 

If we will a& therefore as,;we. ought ro. do in. a 
matter of rhis Conſequence; 'thar, we may have nothi 44 
wherewith © reproach our ſelycs, ah ro anſwef for 
before Almighty. God ;; we are ra rake all' the cap 
poſſible thar we be nor. miſ-informed, and that we 
miſtake nor thro# our-faolc op. neglect. For if, we #6 
ſo, ' we ſhall be:inexcuſable. ; We mult nor then alt6- 
gether hearkeh ro-our,own Sentiments, (as is fo uſagl,) 
and only: conſutr-ont own Conceptians : Bur certa 
if we will nog run; -inco the very. ſame guilty DN- 
poſirion of thoſe. that crucified our Saviour ,, ' 
muſt carefully | weigh and examine. Things, an thib- 
roughly congder :both what may, be, ſaid againſt our 
Opinions, and what: may. be urged for the Opiniotis 
of others, Aaroes, 

Trurh ſtands in- ir ſelf, tpon a. firm and ſolid, Bafs, 
and has no need of implicit, Faith.or apy baſe meansto 
ſupporr ir. Ir's Light is ſo. diffuſive and clear,  thar 


''if ayy Men will artend carefully and imparrtially 'to 


it, without Paſſion and Prejudice, | the Jeaſt ſhew or 
opening thereof will ſuffice ro direct rhem, By their 
Dury, then, is-to rake hold of. thar Clew, and with ir 


- to try - whether- Twill lead them onr-of che Windipgs 
and dark Receſſes of Error, and britig them to a ſhin- 


ingand unqueſticnable Light. - | 

| But few Men-are-in ſuch Diſpofitions indiſpenſibly 

neceſſary for the effectual Search and glorious Diſco- 

very of Light. They are {for the mot? part) and will 
be 


/ 


Preface. 

be partial ; and they. do not fo far intere(s themſelves 
io che Jgurb, 45.0 be willing ro be_ar much Pains 
for the cerrain linfere EE thereof : They 
plyally therefore"contevr rhetyſelyes with appearances 
of Reaſon, and, make haſte ro ſhew themſelyes ow- 

ly and unreafonably zealous for their Party anf 
wigions, whatever, they are. Ang thus they becqmie 
wiſe 31 their own. Conceits, iff, and fierce, and abſo- 

y.\mapecient of Contradidion.,. 

. That we mgy,ng.be guilty of the ſame dangerous 
. and uatoward. Merhad,- Jet us, when-we have repre- 

ſented. our Reaſons,.:.calmly hear what others can ſay 
againt-us; ler us meekly and patiently anſwer rhem, 
and'zn'God's Name Jer the Tryrh have its courſe, and 
the beſt Reaſon prevail and freely be yielded unto. 
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CHAP, L 


| 4 Deſcription of the Method of Scripture, 


or the Goſpel-Terms of Communion. 


HE Goſpel-Terms of Communion, or the 
Metbod of Seripeure, is-whart, for breviry-. 
ſake, we- ſhall alſo call Scriptara/s/m,. as 
hath been obſerved in the Preface. This 
Merhod, in ſum, confiſts in receiving the 
Holy Scripture as 4 Compleat and Perfe# Rule, and 


. | Ring conſiſtently to this Principle, in regulating Termy 
 fof Communion. £ 


So thar- hereby ir is. held, in the firſt, place, Thar 


. {the Bible fully. containeth whatſoever. 15 neceſſary 


to Salvation ; and that' what is neceſſary to Sal- 
yation is ſo evident in the Holy Scriprures, that ix 
; way 


(2) 
may therein ſufficiently be diſcerned and nnderſtood by 
Perſons of the meaneſt Capacities. 

Which,-.on the one_Hand, doth not import thar 
there is no need of Conſideration, and other Means [| 
and Helps to underſtand and diſcern certainly what is 
raught in Scripture ; nor, .on the other, can Ggnifie 
thar ſome = pretending to have diſcovered the cer- 
rain and rrue meaning of Scripture, may impoſe their 
Senſe upon Others. 

But the Terms of Union agreeable to this Principle, 
That the Scriprure is the Compleat and Perfect Rule 
of Chriſtians, import this Method, which is the Method 


of Scripture : 


Firſt, To commit to fit Perſons the Office of Mini- 
ſters, and the care of Diſcourſing in Publick out of the 
Scriptures, to make (as much as is poflible and needfal) 
the Things that are raught rherein appear more and 
more plain, and in the beſt methodical Order, ro the 
Underſtanding of 'the meaneſt Capacities ; that ſuch 
may be better able to judge of, and diſcern all neceſ- 
ſary Truths ; 

Secondly, To allow to eyery Particular the priviledge 
of judging for himſelf. 


In the firſt of theſe Points, theſe rwo onghrt to be 
taken to be implied, v7. 

L. To infift chiefly, in popular Diſconrſes, on thoſe 
Things that are the plaineft and leaſt ſubje&t ro'Con-|. 
rroverke ; 

1. When Controverted Matters are to be treated of, 
to repreſent the beſt Reaſons on all fides imparntially, 
not going abour to impoſe upon the Hearers, 'bur freely 
leaving them to their own Judgmenr, (after a fair and 
ſincere Repreſentation of rhe Things in themſelves,) as 
1s. moſt exprefly implied in the other Rule, which 
hath cheſe Three Branches, 

1. When 


0.33] 


1, When we require an account of the Faith of 0- 
thers, To require indiſpenfibly no more of them than 
char they expreſs it in the Termsof Scripture : And, in 
all other Terms of Communion, and all Regulations, 


"to keep to The Latitude ,of Scripture, (or to the gene- 


raliry of all the Senles x is capable of, withour ex- 
cluding any one,) that thoſe that receive the Scripture 
for their Rule-may Unite therein, that po Man'y Jude 
ment be in_ any manner captivated or violenced'; 

2. To rake carg, - onthe other Hide, not _tq abuſe. 
our Liberty .in judging. for anr ſelyes, in Jong ir 
raſhly: and .1njudiciouſly, but to judge with - Modera- 
tion. and Sobriery, and with. all the Caution poſſible 
not to err; And, | F' 

:3- Not to make a4 Buſtle about our paghicuſat Sen- 
timents, as if we prerended Magiſterially to obtrude 
them: on--athers ; nor. ro be Arrogant, Preſutaptuous, 
nor Indiſcreer in maintaining them, bur. tobe willing 
generally ro make a Profefliqn of ther in. he Terms 
of Scripture, hearing with thoſe that digfer fromius,” if 
they own the Authority of the Scriprure as well as we, 
and likewiſe keep. within its Terms. | 

By. this, Method, in fhort, no one.ſets uþ his 
own Judgment as the Rule of Uniori, byt all are e- 

ually tied. ro-ſuch Terms: as are Scriptural ; .befide the 
onformity of which ro the Word of God, . this may 
be termed the Method of Scripture, for theſe Reaſons, 
it being conſiſtent with all the probable Senſes of the 


.. Text, Wd no other thing but Scripture being raken 
"for the Means of Unity. | 


" of Proteſtants. 
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CHAP. I. 


The firſt Argument for our Method of Union, 
| Scripturaliſm. 


= HIS, . as we have deſcribed it, is Scripturaliſm, 
or the Terms of Union expreſly founded upon 
Scripture. . Scripture it ſelf being thoſe very. Terms 
whereby we muſt be United, and the Method of Scrip- 
ture importing, as we have ſhewn, The Method of b. 
nion acctrding to Scripture, or The Method of taking 
Seripture. for Terms of Union, Now the Reaſonable. 


, neſs of this Method I urge by theſe following Argu- 
+ Mens: -_.- - 
' : Firſt, Becauſe there is no other Juſt nor Reaſonable 


Means of Union, nor conſequently any other agreeable 
to Chriſtianiry, than this. 
Secondly, Becauſe this is agreeable to the Principles 


; Thirdly, Becauſe ir will, in its own Nature, effect 
that good End, which all Chriſtians ſome way or other 
aim at, or ought ro aim at, viz. the Reſtoring Peace to 
Chriſtendom, and Uniting thoſe that bold the Seripture 
for the Rule of their Fai, | 

Fourthly, Becauſe this Merhod is the beft ſecuriry for 
the Truth. art all rimes. 4 ook 

Fifthly, Becauſe in it ſelf ir is Juſt, Pious and Ra- 
tional, 

Sixthly, Becauſe it is agreeable to the expreſs Injun- 

Cons and Oracles of the Word of God. 

_ I. I prove the Reafonableneſs of the Method of Scrip- 
ture by this Argument, becauſe there is no other Juſt 
-nor Reaſonable Method of Union, nor conſequently 
any other agreeable to Chriſtianity, than this. Now 


if this be rejeed, there can remain bur theſe rwo ; The 
way 
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way of Perſuaſion by Diſpuration, or the way of Con- 
ſtrain by ſerring up of Human Authority; the firſt 
of which is here improper, and the ſecond unwar- 
rantable. 

1. As for Diſputation. It will, evidently, never 
produce. any thing elſe bur ir ſelf, and will but immor- 
talize Differences, when the Diſpute is abour ſeveral 
Points eſpecially ; ſo that thoſe that ſhould follow. this 
Method, inftead of Uniting, would but wrangle to 
Erernity. For there haye-ever been Differences of O- 
pinion, and Men will ever judge variouſly of intri- 
care and difficult Matters. -. 

In it felf, one would think that Diſpuring were the 
certain way to diſcuſs Things, expoſe Error, and make 
the Truth appear ; in Reaſon it ought ro be ſo. Bur 
as Men are made, that will never be the Effet of ir. 
For it is not one time in a thouſand, that Men -Diſ- 
pure without Prejudice. And ſo, we ſee experimental- 

that afrer all the Diſputes that have been in the 

orld, the old Errors are retained ſtill. 

If we have not Diſputed. long enough, bur muſt 
fill go on, , when will be the end ; and what will be- 
come of Chriſtian Peace 'and Unity m the mean time ; 
upon what bottom muſt that be ſer, till all Controver- 
fies be agreed ? After all, all Controverſies will never . 


be. fo agreed, bur thar Meo will differ in their Judg- 


ment in many Things, By whart is paſt we may Judge 
that ir or be otherwiſe. And ſeeing ir, carinor 
helped, it is a fign thar it is 0 Matter of Moment, and 
that that need hinder no Buſineſs. * 
To Diſpure, is bur to alledge Proofs and Reaſons for 
what we advance-: Now, , whatever be the Caule,. it 
is plain by Experience, That Men judge of .the ſame 
Reaſons differently every Day. Whar Ground is there 
then to expect that Diſputing will ever produce Unity, 
ſo as to-make Men. to be of the ſame Opinion. in all. 
Things ? If we muſt ſtay = then, before we Unite, 
3 


" w? 
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we way. deſpair of ever feeivg any Union among; us. 
We tniy be morally certain it will never, be the fruir 
of Diſpires, ſeeing ſo many Difputes have riot one jor 
advanced that Work.,, 


ſtjans t6 aptee. in any one Point thar was Controvert- 
ed; if | he f | 

that, Kolels Cmanity bat” to the Juſt generality of 
the ers 0 "Uni 


and” theit owti Rule tead” them, rhat the preareſt Mo- 
Cotlcitace,” atid'the ſatibfattion'of having done one's 


moſt ordi a 6 
oy, / us He RY A For rs moſt parr you "x ave 
: e and Reafor' vtged again ro you. Fo it is; 
Fs 46 it Tg Et4S 10 ook 


L bY are equally partial and incon- 
fiderate, Who fay thar the Keeping to the Words and 


gene- 
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generaliry of Scripture ſignifies nothing to a Chriſtian 
Union, bur that ir is the Senſe of thoſe Words we muſt 
all exactly bave, before we can Unite, For in ſhort, 
I demand, is Union a Chriſtian Duty 2 If ir be.; and 
if ir muſt conſiſt, as they prerend, in an agreeiog in 
the Senſe of all Points of Scripture ; I ask which way 
muſt this be: effected, and by what means may differ- 
ing Chriſtians come all ro agree ſo luckily > We have 
ſufficiently ſeen we muſt nor hope that from Diſputes. 
For how few Men Diſpute fincerely ! And if Men be 
never fo Sincere, doth Sinceriry make them perfectly 
infallible? If not, aſſuredly they may differ, and mi- 
ſtake, in ſome Things ſtill, rho' very fincerely. And 
thus with all the Sinceriry imaginable Men ſhall not be 
able ro do their Dury, - and ſhall never be Happy ; 
which, without Conrtroverke, 'is a moſt horrid Afer- 
tion, -and is moſt evidently contrary to the Revelations 
given. 1$ of God, For then we ſhould not be'under a 
ſtate of - Grace, or a mild Diſpenſation, but under the 
hardeſt Terms poſſible, Conclude we then hitherto, 
that Seripturaliſm is the reaſonableſt Method of Union 


that yer appears. | 


—— —— 


CH AF 2 Sw 


The Cantinuation of the firſk Argument. A 
Colfutation of the firſt Pretence to the Autho- 
rity of Magiſterially Determining Matters of 
Religion, and impoſing the ſaid Determina- 
tons on others. 


ba. —_— 


HERE remains no other Method, in oppoſition 
ro Scripturaliſm, bur the ſetting up of Human 
Authority tro be the Rule and Means of Union, Bur 


B 4 can 
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tan any of thoſe thar are generally called Proteſta#ts 
take this Parry, or favour this Expedient ? Is nor this 
directly oppoſite to their Principles, and their Plea 
for the with-drawing of their Necks from - the Papal 
Yoke? « 

Have riot Proteſtants unanimouſly declared againſt 
rhe being of any ſuch thing as Infa/{:b:/ity upot Earth ? 
Have they not ſhewn poſitively that thoſe that pretended 
to it, wete far from being infallible ? 

Now is not Infallib:/ity the only warrantable Grounds 
of Magiſterial Authority in Marters of Religion ? 
Thoſe then who confute Infallsbility being granted ro 
any Man, or Company of Men, do they nor evince 
that no Human Authority is Magifterially ro decide of 
Controverſies, nor conſequently to appoint neceffary 
Terms of Union befide the Expreſs Word of God ? 
For whatever Terms are appointed beſides, muſt be 
ſo by the Magiſterial Determination of ſome Man, or 
Company of Men, who it is evident have-no real Au- 
thority ſo to do, not being infallible : It follows there- 
fore, That no Man has Right to propoſe any other 
Terms of Union than Scripturaliſm. | 

But tho' Infallibility be the only juſt Title to the 
Prerogative of Determining Magiſterially Religious 
Matters ; 'yer, it ſeems, others than Papiſts are apt 
(whether or no they be aware 6f it,) to aſſume thar 
Right ro themſelves, from other Grounds than-thar of 
Tufallibility. And they ſeem to take upon thgtn that 
Authority of Deciding, and impoſing on othefs what 
Terms of Union they judge beft, from one or more 
of theſe four Principles : Either that Thoſe who- excel in 
Knowledge and Learning ought-to bave thar Priviledge ; 
or that that Right belongs ro Thoſe that are in Office in 
the Church ; or at leaſt to Thoſe that have Antiquity and 
#he Truth; or that it belongs even to Them who have 
the Number, Force and Power of their ſide. Burt, if ir 
— are not theſe Grounds vain and —_— 
ADC L 
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As to the firſt; God can never haye given fuch an 
uncertain and confuſed Order as this, That the moſt 
Learned, and thoſe that excel in Knowledge, ſhall have 
the Prerogative to Determine, and impoſe what Terms 
of Union they judge beſt, ro which all Chriſtians muſt 
ſabmir. For, Firſt, That Rule would be of no uſe, 
and would occafion nothing bur Confuſion ; Secondly, 
It would be no true Meaſure to walk by. 

L That Rule would be of no ule, and would oc- 
cafion nothing bur Confuſion. For every one may 
have, and lly hath, a good Opinion of his own 
Senſe and Knowledge, Who then ſhall judge which is 
the moſt knowing, or who hath the trueſt Learning ? 
Thou prerendeft that thou excelleſt ; another prerendeth 
it is he that doth ſo, If thy good Opinion of thy 
ſelf makes thee go about ro impoſe any thing upon 
him 3 by the ſame Principle bis Conceit, That he. has 
the beſt Reaſon and the greateſt Infight in the Things 
in queſtion, will move him to make the like Atremprs 
upon thy Liberty, and preſcribe the quite contraty ro 
what thou enjoyneſt. And why ſhould ft thou have the 
F wviledge ro prefer and magnifie thy Skill, more than 
he bis ? 

If thou fay't, That as the trueſt Learning muſt 
carry it, ſo by the beſt Reaſons, and the greateſt Evi- 
dence, it muſt appear where it is; this is, to pur the 
Matrer to an Iflue by the way of Diſpute, which is 
endleſs ang ineffectual ; So thar generally thou wilt, 
afrer all, remain of thy Opinion, and he of his, as by 
xperience we ſee it is nſual. And what will this pros 
duce but Confuſion, and multiplicity of Schiſms ? 
Thou wilt urge, "That neither thou nor he muſt de-» 
ide of either of your Excellencies, or judge of your 
Reaſons, bur that it muſt be done by others. I an- 
wer, in all probabiliry rhow' wilt meer ſome that will 
ide with thee, and he ſome that will ſide with him. 
dany will befor themſelves : And where then will be 
ie Unity ? Bur 
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! "But let the greateſt Number rake:thy part : Is that 
A \cerrain Demonſtration of thy Merit ?// Doth now 
Number make "Things good ; Is thar the Opinion cfÞ . 
Proteſtants ; Have they not rather often expoſed ir ? 
This Obſervation we ſhall have occafion ro make uſe of. 
farther, by and by. Howbeir, | 
- FI. Suppoſe thy ſelf ro be in general the moſt Learn-$* 
ed : Mult thou therefore bear the ſway, and decidef - 
of Things as.thoa thinkeſt beſt ; Is thar'in good deedf+ 
a fore Meaſure ro go by ; Wik thou,” with. all thyfj | 
Learning, be an infallible: Rule which ocher Men mutt -; 
ſabmit ro; And are thy Conceptions and thy Determi.ſ ; 
nations the Things in which all Chriſtians muſt Unite - 
tl 
F 


by reaſon of thy Learning,” and may fo do with al 


 fafery and affurance, that in being guided by thee, and /, 


ſticking ro thee, they ſhall not be miſled ? " 
' © Ler Om be true, and every Man acknowledged, 
* falſe. Thar is to ſay; God alone is infallible ; | and b 
every Man, how Learned foever,. is fubje& ro ErFf- 
Þ 
w 
{ 


ror. | 
* Burt irmay be, altho' in it ſelf Learning doth nod; 
tender Men infallible ; yet in all probability God w: 
always chuſe the moſt Learned to inſpire them wil 
His unerring Spirit, the Spirit of Wiſdom? Hear wha 
ſairh the Scripture. | 6b-.-4 

' © The Wiſdom of this World- is -foolifhneſs with 
* God; for it is written, He taketh the Wiſe in thei; 
* owti Craftineſs. And again, the Lord kgowerh rhe; 
*« Thoughts of the Wiſe, thar they are vain. 1'Cor. 3&, 
* 19, 20. | p 
* Knowledge- puffeth up. And by Pride comet! 
** Contention. 1 Cor. B, 1. Prov. 13, 10. TW 
_ « T will deſtroy the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and will: 
* bring to nothing the Underſtanding of the Prudentſ, 
* Where is the Wiſe ? Where is the Scribe > Wherſl,. 
* is the Diſputer of this World ? Hath not God madg.. 
* fooliſh the Wiſdom of this World ? x Cor, 1. 19; 20. Sp 
: - *« Godt: 
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ary * God has choſen the fooliſh Things of rh& World, 
of 'to confound rhe Wiſe : And' God has'choſen the 


weak Things of the World, to confound Things 
'which are mighty ; and baſe Things of - the World, 
ofÞ-ind” Things which are deſpiſed hath God choſen : 
_ Yea, and Things which are nor, to bring to noughr 
Things rhar are. 1 Cor. 1. 27, 29. 
'® Becauſe the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than Men, 
-and the weakneſs of God is ſtronger "than Men. 
1 Cor. r. 25. 
* And Jeſus (aid, Irhank Thee, O Father, Lord of 
Fleaven and Earth, becauſe Thou haft hid theſe 
Things from rhe Wiſe and Prudent, arid haſt revealed 
them nnro Babes. Even To, Father, for ſo it ſeemed 
good 'irr Thy Sight. Matt. 11. 25, 26. 
* Thus ye ſce your Calling, Brethren, how that not 
j many Wiſe Men afrer the Fleſh, not many Mighry, 
not many Noble are called. r' Cor. r. 26. 
"God loyerh to' humble rhe Haughrineſs'of Men, and 
| expoſe. their Vanity. | His Gifts -are in His own 
noJower. © His Independency, His Wiſdom'and Mighr 
m + pore Infinire. Out of 'the refuſe and of-ſcour- 
_m 2+ 'the, World He is able to raiſe Children > 
baYfrabam. 
. | Often rhe lefs knowing have Qualiries' and Difpo- 
Fons which incline God to ' prefer them before rhe 
wore Leartied. * And poffibly by the narure of the 
Sing, the more Learned may err where the leſs know- 
y ſhall nor. For the Mitd of Man is finite. | No 
[an can know every Thing, And ordinarily the more 
Wwowing one is in a great many Things, the more 
. Fill or ' ridiculouſly Miſtaken and Ignorant he is in 
ofe Things he is nor well verſed in. His Soul is as 
were full with thoſe Things he has chiefly medirared 


her&on - and other Conſiderations that have been out of 
road, ofren find no room there, nor any Diſpoſition 
*F Spirir for their Emertainment, 
o' Zn 


In 
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In fhorh, ; the moſt Ignorant may certainly know 
ſomething, Which the moſt Learned may be ignorant 
of, And it may be, he that hath little or no Leatn- 
ing, has well weighed and conſidered a Thing which 
he that is more Learned in many Particulars has over- 
looked and negleQed,- hath not though: good, neither 
has been willing to be at the Pains ro inform himſelf 
rightly inz: And- therefore the Learned Man judgeth 
of that Thing like a Focl, whilſt he that is otherwiſe 
leſs Learned judgeth. judiciouſly of ir. 

\ Some Errors proceed chiefly ' from the Corruption 
of the Will, when the Marter is about ſomething off. 
difficult Practice, and unpleafing to Fleſh and Blood. | 
Then Vicious Men, whatever it coft them, are reſolved 
not to come ro the Light; as it is, Fehn 3. 20. And] | 
the moſt Learned may be. of that ſort. For the moſth ' 
Learned ave not always, the beſt Men. This Afertionfff * 
is nothing bart what is confirmed by Experience.. Did] 5 
not the moſt Learned among the Jews ask this Que: ( 
ſtion, © Have any of the Rulers, or of the Phariſe 
* believed on him.? Fobn 7. 48. And whom doth Our * 
Saviour. call: Hypocrires,/ but the Priefts, the Lawy fl 
the Scribes and Phariſees, who no doubt were the moſt 7 
Learned in their Generation, and who ſhould have been 
likewiſe the. moſt fincerely and- judiciouſly zealous inf * 
the inquiries of Religion ; bur fo, ir ſeems, they were 5 
not, notwithſtanding all their pretences and outward ; 
ſhew ? 

The Learned are generally interefſed in the World 
and ſo, generally awed, more than others, by world! 
Fears, and. biaſed by worldly Defigns ; therefore the 
appear ſeldom for rhe right Cauſe, bur when it is pro} ® 
rected by a ſufficient number of Followers, except rheſj ®* 
couragious and conſtant Sufferings of others ſomerime 
put a Heart into ſome of them, and conſtrain them 
8s it were, | by the powerful Motive of ſo heroick Ex 
amples, to give Glory ro God. But thoſe _ Eruy 3 

irio 
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dirion is not of fo yaſt Extenr, but have made the Will 
of God their chief Study and Delight, will e ro 
be that good Ground that is. rightly prepared for the 
Heavenly Seed. Being diſpoſed to fear and God, 
they will certainly come to the Light-: Their Deſigns 
and Actions being Verrtuous and Good, they will nor 
be afraid ro know perfe&tly the whole Will of God ; 
by what they know already being perſuaded, thro' His 
Grace, to do ir all ro rhe beſt of their Power. Which 
is the meaning of the 21it Verſe of the 3d Ch. of St. 
Fobn. © He thar doth Trurh, (or aterh fincerely, and 
« in the fear of God,) cometh to the Lighr, rhar his 
« Deeds may be made manifeſt, that they are wrought 
« in God. The Light of Conſcience, and withal the 
glorious and ſhining Light of Scriprure | is more to 
them, than to others all the Learning in the World, 
and actually fits' and diſpoſes them more rhan the 
rm Learning for the Reception of the Truth of 
G 


Nor that Learning is to be lighted. Thar were to 
run into another Extream. We muſt, particularly, 
ſtudy and underftand a SubjeRt, before we can rightly 
judge of ir. Bur 'ris evident, Thar the Fear of the 

rd is the beginning of all Religions Knowledge, 
and the trueſt and moſt neceſſary Wiſdom, certainly 

lifying Men for a free and careful ſearch after 
Truth, and a fincere, tho' modeſt Profeflion of ir. As 
it is, Pſalm. 25, 14. and Prov. 3, 32. © The Secret of 
* the LOrd is with them that fear Him. His Secrer is 
* with the Righteous. 

Ir is then plain, Thar fince Learning may be with- 
out Verrue and a good Conſcience, (o it may be with- 
our a right Faith and the Knowledge of the Truth, 
And yer it is not the Scriptures fault that Men do nor 
take the true Senſe of them, in Things Efſential. Bur 
as we have ſaid, Men ſometimes have different Luſts 
and Intereſts ro ſerve; and their different Luſts and 
Intereſts 


(C14). 
Intereſts make them force the Scripture to fide witt 


rhem. Sometimes meer .bumane Weakneſſes and Pre 
judices, tho'-the Men ſeem fincere and endowed wit 


excellent Abilities, cauſe rhe ſame Effect, ar leaſt for a 
Bur in" horr, I ſhall conclude rhis Point with the 


| Words of a judicious Writer to thi 

+4 The Peo- - purpoſe. * © If rhe Learned are a 

« plc's Right to ** free from Prejudice, Pride, Vai 
« read' the Holy * glory, Covetouſneſs, . and 'othet 
« Scripture, P.83. *© Evil Aﬀections, which darke: 
* Mens Minds, it is more likel 
* they ſhould make the Diſcovery. of the Truth thar 
* the Valgar ; if not, the Vulgar are berter qualified 


* to -make- it, than they<- For .tho* Learning, wheSth 


+ joined with a fincere Love of the Truth, is a gre: 
* adyantage for-the difcovery of it, yer when deſtirur 
* of this, /jt is 4s great & hinderance. 

And (in fine) when all is done, Learning, as we hay! 
ſeen, - doth” nor make Men. infallible. It were there 
fore a huge piece of madneſs to make the Dictares.c 
Leatned Men the Rule of Unity, to which all ſhoul: 
fabmir z or to allow them the Prerogarive ar their Ple: 
ſure 20. Regulate Terms. of Union, and Magiſterial! 
to derermine what particular Points muſt be receivec 
or rejected. 
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Pr, 

« CHAP. IV. 

4 7 me Confutation of the ſecond. Pretence is 
thi Magiſterial Authority. 


ea 
ai _ fecond Pretence ro Magiſterial Authority is 
ther not _berter grounded than the firſt. For if thoſe 


* who bear Office in the Church (under any Denomina- 
tion, and in any Circumſtance whatſoever,) have righr 
to impoſe other T'erms of Union than Scripturaliſm ; 
J rhey muſt have it either, firſt, becauſe God has declared 
they onghe to have ir, or becauſe” they are infallible, 
or in fine, becauſe there is a neceflity in the nature of 
Y the” Thing that they ſhould bave that Prividedge ; Bur 
now it 1s certain there's none of thole Reaſons, why 
Yrhe Miniſters of the Church ſhould have that Right thar 
is here pretended to : Ir follows therefore that they 
have it not. | 

Y As to the firſt; it is plain-God has no where de- 
ieaflclared that they ought to have ſuch a Priviledge. 
any © Thou art Peter ; upon this Rock I will build my 
<q © Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall nor prevail a* 
«* gainſt it : I give unto thee the Keys. of the 
« Kingdom of Heaven ; whatſoever thou ſhalt bind 
* on Earth ſhall be bound in Heaven : Where two or 
* three are Aſſembled rogerher in ay Name, there I 
« will be in the mid{t of them; and the like pre- 
tended Authorities for this Point, have been over and 
over, unanſwerably, proved by Proteſtaus Writers to 
have no ſuch meaning as to aſcribe to any Eccleſfia= 
J ſticks rhe Right of impoſing what Terms of Union, 

and what Decrees they pleaſe, I need nor therefore 
now enter upon the particular Diſcuſſion of- any of rhofe 


places. | 
Secondly] 


(16) 
Secondly, Thoſe that bear Office in the Church ate 
not infallible. For, that they may fail, and have} 
aQtually failed, hath been often proved by Experience. Þj ; 
They cannot therefore, no more than other Men, chal- ff , 
ſenge the priviledge of determining Controverſjes, and }} | 
impoſing what Terms: of Union they pleaſe, on the} , 
account of Infallibiliry. ( 
. Thirdly, And laſtly, There is no reaſon in the nature , 
of the Thing, that thoſe that bear Office in the Church I ; 
ſhould have Authority ro decide, and” regulate whar  ; 
b 

nN 

fi 
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Terms of Union they judge beſt ; ſeeing we have the 
Word of God for our Rule, as all Chriftians acknow- 
tedge, and it would be an infinite Diſparagement ro 
that Sacred Word, if it was ſuppoſed to be an inſuffi-  ; 
cient and imperfect Rule, and if fallible Men were, 
efteemed more fir and more ſure Guides than it. pi 
To alledge here any Example that the Church Mi- 
niſters have derermined Controverſies, and impoſed on 
others their Comments and Deciſions, and regulated o-} .; 
ther Terms of Union than what are meant and im- 
plied by Scripeuraliſm ; is gw the purpoſe, and 
doth nor prove that they have that Right. Bur'it is 
evident they have no ſuch Authority, in as much as}... 
are fallible, Therefore they ought to keep to the T 
Terms of Scripturaliſm, if = will nor be guilry of 
ſuch a high Preſamprion, ' as if they pretended to be 
wiſer than the Holy Spirit of God, and will not run 
the hazard of involving themſelves and others remedi-* 
lefly into Error, without leaving a poſlibiliry of being Bf 
retrieved from it; as is happened in Twrkey, and even 
in many places among Chriſtians, where the Ecclefia-Wci 
ſticks decide all Matters of Religion, impoſe what 
Terms of. Union they judge beſt, and no Body is ſuf- 
fered to contradict them, whatever they do. ne 
It were then very unreaſonable to aſcribe to che 
Governours the right Magiſterially to deter- 
mine, and to impoſe other Terms of Union than ſuch 
as 
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4s are certainly Screptaral. : Thoſe, that made uſe of 
fach an arbitrary Authority never did any. good with 
Cc: & ir, bur might certainly have, done a great deal of Miſ- 
al- JF chief. And generally. Councils have cauſed more, Con- 
nd & fulion, than they have remedied Evils; according. to 
he Þ the obſeryation of. St, Gregory  Nazianzen. © Nullius 
Concilii finem latum fauſtumgque vidi, nec quod depullſio- 
ney nem malorum potius guam acoeſſionem 3 incrementum 
ch babutrie. Greg. Nazianz. Epilt, ad Procop. And fo 
ar & ir became a.common Saying, . Omne Concilium | parit 
he I belhon, Thus, after the moſt famous decermining Sy- 
W- Bf nod held among Proteſtants, whar bur this was the re- 
OY ſult ofit > Synodus tandembabita eſt. Sed quis ex parte 
ffi- fl tontraria ejus ſe auftoritate permovers paſſus oft ad ers 
TW rores ſuos deſerendum, (5 veritatem Dei fincero corde am:+, 
_ Eplcftendum 2 Certainly no good can jultly be expected 
li- BY from tneans not warranted by God, ; 


on 
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d 

hs & C H A P. Fs 

- The Confutation of the third Pretence to Magi- 
off fterial Authority, 

un BRUT may not the right of making Magiſterial De- 
li-£*- terminations, belong to thoſe_rhat have Antiquity 
ng For them and, conſequently, the Truth? Ay ; but who 


en are thoſe ? That Queſtion is harder probably to' be de- 
a-Fcided than the former, ho # the beſt Learned ; which 
at Fneyertheleſs we have ſeen to be difficulr enough. By 
af- other Inſtances of Lirerature one may poſſibly in ſome 


neaſure gueſs at a Man's $kill in, che Buſineſs thar-is 
then in Agitation ; and in general his Ignorance or 
Learning may appear by many Tokens ; (tho' after a 
f a'Man be Learned, he is Ts for himſelf, = 
19 
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his Learning doth nor ſubject others ro his Judgment :) 
Bur, bere, who indeed arg reſolve, _ it is thar 
actually has the Trach and Antiquiry for him 2 Ler 
who will determine ; none will acquieſce in ir, or ſab- 
mir to that pretended Authority , r every- one will 
judge Jy bimſelf. And that is very natural and rea- 


Por if ir be con , whar right haſt rhou to aſcribe 
the Truth ro thee more .than another Man ro aſcribe 
it ro himſelf > Thon- verily believeſt that that - is the 
very -Trath that holdeft'; and doth not he be. 
lieve the fame of ? Thon lay ft claim ro” Anti- 
quiry, fo doth he. | 

Bur doth he nor walk the ſafer that prefers and invio- 
only infallible, 


\ 


1 

1 

k 

] 
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t 

t 
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i 
lably ficks to the certainly rrae ] 
the rruly primitive and apoſtolick Antiquiry? What | 
wilt thou make of atf-the Antiquity beſides, rhar isY + 
leſs ancient than thar, when thon haſt made ſo much] « 
buſtle as is ofnal abour 4r? Wilt thou-rake ir as a ſure} 4 
and certain Rule, by which we muſt all unice ? _ Ir is x 
ordinarily faid that they tharfived in thoſe Times werefſ f 
able ro judge berrer of Things than we ; ſo that oneſſ} I 
would think the concluſion would be that they haveſ| « 
actually judged as they ſhould. Shall we then impli-f x 
cirely ſubmit ro their Judgment ? Bur did nor ſome y 
of them hold ſome Things which we abſolutely efteemJ} j 
ro be Erronrs > And if their Authoriry is nor valid roff ( 
perſuade thee ro ſubmit ro them in theſe ; upon what f 
account maſt their 77, mg be decifive im othe 
Things, in which tho' thou believeſt they kit right 
another may think rhey might be again miſtaken ? Fo 
certainly he thar Errs once, may Err again. Eithe 
therefore ſubmir ro their Judgment in all Things, and 
ſay they could nor Err, or elſe let their Judgment be 
no Rule to us; and fo =_ thy ſelf and others'the la- 
bour of unvailing their Expteflions, and ye ; 
ur 


- 
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abourtheir Opinions, which afrec all may favour others 
more than rhee. ; 7 0 Eno 
et || © - Indeed abour Things in | which they could nor be 
b- | miſtaken,.” and ir'is credible they were riot of » Hi 
ll 8 mour ro dereive; their Teſtimony is of grear Weight : 
2a- | As in Marcrers of Fact. For inftance, thoferbac rett ns 
rhey hah fee} rhe Apoſtles' and | apoſtolicaþ Men; and 
be F had ſeers them work Wonders able ro convince any rs- 
_- tional and _— Perſons ; — ard alſo 
he I this Judgment of rheirs its perſuaſive, becauſe firſt,” they 
de- | could nor here be miftaken, bur cerrainly khewe whe- 
ti- 8 ther iv was true or falſe; and then, Secondly, becauſe 
we-have alfo -fufficienr evidence of their Paittifulneſs, 
10-f and of their really declaring the Frurh in' this- (to rhew 
le, | known) Matter ; for they convincingly acted- as Men 
hat Þ rhettiſetves thoroughly perſuaded of thar:, - of which 
BY they could rior have been perſaaded if it was not cers 
ich} rain; Fhey |ſhewed ' in: good earneſt that 'rhey had 
are} found: rhe" Miracles of the Apoſtles perfaaſive, rheir 
r is} whole:Livesand Actions being influenced by-thar per» 
ere} fualion;- ſo:as thereby ro be\ moved ro forfike all rhe 
nel} Pleafures of this Life, ro embrace and profeſs: x new; 
zveſ] an auſtere and perſecured Religion, - and finalty for the 
pli- profeMion thereof ro ſuffer Tormems and Dearti Theſe 
were fure Marks that they were abundantly.-ipforme& 
in rhoſe Marrers, of the cerrainty of which they had 
ſo many Means and Opporruniries, and ſo mac Rea- 
fon rightty and infallibly co inform rhemfebves, that 
they could-nort poſſibly be miſtaken rherein, nor confe- 
nely deceive us. Their Judgmenr therefore herein, 
ckr with ſo much Strength and Evidence, is undeni- 
ably ro be approved and received; arid cannor be re- 
fifted wirhour oppofing all che Reaſon in the World. 
Bur tho” they had ſuch ſecurity againſt the pafſibi- 
firy of erring-in this Matter , ir doth nor follow that 
they conld never err, or that they could not be miſtaken 
in {ome other Caſes _ they had nor the 
8 


hike 


preſſed; 
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| uns 29 yn have made GN 
' s of rheir own, their Speculation-ahd: 
area: be:relied on thier char of other x nmr 
liks ather Men they were ſabject to miſtake. -. 

i Fo'think that- becauſe they were near--the Apoſtles 
rime-it is-net ſo-probable thatithey could Err, is'a falſe 
en way of ireaſoning.. Do. we not fee re- 

ed in Scripture: Errors' in rhe+ very:time -of rhe 
Apbfttes 2. 4f- Some- would: be 'of Pal, and ſome of 
+. Apetlas, -1:Qor, 1.12: (Some believed that they mighr 
** Eavall Things ;- andiorhers. would Ear nothing bur 
**; Herbs.” Rom. 14; 2 We may then concinde thar 
aorvpittiftanding the Proximiry to the apoſtolical-Times, 
Ment would have, r arid :actually had 'Conceptions and 
Qoriceits:of theit own: » 
/> Moreover; -if many that have written, whoſe Writ- 
ings are-nor Extant, are: ſuppoſed by alk ro have; er» 

in thoſe primitive Times ;- what reaſon: is there to 


- take thoſs whoſe Writings appear, -r0 be more infalli- 


ble: or. lefs' capable of-Erring? Is (ir becauſe their 
Writings have met with: Applauſe, and they have had 
the greazer mamber of: Admirers ?' That would be ro 
make Sacceſs rhe mark of Merir, and to judge of the 
Cauſe by the nbmber of irs Followers ; which way of 
irguingavitis not approved by Proteftants, ſo nexther 
Wa it allowed of | by "the: primitive Chriſtians in their 
Diſputerwith.the Heathen. 

Bur i&choſe ancient Doctors, -whoſe Works are- till 
extanr,;are only eſteemed upon the: account of the 
Reaſoris:that are to be found in their Books ; it is then 
tobe abſerved : 

Firſt; That it. may be, in ſome particulars thoſe can- 
not ſd well be judged of, not having now, nor know- 
wh | perfeRtly the Reaſons of their Contemporaries 

they oppoſe, whoſe Writings have been ſups+ 


Secondly, 


> 


-— wi + 
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Secendly, If the Reaſons which the ancieht Fathers 
make uſe of are the inducement 'why we are to follow 
them, and be of their Opinian:; then their Authority 
is hereby acknowledged to be null and inſignificanc, 
and muſt now be. laid alide and never more talkd of; 
bur what remains to do is. only 10 conſider of the ſaid 
Reaſons in-themſclves, * which are - neither the berter 
nor worle for having - been made uſe of-by -fuch: and 
{uch-Men. "> | 
And ſo we ſhall nor need to concern our ſelves what 
was the Judgment of this 'or thar Father, nor prolong 
any more Diſputes ro ſhew that their Expreffions agree 
with our Opinions, or diſagree with the Opinions of 
others. Let thar be as it will : What is it ro the cer- 
tainty of-the Truth ? Are we ro be led by the ew . 
of other Men, or only to believe good Reaſans and tub- 
ſtantial Proofs * Lf only the latter, then” why do: we'go 
abour before we come ra tbe Point > Why do 'we: nor 
godiretly'to it 2 Wherefore:do we intangle our ſelves 
with the Authorities of :Met: whom we mean not ta 
Shen Rule; and ro whom we allow na fuch Autho- 
ri ©... | | "OB | 
:T'o make ſhort ; Ler us;corifider the Reaſons there are 
for-a Thing, or that are:agaiv{t-it» Ler us:not blind- 
ly (ubmir, in;Matters of Religion; ro any Man, who-is 
certainly .fallible. And'howfoever any one may: pre» 
tead it is be that holds the Truth, ler. us; never the 
more truſt him, bur. let us. carefully examine the Rea« 
ſons. and. Grounds of Things, - and ever ler. us belieys 
that which appears moſt credi- | 
ble and beſt grounded. * * Neg ego bujus augovt- 
Some: Men- ſeem not-t6 be - $4, 7** 1 ilixe derimeris, 


: ya _Scripturarum- ayBorinatir 
againſt examining ; yet they rid non quorumcunque 


propriis, ſed utriſque communibus reſtibus, res cum re, Mp 


cum cauſa, ratio cuan ratione concertet, Auguft. adverſus 
iminum. Lib. 3. Cap. 14. 


C 3 with- 


( 22) 
withaſhold frill to this Foundarion of their own, that 
choſe that have the —_—_ to | be believed and 
fubmitted umo: | And raking for certain (as every one 
dorh)--char whar they believe is certainly the Truth, 
they >cbnelude that they have the Righr to determine 
whar thuſ or muſt nor (be _— _—_ indi(pen- 
fabty; fas much as they can) requice andienjo 

one r9-teceive- and confent 10. what / they tave deter derer- 
mined, Ex at the ſame time they bid you examine 


s 'They ; are contenr you ſhould examine as mach as 
_ fo; you'bur ſubinir ro thejr Judgment. Nay, 
ont Tall Jus is really rheir Will and Defſyn thar you 
ſhould. :exarnine ; they: exhort you to-it, and declare 
Sk grey Duty ; rho! when/all is done, they hold your 
' (tall 3s ablolutelyro-believe'as they do. 
entholels they re} you, rhey are: noviofaltible ; 
their-Wards are not tobe received as Oractes nothing 
awiſdbe:belieyed bur ywhar agrees with the #ri of Gat; 
and-ar is-not for any Authority of their own thar you 
func 0 them, - bus. for- the | Trurh's ſake which 
Kr who ſees nor that —_ a piriful Pe- 
5, 4 ſhameful begging of che Queſtion, and 
ecing what is demed them'? And if my 
qratiphka Aqpyaty ror]. f tne, oa bet 
ving a © a 
imam debemms to 'rale and govern) how ftiould __ 
ever- _——_— "and when (fhould there be Peace 'in the 
Chutch ?:. Nothing bur ao over-powering Force could 
then keep the differing Parties from-aflailing each other. 
is hot'the Confidence of thoſe who boldly -arrogare 
the Truth" to themſeſves,' would make - or keep the 
Peace, .jbd maintaih /an/Union'; burrhe fear : of the 
ſronge Side and' mere outward. Force ;. the nature 
ce of which. we ſhall preſently obſerve. 
at preſent ſer it be conſidered, could ever God, 
whois the God of Peace and Order, 'baye ogg Re- 
igion 


A awd tt aA HIS ezcL 


4c. i 6 4a_- - _-= 


-— —_— — as —_—y 


(23) 
ligion on ſo dangerous and ruinous a Bottom, or given 
ſach-a confuſed Rule as this: ** Let thoſe thas Gde 
« with the Truth bave the right ro determine and pre- 
* ſcribe, in ſuch Expreſſions as they judge beſt, alt che 
© Points that muſt or muſt not be received; and ler all 
4 the reſt obediently ſubmit thereto, and {o unite ? 
Daeth this ſound like an Oracle of God? Who ſees 
not that it could- breed nothing but Confuſfion-and Un- 
certainty ? For as was ob{cryed, thou believeſ®thar the 
Truth is of thy fide; and another believeth ir is of his: 


as I If thou then requireſt hereupon others to believe as thou 
y, & doeft; will not others, upon the ſame Grounds require 
» the like of thee > And how ſhall we know, which of 


you muſt be obeyed ? Or what ſhall be done, and 
what will become of Uniry, till your Controverſies be 
decided ? 

Thoſe thar lay fuch nnjuſt Commands, and make 
their Confeffions of. Faith as binding and decifive as 
the very Word of God, and more ; require Contra- 
ditions and. afſert Things that are inconſiſtent. They 
acknowledge they are no more infalliþle than other 
Men, | and. yet aflert that other Men ought to receive 
their Conceits and Decifions, as if they were actually 

infallible. 

Again, they enjoyn. all Men to believe nothing bur 
whar is expreſly contained in the Holy Scripture: And 
aker all, they abſolarely require an entire Subjection 
toall their Derermiatians, without leaving any room 
to judge whether any of their Determinations be nor 
contrary 40 the Scriptures. 

Yer, as we have (aid, they lay down this as one of 
their Priociples, rhat Men ought to examine and. have 
the Liberty to judge for themſelves z and they aſferr | 
that that is the beſt Thing we can do: And at the 
ſame time they evidently oppreſs and cur off this preci- 
ons Liberty. 
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. Who doth hotthen perceive that this is to Build with 
one Hand, and'pull down With the other ; r& cry ont 
in" Words againft' Mizrepreſented' Popery, and to pit ir 
Daily in'pradtice in very Deeds ? | 
*" Surely ſach Dealings ought ro be abominared. 
that ſee nor the” Unjuſtice 'and Tyranny thereof, are 
. blinded by Parriality, and by: the God of 'this' World, 
And they* thar ſee this; ' and ' Commtenance ' it, are the 
worſt 'and moſt miſchievous of Hypocrices, and ſhall be 


erernally Accurſed as ſuch.”- --- 
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UT-Laftly, doth-nor-the"rigbr of interpreting-ma- 
B iſterially the Scripture; ; 1 fixing” whar Terms 
of Unity may'be thought beſt / 'beldng to thoſe'w 
have the Nomber and Power of their Side? * | 

Thar might be a Roman Catholick Queſtion * (And 

er *rwould be of litrte uſe, and” wonld render” bur il! 
ice, for Inſtance,” in the Indies 5) Bur can ſuch an 
Expedienr ever enter into' rhe Brains of a Proreftant ? 
No, but ir may perbapsinto his Heart ; for ſome Men 
love ſomerime to practiſe what their Judgment doth nor 
_ always abſolutely approve of. © 
' - Bur what horrid Tycumiy is it to impoſe on others, 
becauſe rhou haft Power ? ' Is Number or Succeſs the 
Teft by which Controverhes are to be judged of ? 'Ler 
every fincere Chriſtian conſider; are not many calted, 
and bur few hearken. tothe heavenly Calling ? Is it nor 
ſeen by Experience, that the greateſt nutpber ' incline 
"pes 15 $709 F020  *þ E120 : to 
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t6 Evil, and that but few are Good and acually' work 
their Salvation ? 

If they 'thar have Force, and Power were to determine 
whar is or whar is not ro be believed ; thoſe that are 
hey © forced, would bur be Hypocrites; and the Truth would 
are be in an eminent Danger of being'extirpated. 
1d. This is the natural Tendency of that Expedient ; to 
the force Men ro be Hypocrices, and endanger the , toral 
ruin of rhe Truth. 

For if this Principle was conſtantly in Vogue, and- ge- 
nerally reduced to Practice ; wicked Men, - which are 
always the greateſt Number, ſhould prevail over the 
od, and nor leave one till they were all Extinct. The 
World woyld be filled with Confuſion and Calamity. 
What were Truth in one Place, would be Error in ano- 
ther. In one Place it would be ſer up by Force, and 
Jl by Force pulled down in another Place. Religion would 
* | Y occaſion contirally nothing bur Diſorders and Troubles. 

There would be-no Safery' nor Trangfgillicy. | And in 
12-Y the midſt of theſe Horrors and univerſal Injuries, Men 
ms ll would forger even Humanizy , and quickly hecome 
ho Devils. 

| Whar more favourable can be expected, if Force haye 
nd the direction of Things, in Matters of Religion? Ic is 
ill iwvic ſelf an abominable Impiery, any ways to Force or 
an Awe che Confciences of Men. For if ir be Impious in 
t 2 any Mair tochuſe or profeſs a Religion which bis Mind 
en cells bim is falſe agd contrary to the Will and Good- 
or lf liking of God ; can it be leſs Impious in others, | ro 

tonſtrain fach a one, by Penalties and Terrors, | to 
rs, 8 affront and 'difobey God ? 
he Ar beſt ,” this way, Truth would at leaſt be as 
cr much endangered as Error. Ir were a mere Chance 
d, fl if ir fell into the Hands of the} Multitgde. Truth 
orfl-or Error ſhould be' ſer up indifferently as it 'might 
fe happen , | according ro the Humour and Prejudices of 

thats 'that rule or influence the greater Number. 
| | And 
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And by the fame Chance Error or' Trath honuld þ 
oppreſſed. 
- . Is this the Caurion our Saviour recommends in the 
"Parable of the Tares, Mat. 13; 29. © The Servar 
.* fajd- wnco him, wilt thou thar we go and gather uj 
* the Tares? Bur he ſaid, Nay ; leſt while ye gather 
** up the Fares, ye-roor up allo the- Wheat: with them, 
Which thews char this being a Caſe liable to miſtake, 
Men muſt nor be guilty- of ſuch a remeriry as to uſe 
Farte dr Soarbceiey here; becaufe that would endanger 
the doing extreme Wrong and infitite Miſchief. And 
why beoafteft rhou then. that thou canſt do this, that i: 
that #bou canſt. do Miſchief, 'whereas the \goodneſs of God 
enduvech yet Daily * God ſhall certaidly judge thee, 
thou whired' Wall, and- repay thee: the Groans of the 
we. mores that are: hnrried by Partiality and Paſſion, 
in their Heat and Fury cannot hearkento the Inſtructi 
:0n9'of Jefos Chrift. | ** 'Fhey will-not enter into the 
-_ Ki _ of Heaven themielyes, nor fatfer thoſe that 
PF "1: They do nat canfider thoroughly 
Miners O Religion, nor will ler others do it ; they 
decide of | Comrovetfies, tho' they- will not hal 
Tarn rr earch Things Sncercty,. th 
an in fincerely, 
theny as unfirro diſcuſs, or av uncapable 7, the 
Things like rhem, when themſelves are nozoriouſly 
_— by by bateredt, and biatſed by Prejudice and Par. 
1 
"Thoſe are they thar efteeming themſelves the only 
underſtanding Perſons, take npon rhem the priviledge 
'of making Glofſes and Comments / which others muſt 
abſdfutely receive ; who as Tyrants dominecr over the 
Conſciences of Men, and at the leaft Atathematize thoſe 
ehapatliffer from them. Like the Pharifees, John. 7, 49. 
that damned thein who fayour'd our Saviour's Dogs 
T iscu 
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beſfl ** This' People who knowerh not the Law, (aid they, 
*. are Curſed. ; 
EO judge: no' Body is fit to underfiand the Word 
ll of God, but themſelves ; they therefore magitterially 

 interpreritas they rhink beſt; and conclade ir to be rhe 
Duty of -other Men abſolutely to ſubmit to their De- 
© terminations ; Talk of examining as much as you will, 
bur in fine ſubmir you muſt ; for they that receive not 
their Sentiments'or fall nor into their Senſe, are by them 
judged' ro-oOppoſe and quarrel with, if nat expreſly ro 
reject —_ it ſelf, So that there.is no Liberty lefx 
r'thicik otherwiſe tham they do.” + And if this be nor 
Zodlff 102 ake away 'the Key of Knowledge, -Whar is ? 
"Now*-what"is rhe occaſion. of all rhis Prefumption, 
if bar becanſe they have Force 'and Number of their 
Side ; they Influence thoſe rhar Influence others ; the 
Multitude rakes their Decifions as Oracles and as the 
Standard” of Truth, and fo rhey efteem rhemſetves ro 
have Rights and Priviledges above other Men ? 

And are none,among Proteſtanty guilty of that cor- 
rupt Leaven of the Phariſees ? Yes ; all thoſe that will 
not 4d mit+,of-DInion, without you receive theif Sen- 
ents and\ ſubmir ta their Dictates, nar being con- 
rent with the Latitade of Holy Scripture, but making 
themſelves rhe Rule or - rhe Magiterial Judges and-In- 
terprerers, whether they have the greatelt Number and 
Power'or-not,  ryrannizing in” their -own Sphere, - and 
as far-as their uſurp'd/ Authority can extend, giving 
Proof of what they world do if they were the Maſters 
of the World. 

Bur you'll fay, hath a Church no' Rights, no Autho® 
rity, no Friviledges? Yes, I anſwer; To explain the 
Scripruces, not Magifterially bur according to the Me- 
thed of: Seripture; To provide the Adminiſtration of the 
© Rires of the New Covenant, as they :are found to- be 
1n. © inftirured in God's Word; to regulare Cir- 
hisYcumſtantials and Accidentals inRel:gion ; * 


* S:ech. 19, 
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in fum, To,make Regulations concerning | Diſcipline;Þ 

as generally comprehenſive as the Latirude ir ſelf off 
| Scriprute ; rharevery Thing ma 


* Debem Chriſtiani both 'be done Decently aid to Ex 

ſe intra primoram Cbri- $24+;01, that all Contention mayſf{ 

fieuoram. .& - Apoſtolo- be ſuperſeded, all-Parzialiry and 
fon 1 F MES . Tyranny abſolutely being avoid-& 
ui una concione aliquo; 9, thar thoſe rhar have Force 
fomimim mii a4 Clift and Number of their -Side, Deep 
fidem  addixernmt; aut no more fayoured than others. * W 

om te Catholice ' | 

Fidei Articulis, - Symbolo Apoſtolico-comprebenfes, boe eft, pauch 

admodum, Y paucu Ceremonigs, granary 2 & in —_— con: 
- ſciemias. dominium non uſurpare, adeo . ut omnes abſque animiiht 
aan carus frequentare, £5. ibi inter ſe Euchariſtianhy 


celebrare 
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ing of particular, Articles of Faith: by "parti 
cular Churches, is Lanfal.cr Unuatrantable. Þ 
900A 5 5n9t9 207 Sued ys annie eoonaty 
U T-thet is the drawing ofc Articles of Faith; 1p: 

* tixular+ro» particular; Churches, unwarrantabls 
and ahlawful-2 -Thar' 1s cerxainly unwarrantable:in o 
Senſe, and in another not unlawful ; 'ris' therefore of 
very great Moment to fliftinguih well here berwixc th 
otie and rhe other. 

In fum; it would be unlawful,. if we ſhould rake up 
on us ſuch an Autbority,- that-we have no Right to, andJuc 
thar we would not grant ro another Charch: Which$#c 

- would be, as appears by what hath' been ſaid, if our 


Articles did not admit'pf that Latirude which corre- 
| ſponds 


Ar Inquiry, W| hether, "nnd how 'far "the draw 
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line ponds with that of Holy Scriprure, and if they were 
If oflimpoſed, as infallible and as magifterial Dererminarions, 
1maupot thoſe rhar were to joyn in communion with us. 
1; 'Fhus, -for Inſtance, it the Remonſtrants (making up a 
may{Cburch) ſhould, by the magiſterial \Impofirion' of un- 
and{fcriptoral Articles, to be received as the Oraclesof God, 
-oid eject our of their Communion thoſe that do nor © take 
orceſ@their Determinations of the ſenſe of ſome comroverted 
.- befPlaces of Scriprure to be true ; ſuch Articles would be 
s: * (partial, and would make the Remonſtrants to be truly 
Schiſmaticks. - The ſame may be applied ro the Contra 
aucyy emonſtrant «. 

con | Bur (if either of them draw Articles declaratory of 
iniWheir being Scriprturaliits or..Proteſtants, and likewiſe 
more expreſly ro notify the Sentiments (in many parti- 
lars): of the generaliry of rheir ſeveral Socieries, pre- 
ting the ſaid Articles to their Members, as Ferms of 
greement' and Peace, [to avoid Contentions among 
Feechers in their publick, Diſcourſes; and if they: con- 
teive them ſo as that they: be nor expreſly contrradicto- 
ro the method and generality of Scriprure ; bur thar 
a1p$vith a ſafe Conſcience the Contra-remonſtrants may in 
. Whe Senſe aforeſaid ſubſcribe ro them ir the Remonſtrant s 
FI FCommunion, and the Remonſtrantsmay do the like in 
{e. ſhe Communion of the Contra-remonſtrants; then there 

s no hurt nor injuſtice in rhoſe Arrticles. 
That is the Medium: and the Moderation which the 
ibleEburch of England ſeems to have choſen to follow. And 
oneFhat Moderation is abfolutely neceſſary in the drawing 
» offÞÞp of parricular Articles of Faith, that there be no 
theſyranny nor injuſtice in impoſing them on any Men: 
for if we frame Articles otherwiſe than according ro 
up-She- Reftrictions aforeſaid, we evidently rake upon us 
\nduch an Authority as we have no Title to, 2nd as we 
ichS$vould- not. be willing that thoſe who differ from us 
ourſhould rake upon-rhem if rhey had Force and Power g 
re-Mnd {o we are inevitably guil:y of Partiality and Un- 
nds juſtice, 


Tt3o) 
jaſtice ;.; and of ſpirirual Uiſurpation- and Tyranny. 
This: @s::ebe plain refalr of the: 3d, qrb; 5th. and: 6h 
foregoing 
ro M 


'Chaprers. For "if no Mew have any: Rig 
Magilterial' Authoriry , either upon rhe [account 0 


their -rax vncy or their Offices in-the-Church, -: or o® 
theig having the Fruth, 'or Number ant Power of thei 
Side 3) then they have no ſhadow-'of Tirte: tefo ro th 
. Anchoriry, ir being confeſt thar none m theſe Fimes ar 
iofalkble. | | | 222:ll 
Neverrheleſs fore arc {till apt ro rhink-thar a Church 
withdar Unjuftice, might frame, | eſtabliſh and impe 
in a magiſterial Senſe, any Articles of Communion 
*whazſoever ; {o if anyone did nor like chem, and woul 
-not ſtbmic ro chem, he might have leave to' wichdrawſfjar 
From ber, and retire ro” {one other place» our of be! 
Dominions, ſappoling her robe rthenationat and-gove 
ing Chureb ; rhey urge that the Church of ' Engle 
dealech: thus particularly wich the Papi/ts, - ber Arvicle 
nor admirting of ſuch a- Larttudeas ro comprehen 
them in her Communion 3; and make /uſe. of rhi 
Argument, as if it were a good Evafion ro elude alithaf I 
hath been: ſaid for the Method of Scripture; or again 
that of May:/terial Authority. I 
. . But Firlt,'There is befe ſuppos'd, bur nor prov'dt® 
that that is :nor Unjuſt, which actually is Unjutt. rt 
condly, there is a ſophiſtical way of Reafoning in ra il 
Objection, which proverh norbing : And Thirdly, rb 
rea{on of the Church of England's dealing with the Pa * 
) 
re 
o0 
& 


fiftris overloock'd and perfetly miſtaken. - 

Firſt, There is here ſuppoſed, but not proved,” t 
tharis'not_nnjuft, which atnally is unhauſt: | For'Ir 1 
only ſappos'd char the leaving rhe liberry ro retire fror 
a Church, makes it fawfol, and is a fufficieer Warra 
for her ro impoſe whar Articles, and: appoint wh 
Terms-of Communion ſhe pleaſes, ' akho' thar: cauſe 
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But would, indeed, Proteſtants think it not najuſt for 
the Church of Reme ro enjoyn what ſhe doth for Terms 
f Communian, (which are nor fo enjoyned in Scrip- 
zre) if ſhe did but allow that permiſſion t@ every one 
vr 4&0 depart, thar liked nor of her Terms ? | 
thei Thar were the fame Thing as if it was afferted thar 
haſh would not be unjuſt in a Monarch , uſurping abſo- 

s arefure and arbit Power, to enact rhe moſt ryrannicat 

WLaws, fo he did bur permit, all that would, either 
o ftay or ro go their way. 

Firſt of all, is nor the uſurpation of this arbitrary 
er in it {elf unjuſt > Hath nor every one a 
MRight to that common Liberry which God has founded 
id laid rhe Grounds of ? And have not all a Right to 
heir Connrry, ro their Goods, and rhe free enjoyment 
f all cheir juſt Poſſeſons ? If it was allowable to one 
Prince ro uſurp abſolute Power, and exerciſe Tyranny 
cleJupon thoſe that dwell in his Dominions : Why fhould 
Wnot-rhe ſame be allowed to another, and likewiſe to all ; 
what would then beeome of the common Securicy and 
A Tranquillity ? 
in The Cale is the ſame, as to ſpiritual Governours. 
If a Church taketh upon her to impoſe unſcriprural Ar- 
v'dticles ; why ſhall not another do the like 2 Shall nar 
 chen the lictle namber of good Chriſtians be in perperu- 
rh al Danger > They ſhall be rofſed upon the Waves of 
th_ the World, from one place ro another, and never find 
PAY reft nor Ground to fer their Foor upon. They ſhall be 
ryrannized every where, and ſhall find none with whony 
to unite. - And doth really the Goſpel neceffarily give 
—_—_ to all this Confuſion and Unjuſtice? God 
id ! 

Where doch the Scriprure warrant any Churches ro 
impoſe Terms of Communion as they pleaſe? If there 
is no grounds for this Priviledge neither in Reaſon ror 
in the Word of God, as certainly there is not; and if 
*-has been ſolidly proved, in the 3d, 4th, 5h and 0 
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fotegoing Chaprers, that ir can, be pretended to on nc 
account wharſocver 5 thoſe thar take it ypon them, 
they [not then, as we have ſaid, guilry of ſpiri 
gion, and of moſt intolerable Vojuſtice and Ty 
ranny mn 

They take a Magiſterial Authority upon them, the 
know not why, ar upon what Grounds ; and they x 
pably deal with other. Men, as they would-nor that 
others ſhould deal with them; howſoever they are 
pleaſed ro ſuppoſe, that as long as they violently force 
not Pe6ple ro be of their Perſuaftion and Communion, 
all rhe reſt they do, in Determining, Ordaining, Im: 
poſing, Ec. cannot be unjuſt. TH 

They would think . ic highly unjuſt in others, if ather 
Men, differing from' them, took upon. 'em(I do nor ſay 
ro conſtrain them ro comply ro their, Terms, and com- 
pel them to. be of their Profefſion, bur even) to deter- 
mine aftef their way what is not dezermined in Scrip- 
rure, to fix controverred Matters to their own particular, 
Senſe, and then magiſerially impoſe that Senſe, and 
thoſe Determinations and Comments of theirs upon 
them that would be of their-Communzon. 

They would furely efteem;' ſuch Proceedings an in- 
fringing of their Chriſtian Liberry,, and all natural Pri- 
viledges; altho' ir were left ro their Choice whether 
they would fubmir to ſuch Terms, and joyn with' the 
Church rhat impoſed them, or no. 

Notwithſtanding that ſeeming Moderation” of ſuch 
ſpiricual Tyrants, they would think ir very hard thus to 
be forced to a Separation, and þe deprived of the 
advantages of ths Dominant Chaych, to which all na- 
rurally have an aye! Righr, They would with much 
reaſon complain of, extreme injury done 'em, and would 
juftly charge thoſe Magilerial- Judges with the cauſe 
of the Separation. -For in derermining and ordaining 
Things for Terms of Cummunion, which are not or- 
dained- nor decermined in' Scripture, (and:({o driving; 

away 
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away from their Communion thoſe whoſe Conſciences 
do nor allow of ſuch Terms) they were undoubtedly 
the Authors of rhe Schiſm, if a Schiſm enſued rhere- 
upon ; as With reaſon we urge to the Church of Rome 
thar. they are not always Schiſmaricks thar ſeparate, 
bur- thoſe thar give occaſion ro the Schiſm ; as they 
undeniably do, which keep not to that Latitude thar is 
mutually due from one to another, but rake upon them 
to. appoint what Terms of Communion they pleaſe, 
tho" no where expreſſed as Terms of Communion in 
God's Word. 

Now if any would think this unjuſt in others, how 
can they judge the ſame meaſures excuſable and juſt 
in themſelves? If they fay ir is becauſe they etteem they 
have the Truth of their fide ; for this I may refer them 
to our fifth Chapter. For in ſhort, others eſteem rhey 
have the Truth of their fide, as well asthey : And God 
can never have allowed that Priviledge of Magiſterial 
Authority to thoſe that actually have the Truth, more 
than to others, becauſe that would have been of no 
uſe, and would have given occaſion to univerſal Con- 
fuſion and to all the Tyranny that could be exerciſed 
from different Parties upon one another, every one, as 
BP been ſaid; eſteeming that it is be that holds the 

ruth. 


And if they ſay that thoſe who have worldly Power 
or eccleſiaſtical Authoriry, _ ro have the priviledge 
O 


ro derermmine Controverſies, ſo as to appoint what un- 
ſcriptural Terms of Communion they judge beft, leav- 
ing but the foremenrioned liberty ro every one to joyn 
and comply wirh, or ſeparare from them : To whar 
has been ſaid in the Fourth and fixcth Chapters, thac 
this Principle would endanger the opprefiion of rhe 
Truth, -and would cauſe the greateſt Ditorder ; I add 
alſo rhar ir would authoriſe Parriality and Unjuſtice. 
For thoſe that ſhould have Power, and ſhould act ac- 


cording to this Principle ; would yer, themſelves (as we 
D have 
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have ſhewn) be ſenfible, rhar if others had Power, and 
d thus with rhem, they would think ir infinirely 
hard&and unjuft; Tr-appears therefore that in the afore- 
ſaid Evaſion it is ſuppoſed rhar rhar is not unjuſt which 
aQually is extremely unjuſt ; accordingrto thoſe Axioms 
of natural Right. Alters ne feceris quod tibi fieri non 
of : Quod guiſque juris in alterum ſtatuerit, ipſe eodem 
jare utatur, &C. 

Secondly, In the ObjeQion there is a ſophiſtical 
way of Reaſoning which proves nothing. Ir is con- 
cerning the , Church of England's dealing with rhe Pa- 
piſts. And the ObjeAtion imports thus much; The 
Church of England, ſay they, only doth not force Papiſts 
to comply with her, but giveth them liberty if they will 
nor dv fo, to retire; but her Articles by no means admit of 
ſuch a Latitude as to comprehend them in her Communton. 
Now what Argument. is this ; and what doth it prove ? 
Did weever afſertrhar the Church of England is infal- 
lible ? If nor, there is then in this Argument nothing 
decifive. Butyer it is certain thar there is nothing, in 
this — of the Church of Enyland, contrary to 
- 1 hod of Scripture : As we ſhall find, if we ob- 
e, 


Thirdly, Thar the reaſon of rhe Charch of England's 
dealing with the Papiſts is here overlooked and perfectly 
miſtaken. For they greatly-err, if they imagine that 
rhe- Church of England particularly excludes the Px 

its our of her Soctery, ont of any Principles of Tyran- 
ny which we juſtly charge upon the Church of Rome. 
And they never confidered thar according ro the Merho: 
of Scripture, Papiſts exclude themſelves, and nor we 
_ ont of the Society of Chriſtians thar hold t 
he Terms of Scripture. They are Anti-ſcripturaliſts, ex 
preſly rejecting rhe Method of Seripture. [Paper is 
polirick Faction, whereof rhe Members, whereſoeve 
they are, own the Pope for their Superior : And thei 
Principle of Perſecuting and Deſtroying (where and wh 
_ th a 
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they can) 'thole that ſubmir nor ro bis Deciſions ; ren» 
ders 'em the declared Enemies of all Maykind, beſides 
thoſe of their own Communion. 


CHAT. YL 


The ſecond Argument for the Method of 
SCripture. 


HE ſecond Argument for the Method of Scripture, 

is, Thar ir. is agreeable to the Principles of Proce- 

fanrs, and is neceſſarily therein implied, This Argu- 

menr 1s pertinent and weighty, being 4rgamentum ad 
bominem, 1ecing it is co Proceſtatns that I write. 

Now thar the Method of Scripture 4s agreeable to 
the Proteftant Principles, is very evideat. For Prote- 
ſtanrs unanimouſly hold the Scripture to be the Rule 
of their Faith and-Practice, And can that import that 
the' Opinion or Conceptions of any Man or pany 
of Men ſhall be preferred. before the Text of Scripture, 
br that avy Men ſhall bave the Authority ro make 
Gloſſes that 1hall be as deciſive and binding as the Ford 
of God ; and, fo, that private Perſons muſt capuvate 
their Judgment -to the Judgment of their Leaders ? No ; 
for ir is, expreſly, one of the Proteſtanc Principles, thar 
the Fudgment of Diſcretion 1s to be allowed $0 every par- 
riculer Man: So that the Proteſtant Principles evident- 
ly = x that Miniſters have only the Commiſſion.of 
Difcourſing upon the Scripture, and impartially repre- 
ſenring ics probable Senſes 20. the — wine without ce- 
quiring a blind or abſolute Submiſſion, or rejecting any 
"one thar thakes the Word of God his fupream Rule, 
and-uhderftands Scripruce in that Senſe which appears 
to him to be the moſt probable. *© For allowing 40 
| D 2 * every 
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** every one the liberry- ro judge for himſelf, thereby 
** no more is made abſolutely neceflary, but in general 
* to receive the'Scriprure-for our Guideand Rule ; and 
** therefore we are under Obligation to hold Fellow= 
oy. ax with-rhem thar.do ſo. ”..... Bur.if we content nor 
our ſelves with the generaliry of Scriptare, bur impoſe 
our Interpretations upon others, as neceſſary to be re- 
ceived by them, that they may be admitred into the 
fame Communion with us ; then we do not eſteem the 
Holy Scripture ro be a compleart and perfect Rule, bur 
make, in good Deed, our Comments and Deciſions, and 
our ſelves the Rule, and we expreſly contradit our own 
Principle of allowing the judgment of Diſcretion invio- 
lably ro all Men. 

If any of us prerend.thar their Afertions are an ex- 
planation'of Scripture, and the #rue Senſe of it, and thar, 
upon that account, all muſt be exactly of rheir Senti- 
ments, who-will be owned for rrue Chriſtians ; that is 
ro aſume the priviledge of Magiſterial Authority on thar 
Prerence, which in rhe 5th Chapter hath been proved 
ro be vain and groundleſs,” and which manifeſtly is 
oppoſite to all rhe fundamental Principles of Prote- 
ſtant. 
It may be thou verily believeſt that thy Conceits and 
Opinions are the genuine Senſe of Scripture ; but why 
ſhall nor another prerend the fame of his Interpretati- 
ons ? Upon whar Pretence ſhall any of us ſer up for 
Magiſterial Judges ; or with whar Face ſhall any dare 
ro aſcribe thar Right ro himſelf, who owns this ro be 
I Thar all Men ought to have the liberry 
to jadge for themſelves ? 

How can then any Proteſtants any manner of ways 
oppoſe our Merhod of Union,, the Method of Scripture, 
or nor conrent themſelves with the Terms and generali- 
ty of Scripture, in order to Agreement and Union ? 

Are not the Scriptures clear to every one's Conſci- 
ence, as 0 all things abſolutely neceflary ? : 

$ 
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Is there any other Judge appointed, magiſterially ro 
judge of hoanrFh " wm R ; 

Who do Proteſtants ſay muſt be that Judge ; and 
what is it that he muſt do ? 

If no. Man is to be the abſolute and magiſterial Judge 
of Controverſies, and none have right magiſterially ro | 
interpret Scripture ; then neceſſarily it muſt be left in 
the Latirude that the Words are capable of : **. For if 
* any deſtroyed that Latitude, they. would abſolutely 
** overthrow the Proteſtant Principles, and ſetup again, 
* aQually, thoſe of the Church of Rome, ” This is a 
weighry Argument to convince Proteſtants of the ne- 
ceffiry of ſticking expreſly to Scripeuraliſm, if it ap- 
pear, as it ſo evidently doth , that a contrary Method 
1s abſolutely inconſiſtent with their Principles; for then 
they muſt either hold ro this Method, or renounce their 
own Principles, and ceaſe ro be Proreftants. There 
is no Medium, if they will act confiltently ro themſelves. 
And ſurely ir is a ſhameful piece of Raſhneſs and In- 
confideration, to admit: of Principles in-+be Theory, and 
condema them in the Prafice. | 

I would therefore particularly intreat our diſſentin 
Brethren, and "them any where in the World who W; 
by the ſame Meaſures, who ſeem ro take the leair no- 
tice of theſe Things, aſſuming the Right, direQtly con- 
trary. to. the Method of Scripture, of Framing, not Ar- 
ticles of Peace, bur large Profeflions, which are ſo ma- 
ny Magiſterial Interpretations and Determinations, which 
they make as binding as the Divine Oracles ; to con- 
ſider fincerely and atrentively what Grounds they go 
upon. 

"My earneſt deſire would. be ro reunite - all ſorts of 
Diſfſenters, in as much as they receive the Word of God 
for their Rule;; and I ſhew them, and all Proteſtants, 
the way to-a/happy Union: Bur it is upon ſuppoſition 
that they will conſtantly be guided by the Proteſtanr 
Principles, that they will follow them exaGily, and thar 
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they. will weigh them more carefully thart jr appears is 
ordinarily done. 

1 plead for rhe Method of Seripture, from thoſe Aﬀer- 
tions, which are the firſt Principles of the Reformarion : 
T hat ho Man'is to judge of Controverſies fot other 
Men'; That all Perſoris have the priviledge of judging 
for theniſelves';” That rhe Scriprures are ſufficiently clear, 
for eyery Man, '«s to all Things neceſſary ; That they 
a + oo = rfe& Rule, . nlp be 
abſolutely-necdleſs #nd faperfliious purpoſedly ro brin 
any Proofs, ro ſhew that theſe are Protetent Tebets, 
rhat being {6 notorSoirs #0411 Men, atid the very Refor- 
mation and our Separarion from the Chirch of Rome 

aided : Yet it might prove uſeful and 
ſarisfaQory, if in exatning the method of Union which 
FS <7 our Brethren who differ from ws, bur pro- 
$ a deep veneration for the firft Reformers, weighed 
at” the ſittie" titre and eonipared what rhoſe Doftors 
(who ſome of then ate inclined aImioft bliridly ro fol- 
bw) coferhet with their Diſciples univerſally ſay of rhe 
Principles of Proteſtants ; | for if their Expreffions be 
dily confidered; it will thereby appear thar they actu- 
ally ittiply-onr Merbod, 'the "Method of Seripruve. 

" Pet#Mirt5#,” for Inſtance; in ſeveral Plices ſpeaks 
to this wy! == In al things neceſſary ro Salvation, 
<« the Scriprnres are not ititricare nor dark 5 arid who- 
«© ever ſhall rea6 them arrentively and dilipently, will 
«-caffly fn that what is ſothetime abſcurely expreſſed, 
«is thnpht "Heatly it "other Places. (Lots Communts 
D; Pri Miarir4iy Tip, i4%). P. ro60.) 

* There 'is then no reaſon that our Adverfaries 

« ſhonlg dblipe vs 16 atquieſcero their Determinarions, 

# withont &&atninihg. '" St. Auſtin bath written ſome 
* Books of Chriftian' DoRrin, whete he lays down ma- 

"ny Kyſes'to interpret the Sctiptute.” Bur in none of 
« 'thetti he direQs us 1o'the Anthoriry of the Church. 
4 'He bids us in order to diſcover the ſenſe of obſcure 
ai A had os : hs « Places, 
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* Places, to conſult the meaning of the Words, to'take 
* heed to what goes before, and what follows, to ex- 
* plain an intricare Place by another more clear and 
** eaſy, and, in ſum, ro make ule of ſuch like means. 
(P. 7494) 
* The Word of God is moſt certain in ir ſelf, and 
* needs not ro be propped, or the ſenſe thereof to be 
* confirmed and eſtabliſhed, by Men's Authoriry. The 
* Church indeed is the Pillar and Ground of Truth, 
** in. as much; as ſhe- is the Depoſitary of 'Holy Wrir, 
« and the Text of Scripture is bath preſerved and 
* kept, and read -and preached in the mid(t of her-; 
4 for-our of the Chriftian Church the revealed Word 
* of God is not to be heard of : Bur the Church is nor 
« faid ro be the Ground and Pillar of Truth, as if the 
« Word of God was uncertain and ſtaggering withour 
« her Determinarion of irs Senſe, or as if it was of no 
* Authority withour ſuch a Determination. As long 
* indeed as the Church (peaks agreeably ro Scriprure, 
« ſhe neither erreth, nor can err 5 but when-ſhe ſpeaks 
* oracts beſides ir, ſhe not only may err, but actually 
« errs... (sbid.) , 

* Faith is nor ſubjeRted to the Authority or Derer- 
* mination of che Church. The Office vf Ecclefiaſticks 
** is10-preach, exhort, reprove, warn, and conſtantly 
* repreſent what God ſaith in the Scriptures; bur the 
* trne Church doth nor defire ro be believed, further 
'« than- ſhe utrereth- the very Fords of God. (P. 490.) 

* Fathers differ in many Things from other Fathers; 
* Councils contradict one another: There are very 
'* few Fathers, and ſcarce any, that do not ſometime 
* err in moſt weighty Points; and there hath ofren 
** been occaſion to amend and redtify the Derermina- 
* tions of Councils, - Doth not the Seripture expreſty 
teſtify that all Men are Liars ? (P. 60.) \So far Peter 
Martyr. 
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© - Xainglim $ thus to the ſame purpoſe: * Chriſt 
- Org if the Scriptures, He ids us ſearch the 

*« Scriprures our ſelves, and doth not ſend us to Men, 
* to determine the Senſe of Scriprure for us. (Operum 
D. Huldr. Xuingli; ; Tigurt, 1581. Tom. prim. fol. 3.) 

* We need no other Councils than the pure, the true. 
* and uncorrupt Doctrin of Chriſt, Bur they (the Pa- 
* pits) will ſay, who ſhall end the Controverſies that 
* are now a-days in the Church, who ſhall magiſte- 
« rially judge of them ; who ſhall pronounce rhe de- 
. 4 cifive Sentence ? I anſwer, the Word of God ; nei- 
* ther will we-bear any other Judge. (ibid. fol. 107.) 

Whitaker likewiſe thus exprefſeth himſelf : © The 
* Word of God is ir ſelf borh rhe Senrence and the 
* Tudge, | the Interpreter and the Rule. (Guilielm, 
Whitakeri Come Theologic. Aurelia Allobrogum, 1610, 
Tom. Prim. P. 356.) * Theſe three Things are requi 


* fire in the ſupream Judge of Controverſies. Fir, 
* That we may be certain that his Judgment is true, 
* and that we'may rely _=_ ir, Secondly, Thar it 


*© be not-lawful to appeal from his Deciſions. Third- 
* Iy, That he be nor biafſed by any Parriality. Burt 
© none of theſe Properties and Advantages can be aſ- 
* cribed ro rhe Church: Bur they are all ro be found 
* in Scripture, and the Holy Spirit that ſpeaketh in 
* Scripture, The ſupream Judgment therefore is to 
« be attribured ro thels, and nat ro the Church. (56:4. 
P. 357.) Thar we may not let our ſelves be deceived, 
we are commanded to ſearch rhe Scripture, and try the 
Spirits. Butwhar room could there be for this caurion 
* of ſearching rhe Sctiprures, and this care of examining, 
or to what purpoſe could they be laid vpon us, if we 
were obliged merely ro hearken, and abſolutely ro ſub- 
* mirtowhar were raught by thoſe that might call them- 
** ſelves the Church? (Tom. Secund. P. 97.) 
* The Afertions of the Teachers and Paſtors of the 
ff Church are tp be carefully examined and tried by the 
K-14 « Word 
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«-Word of God,thar they may be afſented unto if they a- 
therewith, bar otherwiſe be rejected. Sairh Piſcaror. 
Commentar. in Libros Nov. Teſt, Herborne Naſſoviorum. 
1638. P. 632.) 

Bezz in ſome Places thus expreſſeth himſelf : * We 
4*-know thar the Truth of God is grounded on a much 
* firmer borrom than Men's Opinion , whether few or 
* many ; and we except our of the common Condition 
of Mankind (which is of being ſubject ro Ignorance 
«and Error) none but thoſe who have ſpoken by the 
«inſpiration of God, the Prophers (that iy and the 
* Apoſtles, by the Miniſtry of whom God hath been 
4: pleaſed that his Will ſhould be fully recorded in the 
« Canonical Books of the Old and New 'Teftamenr. 
* And Experience it ſelf contirmerh, nor only thar Hy- 
6 —— ignorant and malicions Perſons, and falſe 
* Prophets often bear Office in the Church ; bur alſo 
4 that the beſt Men do not always know all Things. (The- 
od. Bezzz Tracatr. Theolog. Vol. Prim. P. 38.) 

* The interpretation of Scripture is not to be ſought 
* for any where elſe bur in the Scriprure ir ſelf. Chrift 
* would not have warned Men to beware of the 
* Leaven of the Phariſees, if they that far in Moſes's 
* Chair had been abſolurely ro be ſubmirred unto : 
* And Caiaphas and the whole Council of the Jewiſh 
* Priefts had nor condemned our Saviour, if the Holy 
* Spirit had been always inſeparable from them thar 
* far in Aaron's Scat. (Ibid. Vol. Tert. P: 138.) 

Calvin likewiſe faith : © Faith is founded, nor in 
** Tgnorance, but in Knowledge ; and not inthe, Know- 
* Jedge of God only, bur alſo in that of his Fill, 
(Calo. Inftit. Lib. 3. Cap. 2. Se 2.) 

« Paul bids the Theſſalonians try all Things : Signi- 
* fying thar tho' all Men do not ſpeak exactly accord. 
'* ing to Scripture, however before we reject or con- 
* demn any DoQtrin, we are ro examine it. Men 
# uſually fail as to this Point, rwo ſeveral ways. For 
* ſome reject indifferently any DoQtrin, becanſe they 
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© hayebeen deceived or know that frequently ſome are 
* deceivd by ſuch as prerend . ro declare the Truth 
<<. in the Name of God : Others with a fooliſh creduli. 
** ry receive withour examining any Thing thar is pro- 
** pofed'ro them as oe nor God. Either of which 
** 1s Evil. For the firſt being full of their Prejudice, 
* make it impoſſible for them ever to be berter inform- 
* td : And the others raſhly expoſe themſelves ro any 
* Error that comes intheir way. The Apoftle is will-Wr 
* ing to draw back the Theflalonians from either ofo 
4 theſe-Extreams, and'bring them into the righr Path, 
i* when he borh forbids them ro condemn any Thing i 
**- before they have firſt duly examined -it, - and com- 
*mands them ro judge carefully, themſelves, before 
©. they: receive for certain thar which -is propoſed to 
* them. And certainly that Reverence at leaft is due 
* w rhe Divine Oracles, that we: deſpiſe not what is 
* ſaid ro come from God. - We are nor to be fo ne- 
« gligent'or indiffetent in.a Marter of this Moment, 
<« "bur are diligently ro judge and examine, before we 
« reject ir as falſe, or receive it 'as certainly true. 
<."'Whence we conclude, that God gives Chriftians the 
* Power to diſcern, that they may be able ro keep 
{< themſelves from being deceived by rhe 'Delufions of 
© Men : For if they had not the power of Diſcerning, 
<*<'the Apoſtle would in vain have bidden them to try 
« all Things, and hold that which is good. Bur 
« if we have nor ſufficiently of our ſelves the ability 
« of examining: whar is incumbent upoh us, we ruſt 
« 'beg ir of the Holy Spirir of God, which ſpake by 
« his Prophets. ' (Calv. Commentar. in Epiſtolas. P. 553.) 
% « Thus he that rightly knowerh whar uſe he is tc 
© make of the Holy Scriprure, wanrs nothing thar is 
« neceſſary to Salvarion, or to Holy Living. 
« Paul afſerrs that abſolarely rhe Scriprure is ſuſi- 
« cient ro make Men perfe&. Wherefore whoſoever 
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is nor content with rhe Scriprure, defires to be-wiſer 
than needs, or #s expedient, - (Ibid. P. 6g1.) - Sq far 
alvin. 

Now, certainly, the Method of Scripture appears to 
ve neceſſarily implied in theſe, and the like-Paffages of 
joſe eminent Doctors of the Reformarian-; 'in which 
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"m-Wheſe three "Things are unanimouſly held :: Firſt, That 
ny We 57 vey Authority magitterially ro inrerprer Scrip- 
i11-Wore ; bur, Secondly, Thar every Chriſtian: has 'righe 


of Fo examine, ro interpret and judge for himſelf; and 
ch, WThirdlyy- Thar all Things neceffary are fo clear- itr 
ing Wcriprute” rhar whoſoever reads it with Application and 


m-Wincerity, "may eaſily find rhem there. 

ore The famous Le Blanc (one of the moſt eſteemed 'of 
ro Fnodern Writers, among Proreſtants,) is 41ſo expreſs and 
Luc vl! ro that purpoſe ;/ and what he ſay'th, is-the gene- 


154! ſenſe of all Proteſtants withour exception. 
Proteſtants, ſaith he, © hold rhart all Things neceſſa- 
' xy to Salvation are clear- in Scripture, + Bur at the 
' ſame-rime they acknowledg rhar often the Scriprure 
ue. W* is obſcure and very difficulr, as ro thoſe Things that 
he ' are not of the like neceſfity.” (Ludov. Le Blanc. 
ep Wheſts Thedlog, Londin. 1675. P. 129. Theſes de Script; 
of {Wacr. Perſpituit. Theſe 2.) 
g, & © By the difficale places thar ſometimes occur -in 
ry MF Scriptute,, God has been willing to exerciſe out 
ut WW Induſtry, and excite us to a careful reading of his 
ty MW Word. He has ordered Things as they are there, 
at WW" left on the onE hand a perperaal Clearne(s and Evi- 
dy We dence ſhould render Men lazy and carete(s in read-' 
3-) WW ing the Scripture; or on the other leſt a roo great 
rc i difficulty ſhould diſcourage us from reading it at all. 
1s Ibid-Thef. i1,) 

* Proteſtants do nor aſſert ' rhar the Scriprure is ſo- 
- WF clear and evident in all Things any ways neceſſary 
er WW to Faith and to Salvation; rhar in order to underſtand 
18 * it there need no ſtudy, no care and diligence, as if 
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« any Chriſtian could; preſently, be ſufficiently aſſured 
> of? irs Senſe, withour any org of ror (Ibid, 
Thef. 12.) | 

© To "that intent that all 'mighr diſcern the ſenſe of 

« Scripture, among other helps,” God has given Teach- 

** ers to' bis Church, 'thar-might. explain cthe-Word of 

* God, diſplay rhe ſenſe of Scriprure, - and as it were 

* guide with the'Hand the Congregarion of the Faith- 

* ful ro @ right underſtanding thereof. (Ibid. Theſ. 13.) 

* Which ſenſe of Scripture-nevertheleſs, as it is hewn 

« and diſplayed by their Teachers, Chriftian People 

* are nor blindly ro receive without examining, whe- 

* ther it be indeed the true ſenſe of Scripture. (61d, 

Theſ.'1;) 

«Ir is harder to find our and diſcuſs the ſenſe of a 

« Pafſage one ſelf, than ro diſcern and judge of ir, by 

* the very evidence of the Truth, when it is diſcuſſed 
© and"demonſtrated by another Perſon. - To help his 
** People, to make theſe Diſcufſions , . God bas given 
« Miniſters ro his Church. And then, to judge aright, 
« 'in Matters of Moment, when they are repreſented and 
« - conſidered, there ſeems no more ro be requiſite, bur 
** the affiftance of the Holy Spirit, which no 
* Chriſtian can be wirhour. (Ibid. The/7 15.) 

" *: Undeniably; when God cauſed/the -Dodtrin of 
«* Holy Tn to be- recorded in Writing, his De- 
* ſign was that by that means ir might be more eafily 
* preſerved and propagated in the ; World, and kept 
** fromthe alreration thar otherwiſe it might have been 

© liable ro thro' Man's Fraud, or Miſtake -and For- 

* gerfulneſs. Now God could not have intended thar 

* end by this means, if the Scripture were. ſo obſcure, 

** that withour the help of Tradition Chriſtians could 

© not be certain of irs ſenſe. (Ibid. Theſs. 27.) 

* God has given the Scripture to Men, that in read- 

*« ing the ſame, all might learn h's Will: The Apoſtle 

* ſolemnly chargerh that his Epiſtles be read e7 Mt 
«6 ri- 
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'« Chriſtians; and he declares that he writerh ( nor only 
* to the Governours of the Church, bur). ro all the 
* Faithful.. Now if God has cauſed His Word to be 
* written.t0 the end that all Chriſtians indifferently, in 
« reading ir, might thereby be inſtructed in the Do- 
« trine of Salvation ; without doubr He has provided ir 
* robe written ſo clearly, thar all, accordingly, in read- 
« ing or hearing of it, may by that means learn and 
* underſtand thoſe things thar are neceflary to be un- 
« derſtood or to be learned in order to obtain Salyation, 
« and to have a right Faith. Bur they could never do 


* ſo by the reading of Scripture, if it was ſo obſcure 


* and ambiguous that they that. read and bear it were 
* not abſolutely able co diſtinguiſh the true ſenſe there- 
* of, and if ir was ſo uncertain that ir could be rurned 
* and drawn of any (ide, like a noſe of Wax. Ibid. The. 


2.48.) 
* If the ſenſe of Scripture, in Scriprure it ſelf, is ob- 
* {cure and uncertain, and if the Authority and Deter- 
'* mination of the Church is neceſſary ro. be certain of 
* it; then truly the Scriprure in no wile deſerves the 
'* name of a Rule, ſeeing a Rule ought to be a thing 
* in it ſelf certain and determined, and by ir {elf cafily 
* knowable in its kind. Nay, the Determination of 
* the Church ſhall be even the Rule of Scripture, if 
* the words of Scripture do not derermine irs {enſe, bur 
* that mult be defined and determined by rhe mouth 
** and reftimpny of the Church. (15id. The. 29.4 
© Certainly thoſe Divines manifeſtly contradict them- 
* ſelves, who on the one fide allow the Scripture to be 
* the Rule of Faith, or parc of the Rule; and yer on 
* the other, cry thar ir is no more certain than a Noſe 
* of Wax or a'Leaden Rule. A Leaden Rule that turns 
* and bends at the pleaſure of him thar uſerh jr, 1s no 
* Rule ar all, neither deſerves in any wile that name. 
* Whoever then callerh a thing a Leaden Rule, there- 
* by actually denies that ro be a Rule. (151d. ng, 
hus 


s Cas) 

Thns Le Blanc. And is not this expreſly to eſtabliſh 
the Method of Scripture? In the name of God do nor all 
theſe Paſſages import that the Scriptures muſt be lef: 
in all their Latitude ro every one's judgment, and muſt 
by no means, and for no 'pretended reaſons, be more 
derermined 'by any Authority than they are expreſly in 
themſelves; bur that in themſelves they abundan!ly ſe: 
forth all neceſſary marter of Edification, and that con- 
ſequenrly, they are ſufficient Terms of Union? Other. 
wiſe, could any one (erioully fay theſe Principles imply 
that the Seripture is an wncertain Rule withour the De- 
rermination of the Charch, ſo that Proteſtants according 
to their Principles can admit of no Terms of Union, 
without each Parry propoſe Un-ſcriptural Articles, and 
Determinations of their own, and afſume the Authority 
Meg ifterially to impoſe them upon one another, prerend- 
ing that except matters be thus determined by them, and 
thoſe Definitions and Decifions of rheirs be ſubmitred 
umo, the Scriptures, which are owned to be Sufficient 
and PerfeR, -will in themſelves be dangerous, and be- 
ing lefrin their Larirude, will be a Leaden-Rule ? Mon- 
frous and Comradidting ! 

' 4 Humiano capiti cervicem pictor equinam, 9c. 
- Nothing can be thoughr of, fo prodigioufly inconſ+- 
ſent, as. holding the Proteſtant Principles, (which we 
e viewed) to oppoſe the Method. of Scripture. If then 


we are and will be Proteſtants, we muſt neceffarily con- 
clude with our Method, and own that © rhe Bible only 
is the. Religion of Proteſtanty, 
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CHAP. IL 


The third Argument for the Method of 
Scripture. 


her. 

ply E have ſhewn firft, that a Method contrary to 
De. Seripturaliſm, is nor fir nor juſt, and ſecondly, 
ling | that the Method of Scripture is agreeable to, and implied 
fon, in the Principles of the Reformation. To come to more 
and Y expreſs Proofs of irs firneſs and of its reaſonableneſs, 


we muſt now conſider, thirdly, Thar in its own nature 
our Method will effect thar good end, which all Chri- 
ftians ſome way or other aim at, or ought to aim ar, 


red namely, The Reſtoring Peace to Chriſtendom, and U. 
ent | niting all rboſe that hold the Scripture for the Rule of their 
be. BY Faith. 

Die Thar it is earneſtly to be wiſhr that all who admir of 


the Authoriry of Holy Scripture, ſhould live in Unity 
and godly Love, is manifeſt; ſeeing that #s aſſuredly 
their Duty, and Animokiies and Diviſions are unſpechably 
miſchievous to Chriſtianity, hinder Infide/s from being 
converted, and make Chriſtians generally to buſy them- 
ſelves after the ſhadow, whilſt they neglect and ler go 
the Subſtance of Retigion, raking for the moſt parr ſuch 
meaſures as are actually finful, and forget:ing the moſt 
ſacred Dutiesof Charity, and often of Humaniry ir ſelf. 
Now Scripturaliſm lays down the Rule, generally ap- 
proved by all Chriſtians, and- eſtabliſherh this (from 
thence following) Principle, that all Parties muſt con- 
form themſelves, art leaſt exrernally, and fincerely, ro 
the ſaid Rule. An external Conformity to all things ex- 
preſſed in the Rule belonging to a Community, is that 2 
which makes the Union of it. Several Parties, without 


any 
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.conſequente.to- the Union of - the Sociery, ma 
odionns rhoughts of their own. concerning rhe . 
a&t \import-and,,meaving of ſome: ourward Acts and 
Terms in which-they agree; andluthey do nor diſturb 
the Peace of the Community by: their different - ſenti- 
ments, bus pt y. agree-in the-generaliry or latitude, 
of 'rhe ſaid Terms;- thoſe differences'are not ar all-miſ- 
chievous or hurrful/to the! whole Body : The Union; 
notwithſtanding ſuch differing conceptions, is inviolared 


and-entue- The caſe is the ſame as to the Union of the + 


Ghurch. If the Members thereof agree in the outward 
Terms and Ads, as; they, are expreſled in their Rule, 
that ſuffices for Union. Even ſeveral Aſſemblies may 
bold Union and a good underftanding-one with anocher, 
notwithſtanding ſome outward Differences, if they u- 
nanimouſly keep to the ſame Rule, and murually allow 
ro:cach orher a free judgment inunderſtanding the ſaid 
Rule: mga be their Differences, they. cannot bur 

thus generally agree (atleaſt Proteftancs ) * 
* See Chap» 19+ if they Religiouſly Rick to the Latitude of 
the Terms of Scriprure. That is then che cerrain way 
ro-reftore -Peace to. Chriftians; ſo thar if theh follow ir, 
they-will .infallibly Unite, notwithſtanding their diffe- 
rent Senriments in many particulars. 
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The fourth Argument for ;he Method of 
Scripture. 


'F HE fourth Argument is, That our Method of U- 
2 +. nion is the belt ſecuriry for the Truth ar all rimes. 
God is roo: good, and the Terms of the Goſpel are roo 
merciful and Gracious, ro make the way of Salvation 


inex- 
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inextricable, or next to-impoſlible to be found our with: 
Evidence and Certainty. / Neyertheleſs, how eaſy fo- 
ever ir; may be in ir {elf zo know God and his:Will, 
under the Goſpel, if we do., what is. incymbent upon 
us-3-, yer we, muſt nor imagine 'to attain. thereto,» if we 

quite contrary to what we ſhould. ;! if we thearken 
to nothing bur our Prejudices,and proceed careleſly and 
imprudently in our ſeach of Truth. Which thoſe do,thar 
do not-give themſelves leave clearly and freely ro conſi- 
der. the Reaſons of others, bur raſhly and partially con- 
demn rbem,(how weighty ſoever rbey;be inthemlelves,) 

and inconliderately prefer, before them, ;their own . Q. 
pinions, what - ever they are, when they might dif- 
cern their weakneſs if they carefully conſidered them, 
ſo as.to compare them impartially with the Grounds 
and Reaſons of other Men. 

There is no miſtake bur there is ſome ſeemingly 

bable Grounds. for it, which occaſion it : God will 

ave us therefore act like Men, and conſider freely 
and atrentively of things, as - reaſonable Creatures 

onght to do. . 

Indeed having entred into a Parry, or an Opinion 
with all the finceriry of our- Soul, and being perſaaded 
of the goodneſs of it, 'we ſhould 'not do well, lightly 
toforſakeir. Bur yer the Love of our Opinions; ſhould 
never put ir our of our power-ro weigh an Argument, 
nor incline us to prefer a Sophiſtical reaſoning before 
Solid Proof and Subſtantial Reaſon, when it' may be 
diſcerned. 

"An honeſt Man's conſtant deſign, ought ro be the 
ſincere diſcovery and acknowledgment of Truch. "That 
ought ro be dearer ro. him, than the 'deareſt-things 
whatever befides. This none will diſpare. Neverches- | 
Jefsit is certain when Men have not an-abſolute. free- 
dom- ro chuſe rheir Opinions, there 4re..yery few that 
will examine and judge imparrially, .or atleaſt rhar 


will\profeſs any other Belief, rhan that which is Efta- 
| E bliſked 
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.as was obſerved, to 


Wherefore accortling to the ordinary Courſe of” things, 
he Frach muft be-very ill ſecured, [when 4 free cont 
deration of ir is .not-allowed.. Thar is to-truſt ir on:the 
Multirade, and'to-ventate right or-wrong to be of 1he 
firongeſt Side.” Ir follows therefore: that Seriptarals/m 
is" the only' Merhbod ' of Union advantageous to-the 
Truth, and thac is-capable to(ſeonte it equally ar all 
ries ;; ſeeing that no other Mi#b>d but this alone fo 
favours /Fruth-as to encourage an induſtrions Serrols; and 
fineere Profeſſion of it. YN 


"_ = Wh 


CH-A-P,, XI. 
The Fifth" Aftument. © 


: FL next Argument for. rhe-Memhod. of: Scripture is, 

F | That it is Juſt, Pious and. Rational. Ir .appears 
by whar- has been faid, that -properly therej. age bur 
Two Methods for Union : That of Scripewre, and. that 
of: Authorizy ; for as/for Diſpurarion, it is. impoſſible, 
| all. Men - uno; .the.lame 
Belief in all things ; therefore it never,was, nor,cyer 
will be a Means of Union ; and tho' ir ſometimes ſerves 
fora prerence, as if the Unſcripturat and difpurable 
Terms propoſed as Terms of Union, were only found- 
e& upon, and-nthered in with Reaſon ; yer certainly 


thoſe rhar make ufe of this way -ro Eſtabliſh any /\ 


other on Seripeuraliſm, never reſt: meerly 
upon thar Method, nor rely alrogerher upon the - 
neſs of the Cauſe managed in their Diſpures, as | on 


would 


” +» ta 7 


ms (3 & OO & *© 


NR, & 


ww 


Onan wu ET ro oo 


k_ ew_ 


— 5 Wy 0 


(5x) 
would content-themſelves withrhe effect thar their Rea+ 
ſons and Arguments 'may* have ;; bmr- ro this pretended 
Method they joyn that of Aathorrty.; thar is ar 'the 
long run the way by. which themſetves end the. .Con- 
rroverſie'; they Diſpute; but: fiK'aHl: chings are De 
creed ; and afrer all, if you'lt Wnice-- with chem, you 
muſt, ſay what. you pleaſe, ſubmir to their own 
Terms ; ſo that Violence and Oppreffion are annexed 
to; and are inſeparable from this Merbtod, which may 
properly: becalled the Mettiod, nor meerty af Aurho- 
firy, bur of Unjaftice and Tyramry:For if im' any man- 
- ner we make uſe of the'way of Authority w unire dit 
ferem Parties, by forcing @ll rhe reſt ro comply tottic 
Terms and Sentimenrs of the one of then; they rhar 
make uwfe of this Merbod, ' beſide thar rhey run the 
hazard of being found {as we have feen) even to fight 
againſt God, and ro exterminate the Truth, 

Men may Err ; they deal with others, as they w 
norbe dealt with rhemfetves; rhey | oppreſs the Confſei- 
ences of other Men, and they Rob theny of their Li- 
berry, and deprive them of the Right (which is con 
mon ro all Men) every ore ro-jndge for himſelf. 

- But the "Merhod of SHIprurt is Piows; Rational; and 
Juft;' becauſe thereiti nothing is offere@'to"others, char 
we would eſteetn unfult &r enmrexfonable if ir was of- 
fered'us. And ir is the ofly Juſt ahd Reaſonable Me- 
the#; becauſe in the uſe of  thar Method alone, xs we 
have obſerved, Men def with others as they would 
be*wilfing thar others ſhoold deat with them. 
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THE Laſt Argument-is, That aur Method of Union 
is agreeable tothe expreſs Injunctions and Ora- 
cles of the Word of-God.: The Method which the Gol- 
Pt lays dawn,/and; Teaches, Imports, not that, Chriſti- 
ans ſhould be, enſlaved to the Judgment of any Men. 
Stand: faſt; ſaich St; Paul, ' in. the Liberty | wherewith 
**;-Ghriſt has made us free, and be not entangled again 
** «with the; Y oke of ., Bondage;as it is,Gelat.3.1. Which 
words may-certainly be accommodated. ro this Subject; 
fag the Liter wherewith, Chraſt, has. made ws , free, is 
ngt-r0)be' reſtrained ro/-the being. freed from Circum- 
cifion qnly,.. bur it is/truly extended ig. the, being deli- 
vered frotn all real '$p;ritual, Bondage, and: the being 
reſtored! ro all true ſpiritus! Freedom and Liberty. 
The Goſpel cannot then require that 'we.ſhould fub- 
mit to: -Humane-. Authority, un Magers -of Rehgion ; 
bur it recommends to us a free and. impartial Search 
of the Scriptures, and conſequently allows us tg, judge 
for oar ſelves. . John 5. 39. | Search,; the. Scriptures. 
Ads 17-11: - Theſe ( the Bereans.) ; were- more noble 
in that ---— they ſearched the Scriptures . daily, wbether 
thoſe things were ſo. 1 Cor. 10. 15. Fudge ye what 
F ſay 1 Theſſ. 5. 21, Prove all things. 1 John 4. 1. 
Believe not. every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, whether 
they are of God. Ads 4. 19. Whether it be right in 


* the ſight. of God, to hearken unto you more than unto | 


God, judge ye. Acts 5. 29. We ought to Obey God ra- 
ther than Men, 2 Cor. 1- 24, We have not Dominion 
over your Faith 1 Peter 5. 3. Neither as being Lords 
over Gods heritage, And 
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And if, after a fincere Search and - careful conſide- 
ration, we Err in our Judgment; it doth not autho- 
rize any Church or Sociery of Men to condemn us for 
our Errours, bur chargeth them ro bear with us. 

Rom. 14. 4. Who art thou that Fudgeſt another 
Man's Servant ? To bs own Maſter he ftandeth or fal- 
leth.And at the 13th Verſe of the ſame Chaprer,*Ler us 
* not therefore Judge one another any more; but judge 
* this rather, rhar no Man put a'ftumbling-block, or 
© an occaſion to fall in his Brother's way. 

Indeed as for things which manifeſtly are not hurt- 
ful. nor dangerous, and which muſt be determined one 
way or other,the Apoſtle intimatesthat theChurch muſt 
decide in ſuch Caſes,and that all ought freely ro comply 
to ſuch things for Order and Peace tales when they are 
Eſtabliſhed by Cuſtom, and cannot be alrered- nor a 
compliance to them refuſed without Diſorder and Con- 
fuſion. He inſtancerh, 1 Cor.1 1.4,5-in praying with ones 
Head Covered, or Uncovered. Now that muſt necefſa- 
rily be done either this way or the ather;and therefore 
that there, may be Order in the Church, it is neceſſary 
that ir be determined. And for things of this Nature, 
which are of fo litrle Conſequence,” and which yet maſt 
be regulared ; there can be-no betrer way than, 
for Union-ſake, tro leave ſuch ro Cuſtom, or ro the 
Governours of the Church, and the majority of Vores. 
That's the leaſt charcan be done, for 1o good a thing 
as Unity. Therefore tho' the Apoſtle offers ſome 0- 
ther Reaſons for whar was practiſed in this matrer, 
he concludes with this, at the 16th. Verſe, "Thar that 
was the general Cuſtom of the Church of God, and that 
here to oppoſe it would be the higheſt piece of Con- 
tention. 

Bur as for other things that to ſome might not ſeem 
to be ſo indifferent, and that it was not abſolutely ne- 
cefſary_to determine, (having no relation ro the pub- 


lick Order of the Aſſemblies, and it being poſſible ro 
. E 3 live 
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live in” Peae and Unicy, *norwithſtanding different 
Setiritnents about cher,” _ bur+ che- parricular' Per- 
ſotis thatheld them ' b&ing ' m' any- mieafare concerned 
were Ano Sr. 'Pah/willeth that chey be lefe in "the 
LANES inable, and thist every orie "may 
chein for tn <f as he thinketh beſt, the ndg- 
withr bf rhe Bmainenceft Perſons (concertingſuck ip) 
norwithſtanding. For rho' bimſelf declares what' was 
Opinion tn fome'ſuch particalars, you h& leaves” it Rill 
ro every ones Libetey bo Ea horns as they 
ſet goed" rhemiſelves'2 'as abonr rhs'Queſtion, Whe- 
ther nt was Lawful for Chiiſtians #» Ear all manner of 
Meats. 'or rg Bar Herbs _ (Rom.”14,) and when 
he* Treats of Marriage, and declares 'for what reſpects 
ir beſt ro Marry, or 'to abftain' "from Marrying, 


1 Cor. 7. 

He | will have Ken iwſuch Caſts quietly to enjoy 
by themſelves cheir own parricalar Opinions, and to 
make ho buſtle :#bonmr chem, nordifturb rheir Neigh+ 
bours, nor the Chorch with "them! In hore his Will 
is thar' Men ſhould 'keep' tro the fimplicity ' of rhe Go- 
{pel, and ſhould} Wnire | herein, howſoever they may 
otherwiſe differ in'Senriments : thar is wo ſay, nothing 
ſhould be made neceffary'as Terms of Union, 'bat the 

Word 'of 'Gtdjand an dchnow of 8 'for the 

for %s « Follow ' Righreouſnels; Faith, 
== omg em Thar call on the-Lord our of a pare 
oy {mid _ Queftions © avoid , which gender Strifes. 

2 Tin. 11, ke Paul willeth that to enterrain a 
Ofiriſtian Cointftinica with one*another, we tick to, 
and" coment our ſelves with that which is moſt indifpa- 
rable and generally received by thoſe who ſincerely em- 
brace Chriſtianity. © As he ſaith to the Philippians," 2, 
16; whivero” we have already ittained, or wherein we 
ar aſready agreed; Let ws wath bythat ſame Rule, Let 
# mind rhat chiefly, Ler* us Unire "therein. As for 
thinge, wherein we differ it» ty Sertiments, *f we 


follow 


ey 
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fallom-ithis Method | God. ſbel!, ſame way or. other, In- 
fora} theſe thar Err, as far as wiil-he neceſſary ;,. as he 
had-before {aid, in: the foregaing Verſe, The. ſame 
exhortarion (we find, Ron. 12: 16. Rom. 15. 5, 6, 7. 
Gal.:6.-16, '&6 - And, 4, Tim. 6: 34.4, 5- He Teach- 
eth} that ''; if any May conſent not 40. whalſome words, 
* even the words of our Lerd Feſus. Chrift; and to the 
* Doctrine! which is. according.to Godlinels:;: he is 
4 knowing nothing, but doting about Que- 
i'*- tions, and {trifes of Words, whereot cometh Enyy, 
{© Strife, Railings, evil Surmiſiogs, perverſc- Diſpu- 
4. rings of Men of corrupt Minds. | 
- Here he hewerh that ſeveral Chriſtians, even than 
differed in their thoughrs about many things, and, for 
thoſe differences, were - inclined to Diyifions ; but he 
aflerrs they ought by no means to divide, and needed 
nor: 20 do 17, nor be the Authors of Schiſm by am- 
poſing any thing Magiſterially upon one another ; ſce- 
ing[that the Chriſtian way of Union, of Peace and 
Godlinef is, as he reacherh thew,, ro conſent ro. the 
words of our Lord-Feſus - Chriſt ; which they do, thar 
Enos of Serveeare, wed oguing and boldig 
o ipeure, ily joyning | 
Communion -with thoſe that actually do 10. / 
- And indeed how can we think any other ro- be the 
meaning of the Apoltle in this matter, when -he tells us 
in other places, -** /That tbe: Holy Scriptures. are able 
*.to make us wiſe unto. Salvation, and are; profirable 
+ for Doctrine and Infiruction- in Righteouſneſs, that 
© the Man of God may. be perfect, and thorawly fur 
wiſhed 11t0 «ll good B/orks,: (2 Timm. 3+ 15, 16, 17.) 
and we are expreſly forbidden to add to, or diminiſh 
from-the Word of God... ''* Ye ſhall nor add unto the 
+. Word - which I command you, . neither ſhall you 
* diminiſh aught from it, that ye may keep. the 
4,Commandments of the Lord your God which I 
© command-you,.( Dewt.q- 2. p i* Every word of God 
|; E 4 is 
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«is pure.” Add rhou-nor umo His words, left He re- 
& grove thee and thou be found a ——— 6.) 
4+ I reftifie unro every'Man, 'if any 'Man ſhall Add un- 
© r0 theſe things,” God ſhall Add unto him the Plagues 
*-that are written in-this Book, (Rev. 22.18.) 

Who can receive theſe Oratles, without acknow- 
ledging the neceſſity of: the- Method of Scripeure, ro aCt 
according} ro theſe Doctrines and theſe InjunCctions ? 
For. if the Word of God 'is profitable for Infrudtion, 
and-.able ro:make us wiſe unto Salvarion ; and-if ir be 
ſo-expreſly forbidden ro Add ro, 'or-Diminiſh from \t ; 
how durſt any-rthar believes this, offer orher Terms of 
Union than the Scripture ir ſelf > Therefore, in Sum, 
he that conſenrs mor-ro the wholſom words: of the | Holy 
Spirit of God,acts expreſly contrary roScripture.**To the 
f--Law then,-and - ro the "Teſtimony: If any ſpeak 
. *:noraccording to this word, it is 'a fign that ' there 
43s no'Light un" them; ””- as faith 'the Propher, 1/2. 
$4120, 

And indeed, to; whar end 'is ir, (if' we conſider) that 
God hath given us his Holy-Scriprures ? For, in fine, 
are they not a-Perfect and Complear Rule ? We have 
ſeen what the: Word of God fſaith;' and what Prote- 
ſtarts accordingly Profeſs rouching theſe points. Now 
if we believe'tharthe Scriptures are given us-ro be 
the Rule © of our Faith and Prafice, and that they are 
— and'a moſt perfeft Rule, (agreeably ro what the 

ord of God witnefſeth ef" it ; ) what Plea can we 
have for our prerending'to Add ought thereto, or for 
our refuſing to approve of the Scriprures ' for Terms of 
Union? Do we know how things ought ro be regula- 
red or expreſſed, better than He that Dictared them ? 
If there isnor any thing ſuperfluous, or any thing want- 
ing and defective in the Scriptures; then let us con- 
cludg, that it is our Dury, punQually and' exactly ro 
ſtick ro' them ; and let us, conſequently, infer, that 
Ferzpturaliſm ' is the only rational and pious _ 

an 
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and- that alone which is agreeable ro the Word of 
God. 

i'Let-ns never think therefore of ary other Terms of 
Union, than the Method of Seriprure ;\ nor ever beat 
any other, to be Impoſed uporrus. Let us nor: reeeive 
Haman: Traditions, nor the Deciſions and Conjectures 
of- any Man, . as the Oracles of the only Wite God. 
Ler-us not conſent that rhe Liberry and Conſciences 
of Chriſtians be opprefſed ; That Unjuſtice and Par- 
rialiry bear the ſway in- the Chriſtian Church ;' Thar 
the Key of Knowledge be raken away from us ; Thar 
we be nor permirted tounderſtand the Scripture further 
than it ſhall pleaſe a few Humorſome Leading Men ; 
nor that 'Tyrannical Men be allowed ar their pleaſure ro 
quench the light of I(rael. 

Let usnor do ro other Men, what we would not 
they ſhould do unto us. Ler us not take thar: Autho- 
rity upon us, which we would -not be willing they 
ſhould rake upon- them, Ler us a&t like Men, / con/t- 
fently to our Principles, Let us in good earneſt. own 
the 'Word of God for a Perfect Rule; and if we have 
thar Reſpect and Veneration that we prerend for thar 
Sacred Word, ler us ſhew it by ſticking cloſe to ir, 
and-Religiouſly holding to its very Terms; and then 
we may all Unite. f 


CHAP, 
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T he Sam of whit may be 'ObjeStedi againſt the 


-» Merhod-of Seriprure; ' and "the Anſwer 44 
the firſt ObjetFiop, Prot 2 


FT HE Method of Screpture being- thus, -exprefly, pro- 
; ved r@:þe the only Jult and Religious Merbod of 
Uniao'; all the | Qbjections that Cavilling Men may 
form againſt it can be of no Weight. Nevertbele(s 
that we be nor in any thing . wanting /in-its Vindicaci- 
on, it being of the: greateſt Conſequence 40 rhe: Honour 
and Peace -of -rbe Church, ro the lecuricy of, Truth, the 
Diſcharge of every ones Duty,: and-rhe: Practice -of 
Juſtice among Chixtians in Religious Marrers, ( to 
which undeniably every one is bound -wpon- his Salva- 
tien, and as he-willan{wer it ro Almighry Gad ; ) we 
will conſider all* tbe. byjedtions that -can be made a- 
gainſt this Juſt Mexbod-of Union, . For as the . World 
is full of an evil Spirit -af Coatradiction, impatient; of 
any Reform,  abhorring any Þy biaſſed 
by Prejudice and Partiality, and bliq through In- 
conſideration - and- Paſſion 3 we may expect many Ob- 
;ections will be raiſed againſt our Method. Ir will be 
faid, That ir makes. the Scriptures a confuſed heap of 
ambiguous Words, . without any fixt Senſe ; Thar the 
admitting of it reduceth to nothing the Uſe and Necelſ- 
firy of Synodal Deciſions, and Expounding of the 
Word af ,God ; Thar it opens the Door tothe greateſt 
ConfuGon a5 ro differences of Qpinion,/in the Church, 
and rhat ir may Patronize moſt Errours ;- Thar it isnor 
a ſufficieot Profeſſion of .Faich, and- that many eſſential | 
Truths may"be thereby endangered ro be loſt; That Il { 
ir would ſayour of Indiffterence in Religion ro Com- I} | 
| municate | 
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 municate with men of different or unknown Opinions, 


Has would be unayoidable, admitting of the Method: of 
Scripture ; "Thar many excellenr "parts of Devotion 


would be omitted, if Chriſtians did abſolutely tick 
to Sciiptaral Pxpreffions in their Terms of Union 3 
bar according vo the Principles of Scripturabiſan, all 
celefiattical itution and Diſcipline. would be an- 
certain, ſubject ro innumerable differences and Contro- 
yerſies, and alterable ar the Fancy of every particalar 
Parry and Perſon. In ſhort, Thar thar Expedient is as 
or Uopradticable, as it s New and Strange; 
And'that it is of 'no Uſe, or art leaſt of no Necel- 


his all I think thar Mens Prejudices may poſfi- 
| apainſt  the-Meehod 'of Seripeure. I ſhall 

anſwer theſe ObjeQions, with the greateſt exaQtneſs 

can, in the fame Order that I have ſer rhe down, 

The firſt Obje&ion is, That Scripturaliſm ſeerns to 
be /a- diſhonourable- | gewnsr ir eas Word of 
God,making it nothing buta confu of Ambi 
ous ; wirhout any fixt Senſe. The Ground of 
this Obje&tion is becauſe according to Soripturali/ſm 
no Party has the priviledge Magiſterially to determine 
the ' Senſe' of any controverted place of Scriprure to 
their particular Judgment, bur ſuch places are to: be 
left in that Latirude which the words are capable of : 
From whence | the  Antiſcripturaliſts would conclude, 
that our Method of Union makes the Word of God 
# confuſed heap of Ambiguous Exprefiions. Bur the 
Falfiry of that conelufion will be fully evinc'd, if it be 
conſidered, 

1. That the greateſt part of whar is contained wi 
$criprure is uncontroverted and nnanimonſly agreed 
of by Chriſtians, eſpecially Proreftants. 

24. Thar in general whar is neceſſary to Salvation is 
ſufficiently clear and plain in the Sacred Writings; {6 
that rhe Senſe thereof may certainty, with you 

race 
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Grace,; be diſcerned there, by all that ſincerely Sruc 


:/34;..That:rhere being ſome places hard: to. be und 
Baad (fuch_ being granred to be)+in, Scripture; make 
ir.nat . therefore a_ heap of; ambiguous Words, no more 
thanuhe like doth other Ancient Books, wherein, thi 
molt / accurately. written, ſome Difficulcies' may be me 
with... Burt, * ; 

_ Laſily;; That, the holding it to be unreaſonable tha 
any. Party-hould take upon them to derermine Contre 
verted /10 their, particular Judgment, ſuppoſeth 
only..Men; to. be. Fallible, and: thar there is no Reaſon 
ro: truſt any Fallible Perſons to judge and decide fc 
athersin.Marters whereupon depends the Salvation « 
every. Man's Soul ; bur that every one is to judge for 
himlelf. 17h 

Thus in. the repreſentation;which Scripturaliſm makes 
of the Holy Scriptures,there is notbing diſhonourable to 
them ; all rhar {Scripeeralsſm implies, being, nor,  ( as 
we. have ſeen, )' that they. are a heap of Ambiguous 
Exprefſians,, but that there are difficulties in ſome 
Ke” an cn which may be miſunderſtood, if their 
meaning be not ſufficiently atrended -unto, and. which 
therefore (rho/ undoubredly they be ſuſceptible of a very 
good,Senſe,and of one Senſe more than of another, yer) it 
1s not. ſafe nor. fir, for the Reaſons mention'd, that they 
be. Magiſterially, derermin'd by any. Party, but every 
one | muſt have free liberty ro Study them, and deter- 
mine. the Senſe, thereof for himſelf only, underſtanding 
(I do not fay thoſe Ambiguous, bur ) thoſe difficult 
places according to his own Judgment, not being bound 

upon. any: account , whatſoever, therein implicitly to 
rely.apon, or ſubmix ro the Judgment of others. 

All this, which is , all rhat is implyed in the Method 
of Scripture, is Pious and Rational, and. is actually. the 
very Principles of Proteſtants, as abundantly appears 
by. what we have {cen on that particular in the Eighth 

Chapter 
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Chapter of this Treatiſe. And according to this Mes 
hod »of Ieaving the Scripture inits owr Larirade in 
pur Terms of Union, nor derermingng it one for/ario- 
\Fther.; far from doing any thing diſhonourable ro'God 
Hor ro his Word, Men in this marter\att in Humili 
Mand the Fear of God, ' with all due regard ro the''-Gra- 
cles of rhe Holy Ghoſt,and with rhe greateſt rendetneſs 
for the Truth : That Method,in fine; exerciſerh our-In- 
Ef duſtry and Verrue, and infallibly purs us in' the way 
(if we ſincerely follow it ) of diſcerning alt thar'is ne-« 
| ceffary that we ſhould diſcern in order to' Salvation'; 
Gf whereas no orher Method doth all this, bur the Method 
ff Seripture, -as we have ſhewn. Evidently therefore 
every Man, 'for his own: ſelf and no further, is. ro: fix 


>» fon the Senſe of difficult places: He'is to underſtand them 
according to. the beſt-:Light he can' have : He'muft 
keeY uſe all the means of Inſtruction poſſible ; and»when 
he has' done, in Sinceriry and Conſcience, what he can 
tw have the molt exatt underſtanding of difficult” Texrs; : 
he may (nay muſt) imparr his Diſcoveries :ahd Nori 
ons ro others, bur mult not prerend ro impoſe them 
cir 0 92 any Man, nor go about ro make ther in/any. mea» 
- 1 Wl fure; necefiary, as the Oracles of God ; himfelf being 
] bur-a, Man, (-atid, fo, it being poflible * for -bhim ro be 
y- miſtaken, ) 'and others having the ſame right} to-judge- 
«y © for themſelves, as he for himſelf. And: what Iſay'of' 
| } I one Man; is to'be underſtood of any: Men in" the pln-- 
") I cal Number ; no Company of Men, no'mbre than zviy 
\o i 90e Man, being infallible, and every Man having as 
5 Þ much right | ro judge for himſelf, as any - number of 
4 | Men for themſelves. % 
God requires ſincerity of Hearr, indiſpenſibly, from 
every one of us, as the ground-work cf our 'Religion. 
And he will try 'and exerciſe our Sinceriry, as he” dorh 
all our Verrues. Thar is the reaſon that he has thoughr 
fir to-pur things in no grearer Evidence than they ate in 
the Scriptures. He willeth that we inquire =_ and 
earch 
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fearth- things carefully-and diligently, to. give proof 
out\:Sinceriry; : And: if we :thas Hincerely Srady the 
Word at God, that is, wirk all the cares and; diligence 
wei:are capable of; weacquit our ſelves of our Dur 
wy this qarrer, and-cannot fail to difcoverwhar is-ab 
ſalutelyincceflary-thas | we ſhould know and do; for 
Supe Dconnent pre thcrcBet es vequizs ware 
usi than we are 
\ is wds'therr for: ous Ginceriry that God made Work; 
and Exerciſe, when” the ' Holy Ghoſt Dicta- 
red inthe Suile: wet have rheas in ; © and 

edus. (nor: vo fabmir: our Faith ro rhe 
Faittrof others, 'or require orhers to-ſubmir their - Fairh 
toours,/ bur) ro March and; Pray, rake heed to or 
rn ena we the Spirics wherber they be of God, 


ardgoy. <a and bald faſt abu6- whirls 55 'Oood, 
Cretan ordo. 1: 


-If wer were roſubmir to the. Ambhoriry and Decit- 
ons of any Men, if we were to:receive their Comment 
on the Word of: God as:Sacrediy":as the: Text, and if 
there: was any othee Fult Terms of: Union rhan Serip» 
beengi  arcf, Wanki ; Exaimi Jang 

venus of | ng, ning ' and ng 
. for our (elves? Can we have the Liberty Een 
mine our: | as we ſec Cauſe; and bold char-faſ 
which t6 us ) beſt; and "yer be boand:/to rely 
upon and ſnbtnir co the _Aarhoriry of orher © Men ? 
harifour Judgment differ from theirs*Then;cerrainly, 
we mauft captivare our Underſtanding tw their Aarho- 
oy 4 or we muſt ſay that their pretended: Aurhoriry 
njuſt and. Tyrannical, and a wicked and moſt 
damnable Uſarparion over the Liberties and Conſci- 
enceg of \/Chriftians:. 

-"Thus we muſt 'either rake up the Principles of Po- 
fry have recourſe ro- thar very. Method of: Aarhoriry 
which-we have ſo often, and wirh ſo much ſtrengrh and 
evidence Impeached, -(which' ro appofe and overthrow 
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i© 41-along the conſtant buſinefs'of this Diſourfe,-} 
and deny rhe aritiey ofexamining { or we matt athow 
of tbat Liberty; net it Word but in Deed, and iconfe- 
yacknowletge char no Men are 16 impoſe: their 
nmenrs- on-octher Men, and=<rhar' God tnakes the 
neveflity of knowing alt Frurchs 'depend- ( nor! on-the 
of others, bar ) ow our ''own- underftanding, 

and the opportunities of Knowledge ard Inſtruction 
thay'he purs'inro bar Hands. - And fo; if no-Man i3:0 
Judge for orhers, no one is 10 fir the” Senſe of comre- 
venied places of Scripeure for other Men, and conſe« 
rhe Scriprore maſt be left, in irs own Lariade, 

th efery ones Jidgmene of Diſcretion ; asir "appears - 
thar -it is neceflary ir ſhould! be; for the rryal of our 
Verme- and of our Singeriry : Whereas if we were 
rs-ſabmir to- the Judgmenr and Decifions of other Men, 
nothing could be incumbent on us bur' an implicic 
Faith and a blind Subdmiſſion,and no room were tetc for 
the - exefciſe of our finicere Induſtry, Care and: Diti- 
gerice, or for the proof of ous rea} Concernment” 'in 
duly Inftrudtingiour-fetves in all'Weighry' and Inpor- 
tinri Trurhs, ard+che grear affairs of our | Satvanion. 
Difficultics' then, / and fome Expreflions bard ro be mwn« 
derflded are; left/irt the Scriprures, on purpoſe to diſcern 
thoſe - thar are Unſtable and ' wilfally Jynorane, fromt 
thoſe -thar are fincerely defirous'ro/know God's Will, 
and-46 do-ir. Ir is rhe defign of God; rhar: Merr ſhould 
make: uſe- of their Reaſon, and of rheir! Appticariorr 
to-diſcover ( wirk his never failing Aſfiffance, ro-theny 
that conftamly: askrir by Prayer, ) where rhe Trath 
_ what that is which is neceffary” ro be belie- 


If God had left all Truths in ſuch:an| Evidence: thar 
the moſt careleſs andthe moſt wicked Perſons contdnor 
bur forrhwirtr be cerrain-of thera, wichour Study, (as 
it-would be if: rhere was a vititie-Anothoriry of 'Men'ro 
whoſe: Judgmercwe ſhould conftantly fubmir ;. ) where 


would 
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would be the praiſe-worrthinefs of Faith * Faith then 
would be:bura dry felf-evidetrt knowledpe,-in which 
there would be nv nore Verwe or Choree than in be- 
tieving, or rather knowing- char Five4ind'"T wo' make 
Seven. Bur if, |as Proteſtants hold; God: bas-cftablifh: 
ed no ſuch Authonry of - Men x0' whoſe Deciſions we 
muſt ſubmir- our. Jadgment ; then "ris plain. he has 
thought fic ro leave: g/poſiibility of erring; ro try whe-: 
ther Men' will rake pains to Jearnhis'Will; and their 
Dury:”: For if there be-no Party - «ppvinted -by God 
wo judge: of -Controverfies for -orher Men, every one. 
necefiarily muſt judge for-himſelf -as-well as he can., 


And if every.one is eo judge, for himſelf, as I ſaid; it, 
follows that the Scriprure' muſt be-Teft ( Articles of 


Peace notwithſtanding ) 11 al the Latirade: thar ir is' 
capable of, and conſequently muft -rior be reſtrained 
Magitterially-by any Men-to their own Senſe, For if 
the Scripture be (o reſtrained by" any * pretended ' Au- 
thoriry, it is evident,” Men have no more liberry ro 
judge: forthemſetves. - And if any+be allowed Magi- 
fternlly to decide; nor only there will-be:no- room left. 
(as we have ſhewn) for- Mens -exercifing- themſelves in 
the Study 'of God's Word, 'and- making /proof of their 
Sincerity in ufing-all-means poffible for a- right under-. 
ſtanding thereof z4bur at rhe ſame-time; places capable 
of ſeveral Senſes i being- reſtrained-ro- One, and ' made 
cn —_ ner nature of the Seriprures 
ſhalt actually be changed, by Men prerending to expreſs 
the Scriptures betrer'+chan the Holy” Ghoſt; while (if 
theſe pretended Judges +are not - infallible) the rrue 
meaning of the-Word of-God-ſhall poffibly *be Con- 


demned; "and - hindred tobe received by others ; the 


Comnfciences and Liberties of Chriftians ſhalt be oppreft 
under the cruelleft Tyranny, while Prond; Conceited : 
Men ſhall preſumptuouſly ſubſtirure rheir Comments 
inſtead of the Oracles of God ; and the Holy ' Scrip- 
rures ſhall be'Blaſphemouſly 'Derracted and Defamed, 


as 
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3 3f-þut.uncerrnia,,..n themſelves and ambiguous, ex« 
cept Mea bave  autboriry Magiſterially ro. Inter 
—— chem. #or.che.ceft of Mankind, and reeier ham 


. omn, Decigons -before/the. Scripmre. it ſelf. 


.»hus they that appole the Method: of Scripture, and 
will be. Judges avd Decerminersaf Controverſies, ex- 
preflya fer. tha the Scriprure is |bur a heap of ambi- 
quags Waris, and that 1n it ſelf, withour, theig Jeris 
five, delp, ir isa Leaden Rule, andlike a Neſe of Wax, 
and.chele, Men cry that. Scriprurgli/es. (who bold thatthe 
Scriprural Expreſſions. are, che; beft for all .the ends of 
Celigion, and thax the Scriptures are a Compleat © and 
Perfect Rule, ); make a dilhongurable 'Repreſentation 
of the Word of God. . Quis twler:t Gracches Jo ſeditioue 
Mines Who can bear Blaſphemers, acculing, others. 
of Blaſphemy 2.> ..; | Pfr 4 4 Hee WEL 

Whar. implies $cripruralifm(ſay they.) bur, the, bark. or 
outhde of, Religion... and whar are mere words, bur an, 
ite 40d ſenſlleſs Cane ?.,; What is the Scripture 1h. 
(elf, bur, as. ir,were.a dead. Letter .? May not; ſeveral 
Ferz eras draw, the Scriptures ,ro quite different 
Fake, and. Je" therein. do nothing contrary to-the 

Principles, of Scripeura/z/-m?. May.nor ſome _undeiitand 
the $cripure, . far. inſtance, , like the ' Remon/trants,. and 
be true Sorzpruraliſts 2 And others, underſtand the lame 
&riprure hke rhe Contxaremonſtrants, and: be Scriptures 
lifs.roorlt then the ſame Mer] od equally warrants diffe- 
rent, Interprerariqns, what dath wbur,make indeed rhe. 
Scripture. liketo, aNeſe of #ax,and aLeaden Rgle,which 
may..be .drawa. of any; fide, 2nd. .,be capable of any 
Form * Whexeas.if the  Scripgures.are-decermined 0. 
their. true Senſe (excluhvely..ro,..all-ochers, .chey will 

r Ggnificative,. and -will, be a fixt and. cer-, 
tain | 


_—_— 6 «anÞ" vb ni vS; ;-$ 

7 they. gevile. and vibge the- $criprure, caod pre 
fer the Comments and, Decifions of Men before ir,- But 
we have expoſed thar Folly, Impiety, n_ ory 
ewrt 
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lowing Criticks the liberty ro underſtand them other- 
| wile, 2. That were, excceding Impertinent. Ir is ſuf- 
ficienz.rhar the Book is ic ſeſf is well wricten, and is 
generally intelligible when read with Care and Appli- 
cation. Jt is true ;there are in ir (ome difficult paſſa- 
gesz whar then ?/ if rhey muſt be Magiſterially Inter- 
rezged, who ſhall do ir ; for, why ſhould one have thar 
ight, mote than anocher ? It follows rhertfors that 
every one muſt Interpret rhoſe gp > for littfelf, 
and be'tonrent that they be left tor Joffe if 
others, ds well as to his own ; bittno Crititk is to U- 
tp.the Aurboriry of [mpoſing his Irherpretzcibhe” 6h 
the; World, nor ought in Reaſorrro deſire it. Altho” 
a-Bobk be varioufly -undefftord, by ſeveral Perfoiis ; 
thats no diſparagemenc ro rhat Book. For thoſe pia- 
woe 3 are comroverred, whereas they ſeem 4 
ble of divers Senſes, may yer mort reaſotiably be ta- 
ken'in otic Senſe rather _rhan in any other; rho* thar be 
n6t;] for g YO cs, > Oe Ln 
+ av he conclufion then is, that the Book in it 
ſelf thay be Excelfenr, and. as Intaligible as is requi- 
and can' be ; Thar; In f6rt, to under 
and-it, chtre needs ro Magiſterial Determinations, 
ad rhat aff the difficult places rhiefein are ro be left to 
ery” ones particular Judgment. 
"All this may be applyed' rorhe $cr7fptutalifts Method 
of Interpreting Scripzure: The Latitude rhar Scripris 
raliſt4 leave the Scripture in, (whilſt they determine ir 
not Magiſteriatly, but. allow the liberty to' every one ro 
ime ir: for - liimfelf,) doth no axofe diſhohour 
i; than the Jike Latitude, iN which alt orher 
ks are _ Tf, diſtionours thett. Ir ap- 
pears chierefore thar Soipeuraliſmr makes no unworthy 
ation of rhe Word" of God ; and that the , 
'ord of (30d rap Fo ir ſelf 2 fit ati4 certain! Serfſe, 
tho"! no otie may Mayiſetially determine it. 
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1 The Anſwer" to the Secomd Oita, 


Tit E. Second Objection againſt the Method of F xip- 

zure is, .T bat che admitting... of , it, reduceth to. no- 
thong. the. 1(e and, Neceiy of. Synodal Decifians, and 
of Expoyndiag the, Word of. God. z As. if-the aſſerting 
Scriprure x9 be. a ſufficient, and, cat Rule, ,impli- 
ed that ir penn ng mannerto be ;Explainedone place 
by anpther ;.and.- thar Confulian,, and Diſorder .muſt 
I; herb be. introduced in F feReEts, Bur 

viate theſe gaiſtakes, we e ro T it 
is. . the /Dugy.of; Miniſters tg, Iota; in - WOE © 


God,..tboſe that. are, y Sempes N, 2.their Charge, re 
Y 


clear Proofs. and,good. Etk. 
and that it, is. the, Kr bo; 52H PA 0” 
ouſly; to hearken.to,the I Q! 

and. in Sincerity and the Fear'o 
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er.and Corfagen, 
if: Teachers? Were! _— = [; PExmitred,, pubic yy 


to- maintain any, erpretations.; a 
cular Sentiments z fo Rn br often, cauſe wel x16 
contentions, .and.ref Hexions of. eachers-upon,, one. ano- 
" ph which .undoubredly. inſtead of edifying, , would 

a Scandal to rhe. People. + 
Bur on- the orher.. hand, by. the. Liberty that.is al- 
lowed the Church to ſet terms of Peace, it. 1s not 
meant 


(Wy. 

meant” rhar the People muſt 'never hear, nor ever be 
permitted to receiye any other Sepſe of Scriprure, bur 
what may pleaſe" the majority of their Leaders and 
Guides. That were to fall into the other Extream, 
which is moſt Dgngarons, ard dorh,,nor differ from 
the - Anti-chriſtian Tyranny of the Church of Rome. 
For then the Miniſters of rhe Church would a& as if 
rliey were Infalltble ; and rthereby,as we have ſeen, they 
would oppreſs the Conſciences of Chriſtians, and poffibly 
immortalize ſome Ertors, and'render the acknowledy- 
ment'of ſome (perhaps) Imporrtme' Truths for ever 
impoſſible, diſcouraging, blunting; and purting a ſtop 
to the” Induftry* of thoſe © rhar''Study rhe Scriprures, 
bindering and cropping the diſcoveries that might be 
yet further made. 

There-muſt be therefore neceſſarily a mean berwixr 
theſe. "And it can beno other than that which is a- 
greeable ro the Principles* of Scripturaliſm :* Thar is, 
that in explaining difficult Points and obſcure Paſſages 
of Scripture, Teachers fairly repreſent rhe Reafong 
that'can be brvfighr for "the: ſeveral Senſes that rhe 
matter 'may be capable of, and ſo leave it to the Judg- 
thent'of the bearers. ' 
"This Expedient is ſubject to no danger or ' inconye- 
hence, ro which 'the others are liable. For by thar 
means,” Wranglings and Controvetfies 'ſhall' be ſaper- 
ſeed, only the Trath ſhall be fairly examin'd;, and 
the People enabled 'to Judge rightly for themſelves ; 
which they could nor be, if they were merely ro be 'ac- 

ainred' with what ſuired ro rhe Notions of the Ma- 
pre of rheir Leaders, or if Teachers,” on the other 

4, were allowed ro” raiſe Contenrions and Diftur- 
bances, and create confuſion. with in tiemſelyes. 

'All rhar miſchief wilt be infallibly prevented, if it 
be provided agreeably ro Seripturalifm, that the Peo- 
ple may, have an Impartial reprefentation of rhe proba, 
ble Senſes of Seripture;*which Teachersmay do; with- 
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ro the very Fo s 17 

Ed, 7 og 04h DEST 
ely or we. have x 

ST Longey 7 ry Fayre px m—_— Men, is to 


of rag go but that every one "is to 
le Ms fi prone why no Perſon, or ||. 
ErLA th ay'S ermine Magi exially for 

qther Men, s, have i + The Top in the > nll 4» 


EE es 
Man SE ano Ts ys FL: 


| pear rey 3k ro 


nd rugs yd deyiare from” Proceſtape Grounds, 

eb arrogare to themſelves _a 
pile they haye. ul Line ro, Tyrqvateaſly' wo 

ro others, ; BE Anvrom d qot bear thar others ſh | 


god cf ro_oppreſs the Po ave 5 Dibolealy 
attempt w extue, and ſo wi 
Men, a1 ]mpiou! ly to fun the hazard of injuring bi 


nocence, 


ih ns 
gerraialy, Fo 
in the wie; gh 'her NT OT, ſo to Alone 


—__ Tracks Loukich the! he is cert feigios are fach,) and 


$piricual Good 
of cheir Souls, chat no one may, ig track of wilful- 


ly, reje&, them, when if Men were lefs to the 
we. PlJe Fey right wetio + fe he Fe: 


wer, 
1ſt. There... are ſeyeral degrees, of Evidence 3 a 
can be truly. certain char they gre jn the ran” 
they. have ſuch dear and yndeniable Evid 
ar. what. they hold, that it would be 4 palpable come 
wei $ and Love Sus ro think Ga ban 
ving.. 
which is nor of that NET ag o bo of Evidence,bur i is 
x9 WY SSIS, if rhey find more reaſon for, ys 
it, they do well to believe. it ; they may 'be 
_— that. they find their Reaſons j ſuafive, "ay 
they.do what chey.can to Judge , that if they 
Bir gn not thezr fault, and . erefore they are 


2d. he certainty or perluaſion of a - Mi or Body 
of ic. doth , not irs b perſuade other Men, or 
make them certain ; becanſe Men = * fallible, and f 
(in caſes that are not of by a egree of done 


Ger) 


n ever, bur every one muff 
mn, and 6 indeed belicve | 

- erſt A his own *Confei= F 
ly aid f DOES 


th. What u ove- Man oo nor al 
Pr —_ ly. Careful fr 
Ein the Search. of | 'often looking 


tly upon is, of he fr come: from diffe- 
re of Gi: » Ye - he: However it is = 
tio, mn C en or* their Opinions, Go 
in he fag they have carefally Tak uſe, 'as 
we "rang of the | jeans be''has * givers thenn to In- 
a OOTS. Aaright, and have: nor carelefly pin- 

yt gs bein Ficbing thar,of orher 'Men,- 1 / þ 
We) w69/ hr neither Learning,: nor any 
oe Quai cations of Men oght 1 prejudice us in 
favour 
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favour of their Opinions bur thit ware hopartally 9 


e 'rh+ O yFthanſelveen1drion +4 
cob, Welhs Merritt WAfenthde thier hold a- 
cualty che'Truth, yer t = have ver the” more Right 
is Magifteriat Judpes of Controvererang tf 
rheir nations oh bithe?' Men; firſty'becanfe-eve- 
; Oy wo ] For himſelf "and "alf> becauſe,” if 
ſe' was admitted that thoſe who have: the 
Trnch'has thereby 'Right'to' forte Uther Men"!ro-re- 
ceive their 'Decifigns;/ir 4would'' neteffarity throw -all 
rhings into* confi; for thery every bne,. firmly be« 
lieyipg that what he holds is the” Troth;” would en- 
deavonr 'to Trhpols | his 'Feith "up6iy" tis Neighbour by 
any means, 5" 

$cb. Ir would* be whey: difiodburable ro-the Scrip» 
rures; *ard ro' rhe Holy Ghoſt Thar -Diftared them, 
ro" rhink that in themſelves they were nor! ſufficſenc fa 
viogly ro Inftrut ' Sincere "Perſons; ' who: diligently 
his nſe+ of 'alÞ the means of Inftrucaon, bit thar 
they were ſo Ambigagus -and Obſeure, rhat"rhus - pry 
would yer be impofſible for Sincere Men ſuffici 
underftand © them; *and that rhey would nor be if 
their Senſe was not "mote derermined than it 18 in the 
Text. 

'gtb. Ir appears thar' it'was not'God's defign nds 
ſuch a' provid ton/that'ir wereimpoſſible' ro” Err; -Ir- is 
enough" thar * the Scriptures are able to make us wiſh 
«<-unro Salvation, 2 Tim. 2; 15. Fam. r. 21. and thay 
they” -are profitable for Dofrine, for 'Inſtrutien, &c, 

2 Tim. 2.16, 0 

Laſtly, The bufinefs of the Charch s'nor td Force 


' and Compel, but ro"Teach' arid” Inftruct- by Reaſon 


and Perſuaſion. And,” as 'we have feen, that is the 
only Method that is agreeable to the Principles of Pro- 
teftants;” for if you ſuppoſe that a''Church has 4utho. 
rity to make Magiſterial Determinarions;and to-Impoſe 
ther on her Members ; then you eſtabliſh that Irevvs 
whic 


EH of = youlg in far ep le «1 they were . { 
__ rhe Primitive Creeds, and partic a1 


peculiarly Denominated Ap oficad,: 
fs rd 110 &. great oy ap 
© Miley S$triprure.  Hawbeit, this i is. indiſpu» 
ads his we may ſtick, ,that the Pundamen- 
ral Principle of Proteſtants in General, as we.  haye 
is, : That the Holy Serigewre m the, Compleat 


i "Porfol7 Rule of "Faith, Whatever be the Parries 
or 
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i. 


4jvg to whet St. * Pau faich;” (Gala 


teſtant Churches with one Conſent, and partigularly 
9 


ji 


iii 
i 
Th 


from Heaven ſbonly pronch 1118.) ff 
om Heaven 
let hin accurſed'; wad Jordin ing £0 
Dread. 4-2 and Rev.'2/2; 18, 19 

Wirh gaod and Religious Reaſon rherefare all 


LE 


, 


: 


'K 


t 


the Church -of England jri her 39 Articles, 1 478, 6,1 
26, 21. and effewhete, -maincgin theſe: Two Poings,. as 
the” main Principles of Religion :. Thar che | Rye of 
wat Religion is the Word of. God only 32nd 
chieir Faich ought not'co be an Implicit Faich, war. is; 
ro believe, tho' as the Charch beliepes, agaiolt or with- 
Qur ex Authority of Scripmre.. - 

And if all Proveſtenty, as Univerlally as they hold 


+1 


Shit hirkerns io ery medfure have been among = 
For hence it directly follows, Thar ne true Pre» 
teſt avs can Perſecure ar nor Tolerate his fellow. Prove» 
ſtant (tho _— from him in the yndevtanding 
of difficult places of Scripture) bur be myſt fladly, dev 
ny and renounce theſe rwo his own main Pri 
whereon Religion is founded ; while he would: w_ 
his Brother from that which he believes to he. 
Word of God eo wan Implicit Faich, (which he hi 
Condemns) to the endangering of his Brother's Squl, 
whethef by raſh belief, or diflimularion and bypediti- 
ca! compliance. 
Ir is rherefore rhe general conſent of all ſound, Rro- 
feſtant Writers, that neither Traditions, Canals ar 
anons, 


0) 
Caron) of any Vithdle Church; but the” oe 'onl 

"Ein be rhe finat* page dt Rulein titers of 'Retipion, 
-vnlt © only * Conſcitnce off every Chrſtiun to 


: which Proteftation, made by the firft pablick 
i» lv | v4 fnning 70 the "Name ira 
"RP2ht ; and With tHhit Nate bath eye? been reveived 
'thjs"DoQrine,” which prefers the Scripture before 'the 
:Churth;” and "acknowledges none' but the Soriprarefole 
Wterpreter' of ir fetf to/the Conſcience,” > 
- «© The Fonndarion and Rule*6f our Religion, is the 
«Jy ord of God," conrained in' the Holy Sctiptutes ; 
26 whith Cliriftians in all'Aget bave appealed,” as 
*\the ly Rule of Faith and Life faith the Late 
*Ardtibilhop Ti/{or/o, Sermons of Sincerity and Conftan 
5, &6Þ.i89707 10 'Þ 
* ©" The ready way tb Determine(thar is to ſay,ro end)Con- 
tHoverſics, is for toery" tne not to preſeribero orhers, or to 
Perſecute ; for © thin Men would' more talmly ' ſee the 
Truth and conſent - ſairh'the Learned Dr." Barrow. Treas» 
riſe of the Pope's Supremacy. P:2t5:** hO2, 
Mig. al bi redBve "the Scripture'for the only Rule, 
*4 2d beffeve whit is there plain, r/be only neceffary, 
- would (if they/trafy believed what- rhey 'profeſs'd, 
«7 hd" were" not Ted "ahde;either by prejudice, vr fone 
<**Popilh Relickrof holding whar bave been Tong 
«r4aght of following the Anrhotiry of fome*Perſons 
- v1 Uther a" Jive or dead; by them much eſteemed) ſooh 
7, In as muUbh  # neceſſary, 'and In'conthiding #0 
afſiry of ag>teing ih more there beingino doubt? bar 
ould ſoon' appear :plaitily what is 'plair. "The 
FPavlk 14nd's Reply to White's Anſwer, &t. 
The Profeffors of Chriftianity ſhould 'labour for 
*-the true Spirit. and temper of Chriſtians, and "then 
*# $6 world be as welt with the Chriſtian World, as if 
"we were all of ohe Mind ; rharis, they ſhould nor 
«*Magiſterially Tmpofe upon (one ihocher,- bur be” ſo 
citable 45'ro believe well of aF that Difſent from 


cc us 


ko 


(77) 


/%1BSe. Wheo, they: reerve the Seraptuges, ws "al | FE 
4 live good ives,and are of 4 mo and Peacea De, 
+ portmens, '',; Free Diſcourſe, of Moderate  Divines. 


P.308.- $0 village 54 Ly oy: 
+** It is. a piece of Tyranny, 00, near a Kin to thator 
«« cruel Procruſtes, for. apy to endeayour to farce -9- 
+..thers 10 þe juſt.of their. pirch and, ze in. Opinions, 
«and 10. approve of racir Sentiments. Ibid, P.3 Ve 
** If we would keep. the. Unity f the Chur Wwe 
** ſhould . obſerve. the . Rule . of. Faith, and Chari. 
*©tY-- The , Rule of Faith, requiring that we. con- 
* rain our ſelves within: the. St of the Word 
«of God, propoting, by Dodtrinezg be. tollow'd, bur 
*« that which. s. expreſſed in, that Ford, nor Ling 
* otherwaſe than that ſpeaks : and this the yen 
** Faith requires; for Fairhcomerh by, beaging, and hear- 
ing by the Word, of. God, Zanchy's Oration,, after 
the Compoſure of,che difference, berwixr him, and fe 
merbachius.: Sect. 113. And, 19. 4drontivs, in his 7th 
Book. of the. Stratagemsof Saran... . Bev gn gt 
y And, our. excellepr, Dr. Scillingflect, the Late;Right 
Reyerend Biſhop of Yarceſter, (in, bis Anſwer to, ſeve- 
ral.;.Treatiſes, occagoned by a Rok. o his Entituled,.. 
A Diſceurſe.concerning the, 1dalatiy praftiſed in the Chureb., 


=y_ 


= 


7 
of. Rome &c.in-the firft Part, P.269,270.)[peakgng. of ane. 
ye particulars in which he RG [ _— 
thority rhar belongs. ro the Goverpouirs of the, Church, 
and, having .ſhewn .zr ro. be this of meeting. ragether, 
far. Reforming. any. abuſes, either ,in,PraRice or. Do- 
Qrine, declaring whaz thofe abuſrs ate, and requiring. 
a conſent to ſuch: Propoſitigns as are, agreed upon. for 
thar end, of rhoſe; who. ate. to, enjoy the. Publick- OM 
ces..of., Teaching, and Inſtructing others; He adds, 
Thar that is © not. to the, End tha aJl thoſe Propofiti- 
* ons ſhould be believed as Articles. of Faith ; PE Poo 
« cauſe, no, Reformation. .can be, effeted, if Perſpns, 
* may'be, allowed. to - Preach and Officiare in the 
| * Church 


« Gol THe have been the. 


Primitive, rhe: Chriftian means of Sopprefſi 


and Herefies-in . rhe. Roman Church. Gs 


« pleaſe thing # is for Breen to be deſtrojed for 
* lack of Unity 1 How w96oFy the Seven Moun- 
4 tar are'the Feet of view e& the Blood 'of  He- 

« retsehs ! 


4 <2 —a© in. nn © zz» x 
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| dike Vffirr dre, low tre? oever theit 


C79.) 
©" /ofichs !Never were there two Mentad x mote Cx? 
* tholick ſpirir, than Dioclefien and Biſhop" Bottwer:"? * 

"It's then” pt pat, Secobding o ths Pie of 'PY64 
> pt Gm _ Re ace nor 


Kerr ere then 
Frag, ut ie RS iloins 20) 
with 'this reſerve,” a fa#f & they '4- 


ſent to rhemti th 


fee with the Word of God, (an outward or privative 
Alfent, being tor refagd, bur yielded unto, for Peace 


ind Union fake"; 2; ) they har ure ſo'p reſuctpruous, f 
{ay;” as thu$ ro fer þ wont Ft f Tadpes 
ant! Interpreters” re, are irvalt ty 


tis thy” 6- 
rhierwiſe be | 
As foe Profeſſions of Faith, 'vr Pradtices that 'art 
not © eotdenrly agtbeable to Scripture, and- rr wood 
be very dangerous' in caſe the Places that are thongh 
to warrant ther " were mifimderſtood and rentty fe 
plyed no ſuch thing”; no Church, wtf. to the 
Method of Scripture or the Prigeiples of Proteſtants, 
can ltave Juſt Authority to Impoſe'rhem on ber Mem- 


. bers, tho” even but as Articles of Peace. . 


So rhit the (Heft way, 'as Acontier obſerves, is thar 
alt 'Articles be moſtly compriſed. in rhe expreſs. og 
oh bow or in the words which :h4r Hol Sf 


 WBI&h by tur Lord vas i/e4 ro Teach us "y 


to make ufe of: For mg al. 

Chitrches'd6 agree in this, that" «ff this 3 ts 
Stvation the oy and filly copy 4 in in ihe He- 
ly Seripfure ; ard we in” making of Articles haye ho' 

but ctearly rs expreſs our Minds touching the 
cisf Poltits of Chrilticn Faich ; fines 'we can do this 
i9'- the words of $eripthre, which we els' to be 
perſpicuons in matters of this nature, why 4 we ra- 
ther chooſe to ſpeak iti out own words, than in the words 
of the Holy ' Ghoft? Do "we think” our ſelves wore 
Caarious rbati he was, or can we berrer See than he, 
what 
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-.4: The, Anſwer... to the Third Objett ion. - 


[HE Thi Objet? 5 is, That if Proteſlanes. a. 
TEEGOOL df rrprevalif, may 
| di £: 1n, c ry. ing gle, god the Door: will rhen 


Differen: | 
e "greats Confolion and Diſorder in 


Now if it be; meant rhaz the admitting of the. Method 
of Scripture neceflarily cauſes Men ro differ, .in things 
moſt eſſential, or allows them to raiſe Contentions a- 
bour their Differences ahd | particular . Sentimencs_; I 
anſwer, that it 1s a. Miſtake, as may appear by whar 
has been ſaid. | Bur if ir be  oply meant that che Me- 
thod of Scripture doth not Compel Men to be inwards. 


ly 


hen? 
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Opinions /I ſay," 


» there is no ing parti cular, "whi 


upon any orhey”* 
6falf thus it ſhould be'fq,and thax 

rain Mento wa #ly 

To. give ther * s Ob 
0. eat. make theſe Cohſi Cay > 


41/4; 1t-maſt be obſerved, rg hole wo " TY] 


receive. the 'H Scrij Wh, Ares © 
who inet Ms RAY t 9 00 their Poet 


cording to, the, Opponuniti means-.of 1 RT 
which rhey have, 'and NG K iy. Fr: whatfo- 
ever they can, ſee. reaſon ro Jadge .is Taught there” gs 
upon no account be blamed, 1fan their thoughts | 
happen to, differ from other. Menard Sheen Gr 
juſtly be. Rejected, ar Conge eby He | 
2dhy, 'We:muſt L Ana ww 76 p madre of 4 
Chucch. is particularly ro, croded A ; Siena 
of Opiaigns, is the T tubus 'and' ira 239th © Dj l 
puting of Teachers againſt. one another 3 tn publich.« 
ſemblzes 1; for that would oak ESE 6s, ari 
oepafion Diſorder -ahd ' "Scandal: efore no - 
Conſtinued Church, :evet wor, {rh 4 
ſrained;[ſuch Differences. And un , 
whaz-our: Church deligned, , in; the Traming of, Ber 
nons and Atricles, to avgaid  diverſt ies of Opinion, , as the 
Title, cherepf bears ; chat 13, ta hindet ;Teachers From 
mgintaining, contrary. Opin mions, and Dilp uritg # 
againit-angihey, which i expreſſly” protiBiiet by a 


* non. Bar edly out Cn doth, nor (4 ny 


Proreftzene, Church can reaſonably ) 'prer "aj to iD ih 
Coutiogers: of her, pederte fob 0 he C he: 
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of Mapiſtetially, ro | qt then what they” 


qo, or ſhall not believe. 
3097 It- is here to be minded; char it would even be 
to rhe PhothRt ant Principles, as we hive 
Fwrwwig riot to allow every one the liberty ro Judge 
for himſct, and thar thereby they would  untvoidably 


ft w the Popiſh Inquifirion. Proreſtanrs acttially pro- 


to. Exatiine and -- according to the Grottnds 
Fr pena a atich they find. And that thar is in ir 
and even rhar iris that Men 


Eu repreſent to tne ihother the Grounds of 


aswith carefal AGAERES WEOT thetn, 


7 hound their Bel 
"As it it a tg anſwer a. matter be- 
Fi ie, v;t8. 13.) fo it were per- 
ro judges a thing Credible, with- 
onable 4nd 
ns A 


ible Grounds for it. 
pvmanof being to Determine our | Be- 
only the Evidence; or Reaſons-arid Grounds 
a cage are found for the rhings ro be be- 
jeved, (the Men in themſelves being Fallible; ) 
it follows that iris Rational 'and Neceffary, not only 
thar Men ſhanld yield to rhe Evidence and eaſonsthar 
pe th, alcho' in their conceprionsof things, they did 
appen. ro differ never fo much from orherMen,bucalſo | 
thar they be allowed (tho' nor contentionfly and rumul- / 
tuouſly ro Diſpute, yer, as irwere wirhour taking Par- 
2 not Sopnmizing, bur Diſcuſſing and* Examining 
ings,) imparrially ro repreſent the Evidence and Rea- 


ſons 


tits 4 Right chat equally belongs ro all Men,” 


(33) 
ſors, which rhey find for, and againſt a thing. ' For 
if that was not allowed, the means of rrue Know« 
ledge and Certainry - would be raken awiy, which 
God- has given us, by due Conſideration, rightly c< 
inform onr ſelves of rhe certaihry of Things, Men (nor 
being Infallible, nor knowing all things ar once, but ) 
gerririg Tiftruction in rime and by degrees, asthey di- 

' ſeever, by their Induſtry; and rhe Grace of ' God; the 
certalty Grounds of Credibiliry in any triarrer. To 
hinder therefore the Fair and Impartial Reptefentation 
and Diſcufſion of thoſe - Grounds, would be a pro- 
phane Difpataging and wilful Obſtruting of themieans 
of Certainry and of true Information, an abſoture difſ- 
couragemenr of Learning, and rhe ſtop of Truth, by 
diſuſing our abilities to the ſearch of Khowledye, and 
forming invincible GbRtacles againſt, and atually ſappreſ< 


as thediſcoveries/that mipht be made. 


zthly, Toclear the Method of Seripture from the in- 
cohvenience thar is here objected againſt it, we muſt 
alſo conſider, as before, thar it is nor particular ro 
Seriptaraliſm to make no jnfallible proviſion againſt 
Men's differiting in their ] ent from one another z 
excepr we ſay that the Me of Scripture hath been 
always followed. \ 

Thete' were differences of Opinion among the An- 
cient Guides and Paſtors of rhe Chtiftian Charch ; and 
ift matters of as grear Momert, as thoſe are, in which 
the Proteſtants, following their Principles, can be di- 
vided in their Sentimenrs. As berween St. renew 
and Vi&or, St. Cyprian and Stephen, St. Chryſoftom and 
Theophilts, St. Ferom and Ruffinus, St. Cyril and Thed- 
doret, the Biſhops of the Conncil of Nice, and thoſe al- 
ſo' of Sardica, &c. 

An even there are Diviſions, yea as many anjong 
the Leartied of the Church of Rome ic ſelf,norwithſtatids 
ing the Magiſterial Authority affamed by rhat Church, 
as among the A— profeſs ro NAW 

2 


('34,) 
and: Interprer for themſelves, according to' the Method 
of Sertfture,: +3, ; | \ 
6th, "We muſt. bere again obſerve, that God thinks 
fi ro/ permir- that there þe differences, of Opigien, ro 
exerciſe the Sincerity. and. Indyſtry of Chriſtians, and 
diſtinguiſh thoſe-that are: Vertuouſly diſpoſed and Sin- 
cerely-careful.-to Tearn the; Wall of God, from _ thaſe 
that care) not 40-be ar-the-pains 10. do it... For till ir 
is | abſolutely Mens fault. if {zhey do nor difcern the 
Tops as -far. as' it -1s,neceſſary; for rhem,. ro diſcern ir. 
or," 
-.qthly,” We.muſt  confider, that differences of Opi- 
nions, / abour things Efſential, are not owing to the 
free Reading.,and | Studying of Scriprure, or to any 
WIGS S$eripturaliſts, bur to. a partial. and im- 
pack examination of Things, . It cannot be doubted 
ut that all neceſſary; Truth 45-attended with fo. much 
Evidence, .as that - it may be--certainly diſcerned by 
careful-Inquirers, {© far as it indiſpenſably concerns us 
ro:diſcern-12-; otherwiſe we were not under'a Diſpen- 
ſdtion-of /Grace;-or 'a benign Oecqnomy, bur - under 
the moſt Rigorous: and /Tyrannical Laws imaginable. 
If therefore. we + ever conſider imparrially the Argu- 
ments Pro and Con, as the Method of Scripture enjoyns ; 
the beſt Reaſon: will - thtn be -indubicably  Conſpicu- 
dus. : So: that the Principles . themſelves of Scriptura- 
lifm'do nor lead ro di ces 'of Opinion; bur- ro a 
real Conſent and unanimity in all things neceſſary. Bur 
rhe miſchief.is, that few Men regulate themſelves by 
thoſe-juſt Principles, bur the generality a&t by falle 
Meafures, - by Inconfideration and Prejudice, ſuffering 
themſelves ro be prepofſeſſed before due examina- 
tion, The moſt part Reaſon no better than thus 
for Inſtance, © Such a ohe- is -a Pious and Learned 
v"-Perſon, undoubredly uanderftands, and has well Ex- 


* amined ſuch a Marter ; therefore I hold irſafe; and | 


** every way beſt therein|ro be of kis Opinion. ” oy 
| 'v; 


| 
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ſo without expreſly admitring of the Principle of Tm- 
plicit Faith, they often ſubmit 'rheir Judgment” ro 'the 
Authority of other Men, Thus in effect; the "Diffe- 
rences of the People, among Proteſtants, are very rare- 
ly owing'to them, bur for the moſt part ro rhe diffe-' 
rent Senſes they in a manner implicirly receive from 
their Teachers. So that this Objeftion, and the uſual 
Practice of rhoſe Obje&ors ' which T am anſwering , 
manifeltly contradict (beſides what we have here al- 
ready: raken notice of') even the firſt Fundamental, 
and' the moſt eſſential Principles of Proteſtants ; and 
ſo ir cannot be urged: by any of them, withour over- 
throwing their own Foundation. For Proteſtants in 
the firſt place Expreſly and Unanimonſly hold, as we 
have before ſeen, that the Holy Scriprure is clear as 
to all rhings abſolutely neceſſary ; from -whence thar 
which I inſiſt upon neceffarily follows, that ſuch things 
will certainly bs diſcerned by all Sincere Perſons, .thart 1s, 
by all that fincerely do whar they are able, righ:ly 
and truly ro Underſtand the Word of God. As for 
thoſe that will not be Sincere, no Froyioon is made 
for them : Howbeit as it isexprefſed in the Parable, 
the Tares muſt be ſuffered ro grow up rogether with 


* the Wheat, otherwiſe the Wheat might be happily in 


danger of being pluck'd up and deſtroyed by Raſh and 
Violent Perſons, inconſiderately raking ir for rhe Tares ; 
bur in the time of rhe Harveſt,(ar the end of all rhings,) 
the Lord, that knowerh be't whart is tobe done, ſhall 
ſay to the R-apers, (who will nor be ſuch as may be 
guilry of any miſtake), Gather ye the Tares, and bind 
them in bundles to burn_them, but gather the Wheat 
into'my Barn, Mart. 13. 29; 3c. 

Thus it appears that they are inexcuſable before 
God, 'who do nor fo ſearch all neceffary Truths, as ro 
find them; and thar if Proteſtants exattly follow the 
(Rules of Scripturaliſm, (implied, as we have fthewn, 
in their own Principles, ) fincerely Study, and really 

g G 3 allow - 
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e Sin Srady of the Word of God. rhey 
EIN the aff my Orr of God, bur find whar' 
is ſo clearly conrai 


Bur, 

Fw As for things that are not ſo abſolutely necefla- 

, or wherein.the' beſt and Encereſt Men may. n+ 
fake, KY is paſt Diſpute, that gion may well bear 
one anothers panacea therein, Az a Learned Dean 
of our ( bimſelf, © There are very 
« few differing worth” the Contending for. 
« goo Li rhe general concernments of Religion and a 


are ſecured; we may be contenred that 
ould differ in Nicer Speculations, end it is 
« a Folly. to be diſcontented ar it, for they always 
« will, *o Jo. ye? rhino { 4 Defence of the 
hnowlegge of Feſus. P. 4 
onledges 3 the Differences which may be OCca- 
Goned by the - ned Are wat of Seripeuraliſm, are not, as 
we ſee, fo dangerous as is pretended, in all probabi- 
lity concerning only, as we haye fhewn, thoſe things 
hos are not the moſt- icky cerathry: if, 
was faid, rhe Scripture be- ſincerely and carefully Ex 
d, and all the $enſes ir'is capable of, faj 
= « Mep'being wor ated by the hear of 
uy pany ice of a Party, -but by de fear 
of C Ip i ot e for the Truth. For our «+ 
oo implies, Thar Teachers ſhall bang ig infſt 06 
moſt neceſſary, ( and y moſt clear 
ripfure,) and ſhall make no A abour: rheir 
ek. ik Senrimeors, | if they have any; but that all 
chings ſhall rp the | beſt of their, power, be dil- 
cuſſed by all :' So that if ſome-do not exactly repre- 
' ſent things as they ſhould,” iris not to be queſtion d 
bur that: by this means it is ſo j provided thar moſt will 
do ir, ſo Chriſtians ſhall nor be in danger of par- 
tial tations. of things, or to be moved to alres 
inions at every new wind of Doctrine. Cons, 
iſe, it will be the only .yay.to be Eſtabliſhed 


(#7) 
with- Knowledge :and Cerrainry in the Truth. 
haply who 950 hot fully ſarisfied with Ln 08.4 
heareft from One, conſyle another, and conſider well 
thy. ſelf, before 'rhou WY: Thar is the only. Kario- 
naland only Religious Merhgd, And if,notwithſtandin 
the:Differences that may be” atneng Seripturaliſts, we 
behave our ſelves towards one another as Chriſtians 
aughr ro do ; there is, as we haye ſaid, all the reaſon to 
hape char we ſhall certainly find our all neceſſary 
Truths : but if we , ſuffeg or (glves to be acted by 
Prejudice and Antimoſiry, -we- ſhall be the Authors of 
all rhe Miſchief that muſt needs enſue, and ſhall be 
Infallibly anfwerahle for jt. And, before God and 
Men, it-is a harrid ſhame (confidering the Principles 
we all hold) to do any thing that in any wiſe diſcoun- 
tenanceth ſincere ſearches of Truth) 08.4 wodeft diſcaſſion 
of things, and that ni/ifiet - the. genera! Terms of Scrip- 
ture, gpon.which\Chriitians ſhould Unite, Wa is to 
them, who in any. reſpe&t are cancerned, therein, whar 
grounds-ſoevers they- may £9 upon: ; as if rhey. could be 
Authorized to. do wickedly, and; allowed ro Miniſter 
juit occafion ro. Schilas, for any- pretended Conyeni- 
ence-ar/Good whazſoever. ., When they come into the 
other- World, chey, ſhall 6od, that condemning verip: 
rure and Reaſon, .jn Oppoſing | and -Candemning- + 
Method of Scripture, they haye been. wilfully and inex+ 
eaſably. Guilty of che greaceſt of all .Miſchiefs:And,tho' 
they inconfiderarely conceir todo. God and the Church 
Service, in. appearing and. acting againſt rhe Chriſtian 
Terms of Unity, and aſſuming r0themlelves a Magifte- 
rial-Authority, they haye ae Tile to, on prerence-of 
raking an Effe@ual way to ſuppreſs Diverſjcies. of 
Opinions, which agree not wich their. raſh Judgments ; 
they actually. hall feel the effects. of God's ſeyereſt 
Wrath - againſt them, for Rejecting and Blaſpbeming 
daxpran Terms of the Goſpel, wirhanding and hin+ 


defing the Peage and Unity of Chriſtians, and raſhly 
G 4 ſerting 


le. 
ing, up. a ' Method" aipable/ 16 Tiramortdtize Schiſnk, 
ro, Foe \(hurpahely ſpeaking) the LAiſeiveries 'of 


ei dably betra ping 'not *only 
Dr likewiſe their Poſterity” th Error, if in 


Lbs, 
ww re Ts te DANS 'd to Err, as thenſeTves grant 
"_ w _ 
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box "ke whe, to the Fourth Objettion: 1 = 


ED B mer Objection being, That as" Seripruraliſm 
may 17e 4 grent- many Errors, ſo ut 15: m0t 4 
ſuffitient ' rofeſſion- of ''Faith, and. that many efſential 
Truths thertfore ' may. "be endangered rhereby ro be: loſt; 
Whar'has\been. ſaid inths lait\ Chapter, dorh in-@ very 
great meaſure ſolve thar” difficulry. Yer Repetirions, 
in" this 'Caſe,” in- ſothe/meaſiire may . be-/ warrantable, 
both"for the' reaſon the: : Apoſtle th, Phat 31+ 'and 
rhat” mentioned in/ the- '\Prbface before this Trearile ; 
the ſame A ſerving to anſwer wiany Objecti- 
on fre near” a 'kin,) as' it appears. - .Þ ſhall-rhere- 
gin here, by ſaying over again, That the'Scrip- 

ears id hehe! as to all abſolutely - neceſſary ; tor 
hence it follows that iris impoMble: thar Scripture for 
rhe Method of Sgrijuure) ſhould patronize any abſolutely 
Efſential Errors, when things are fairly diſcufſed,* and 
every 'one is-allow'd't6 judge for thimfelf, as ir muſt 
| be agrecably' tothe? rinciples” of Proteſtants. - In- 
deed if things are ſiffer'd to be-iconfdered- bur by 
lialves,” and Mens Confciences and- Judgments-are Ty- 
egy forced; itis-a | great Obance-if Truth-beybir 
1..ftis ofily--C in  Unjult and -Unwarrantable 
$70? Meaſures 
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Meafiires will be+practiſed.' Bur they *muſtranſwer 
for itz who are therein concerried, 
. © pLevrir befincerely confideted-+ Men 'being'.nor' in 

fallible, and there -being weighty- and 'confiderable 
Difficulties it many Poitits 5 ooght they ro afſume -the 
Authority to Judge and Magiſterially ro Determine fot 
one anorher ?- - ; 
+ *Fermrliian in-his-Apolopy complains; -that the Hea- 
- thens: condemned Chriftianiry withour knowing: what 
it was; or what Redſons there were for it. Are not 
many Chriſtiats now a days'guilry of the ſame unrea> 
ſonableneſs, ih raſhly Coridemning one anortliers Opt 
nions- as the worſt of Hereſfies ? - 

Aﬀer all,” ir cannot be prerended thar ir is  pofſible 
by #ny [Method abſolutely ro hinder Men from -Er- 
ring ;_ and the Scripture expreſly declares” that Thert 
muſt be” Herefies, that they which ave approved may be 
miatle manifeſt, 1 Cor: 't1.” 19, It therefore r3 
that we are not to 160k for any Infallible ' means of 
fupprefling' Errors,” ſeeing God his forervld whar the 
event will be. © Ir is only ro' be inquired, whictris the 
Safeſt;" the Juſteſt and moſt Religions Way 'ro ſecure 
the Truth and expoſe Error. And then the' only Me- 
thod we can reaſonably pirch apon for tharend, muſt 
evidently be thus qualified. r. Tc muſt be fir (nor irs 
refiſtibly to ſorce all ſorrs of Men ro acknowledge a/l 
manner of Truths, but) ſufficiently ro diſcover - every 
neceſſary Truth to ſincere Perſons,” and if they do their 
part, to enable and perſuade them "therein ro- Unite. 
2. Ir muſt be apreeable to Scripuure and Reaſon; ro 
the Temper and Genius of rhe Goſpel, and therefore 
muſt 'nor | be tainted with Partialiry "and Oppreſſion, 
nor with any "neceſſary evil Effects, | bur” conſtantly- irs 
natural 'rendency muſt be to the ſecuring'of the Truth; 
arid” ſufficiently Inftrafting 'of "Men; actually making 
rt lvways very poſſible; and eaſy,” for every fincere 
Perſon to'Diſcern and -Profeſs, ro Embrace and = 
Qiſe 


(go) 
Kiſe wharſgever is ablolucely neceſſary 56 Salvation. 
Now no other Method bur Scripeuraliſm' has theie 
Qualifications ; as we have indiſputably ſhewn... Ir is 
Seriptwraliſm alone that is confiltear- po Juſtice. and 
roy and che Genius of the Goſpel : and that isnor 
je ro any neceflary evil Effects. Ic preſerves the 
Truth from the Violence of Barbarous Men, ſhields: ir 
from the Corruption - and Falfification- of Deceivers, 
and propoſerh ſufficient means, for fincere Chriſtians, 
rightly and certainly ro Iaftruct/ themſelyes in all -the 
1 cerns of rheir Souls. For' Scripruraliſm (and'iv aloue) 
| ſeevres the li of Freely .and Impartially Smdy- 
ing the Word of ' God ;- and-che Word.of God, thug 
kidyed, clearly repreſents and- diſcovers ro every Sin- 
ectte/Perſon, whatſoever is abſolurely nocetiney tos his 
Ezernal | Welfare. 
y rn then I Objected thar 
the of Scripture patronizerh 'Errors,: and is not 
2 ſafficienr Profeiion of Faith 3-Ad whar greater In- 
dignity -can be-offered ro Serepture, - than conrempru- 
eufly t6-call ita Luking bole for Herefies and a2 Leaden 
Rule, as if di6/Holy Ghoſt had not made therein ſuffi. 
elent Determinations, and had nor expreſſed things as they 
ought to bunt been expreſs d 5 and as if it was nor 
Mens inetouſable inconſideration, :if they miſtake in 
any Efferzigls'of Religion ? 
| - oatithE other” hand; ir ſhould be conſidered, 
[8 ſome mayrht thought to miſtake, who perhaps do nor 
if ſo. - And; according to the Principles of Proteſt ants, 
|F 
| 
| 


ne one ha. right Magiſerially to decide of thar, more 
rhan "thoſe. themſelves who are efteemed to Err”; as 
has beer evidearly\ſhewn : So that. by the | Proteſtant 
© Principles; it is 'neceffary that eyery one be allowed 
9 and profeſs his Opinions in the Terms of Scrip- 
rare.” And they are the only Principles agreeable ro 
Reaſon, there being no Magiſterial. Judge of Con- 
. 0 a» | troverſies, 
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zroverſies, nor other Rule of Faith acknowledged be- 
ſides the Scripruce. 

If ſome, under . the expreſſions of Scripture, keep 
any Errors, there ler 'em keep them ; "They (who: are 
ades for themſelves, and are accountable ro God, 
8 for their inward thoughts, and forthe uſe chey make of 
| the means of Knowledge, ) being alone therein con- 
cerned: If they have any Errors, and keep them 
within thoſe Bounds, they'll do others no hurt. Bur 
(ifiwe are Proteſtants) we cannor pretend to captiyate 
other Mens Thoughts, nor therefore reje& a Profedi- 
on of Faith in the Terms of Scripture, 

If rhe Scripture be clear as to all things niceſſary, (as 
we have often obſerved that Proteſtants afſerr ;) rhen 
evidently a Profeflion of Faith in the very words of 
Scripture muſt be ſufficient ; rhe ſaid Profefſion etther 
being thoſe very words which are judged ro be {uffi- 
, ciently clear ; or elſe not actually concerning abſolute 

Neceflaries. Whaſoever mifunderſtands any confide» 

rable Particular in fuch a Scriprare/ Confeſſion, it is his 

own faulr ; being guilty of miſarrending to, and mile 
conſtruing clear. Scripture : And fo, be that upbraids 
thofe Profeſſions of - Faith, as being Inſufficient and 

Imperfect, upbraideth in like manner the Scriprure ir 

ſelt. As long. therefore as the Scriprure is clear ag 

much as is neceſſary, and the - Method of Scripture (e- 

cures the true and only Study of the Word of God ; 

there is no darrger- that any neceflary Truth ſhall be 
- loſt, if Men do not Univerſally neglect the Reading 
of -mqony: and actually break the Rules of Soripea- 

realiſm. , 

There will then be. no danger of there being as many 

Religions as there are differenr Heads, as the Pepiſtt 
| prophanely afſerr muſt be the effect of freely Reqd- 

ing Scriprure. Chriſtians may differ and miſtake in 
many things, and not be of different Religions, but 
ſtill be, | equally, the Children of God. For if me 

ea 
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Read the Scriprure fincerely, they will all .agree in 
that which isr the eſſence of the Goſpel; thar'is,".in 
things Neceſſary. ” * = 
' "The 'whole intendmenr "of Scripture is ro-Ground:in 
us the” belief. of another ( and that an 
+ 2Tim.1.10. * immortal) *World, ro make: us . truly 
Þ Religious, Vertuousand Good, to fir us 
For thenexr Life, and for God's Everlaſting Love: and 
Favour. | 


No Errors ' whatſover” properly injure God: He 


. *eatnor{bethe berrer nor worſe, for'any Thoughts or 


Sentiments of Men: '' He- is never diſpleaſed with us, 
therefore, meerly for Erring ; only he-is not willing 
we ſhould'be Ignorant of the” things, 'wgthour the 
knowledge of which we cannot learn tro be Holy , and 
to qualify our ſelves for the participationof a Divine 
Narure ; -or that we ſhould b: wnfncere in the Stu- 
dy of his Will, and ſhonld wilfully neglect -any means 
to Inſtru&t our ſelves rightly. of -our /Dury, becauſe 
that argues a corrupt and diſobedienr i Temper, void 
of Piery and Sincerity, abſolutely unfit for the Stare, 
Parity and Perfection of Heaven. Bur when we fin- 
eerely' do what we can ro know the Truth, God 
(as T' faid) cannor bur Love us, rho' we-happen to mi- 
ſtake ; for we "have, then, notwithſtanding our mi- 
ſtakes; al that Is vertucus or praiſeworthy'in them who 
aFualiy profeſs and diſcern all Truths. 

" AG&d when we have bona fide, and* in the Fear of 
God” proved' all things, to! the beſt of our power, in 
Holy Scriprures, the! Errors that poffibly we may- fill 
retain, will be of fo lirtle Conſequence, thar they will 
benno juſt-caoſe: of Diviſion, (being kepr within the 
Boynds thar 'Seripraratiſm ' preſcribes,) bur will be 
166ked wwpon as niere} Human TInfirmities, whith do 
mr alcer the integriry of Faith, there ſtill remaining a 
fitivere” Diſpoſition of abioture Submiſſion ro . God in 
all-things' known to be his Will; for notwithſtanding 
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fuch Errors, every ſincere . Chriſtian . will . carefully 
abſerve-the Commands of the Goſpel, according to the 
degree of his Knowledge, and the meaſure: of, his 
Faith, which all have not in the lame meaſure and 
degree. - There is not then an equal Neceflity or an 
equal -Obligartion of believing all.. Truths ; for- a/l 
Truths are - not - equally ' known to. all. the Faithful, tho' 
ſuch be all equally - Faithful, or equally ſincerely diſpo- 
ſed roembrace whatſoever they. can find to: be Taughr 
by God; and to. be moſt probably rhe Senſe. of his 
Word. is 
Thus tho'-alt Divine. Truths þe good, yer. all are 
not-abſolutely neceflary ro be known to all. |. For 
ſome- orherwiſe necefſary Truths are not abſolutely, 
ſach in reſpec. ro all Perſons; all being agreeable. to 
God in the degree of Knowledge they can arrive un- 
ro; if their Lives be anſwerable to that Knowledge ; 
becauſe all, . if they be fincere, and. fincerely , ſtudy- 
their Dury, may cerrainly know-enaugh. - For. how 11- 
mired ſoever be-rhe Knowledge thar. is got by . Readiog 
the Scripewre, . it is (till, ſufficient 1& Salvation, if we. be - 
nor ignotant ofthe reſt that we donor know, by wil- 
fal obſtinacy- or careleſne(s, fleſhly. Intereſt, orany evil 
and volunrary'Cauſe, bur by .mere- want of, Means, or 
Ability, of being berrec informed, 

- It-is thro” the belief of -thoſe- things which are ab/o- 
lutely neceſſary, that all Chriſtians (of. all Ranks ſoe- 
ver) {© / direct | their Lives as. to, be. Saved, even the 
Learned, that are (aved; for after the great, buſtle they 
make in the World with their Learned Diſquiſitions 
and Inquiries. if they at. laſt actually work the Salva-. 
tion of rheir Souls, it is by a lively. belief of the plain- 
eſt Principles and Matters .of Fact of Chriſtianity, 
which the - Conſ(ciences of the meaneſt Pcrſons are a- 
wakened by, and which, in a ward, move and diſpoſe 
them ſincerely. .to:oblerve the Commands of God, ro 
the beſt of their knowledge and power. Thar is the 
only 


(94) 
only Terms of Salvaribn fot all Chriſtians wharſoever, 
a3 is evident, in thar "Chriftians are nndet Terms of 
Grace, (and thar, conſequently, no more is abſolutely 
requited of rhem,tharr they are enabled ro perform, and 


in that what the meaneſt Capacities may learn onr 'of- - 


rhe Sttiprure, if they Sincerely atrend to" it, ſuffices ro 
ide rheim to believe it God, and to lead a Ver- 
ruous and Holy Life; for as we have ſeen, the Word 
of God js able to ſave our Souls and the Holy Scriprure is! 
given by Divine Inſpiration, and is proper ( or fit) wo: 
make the Man of God perfe, and throughly furniſhed 
ainto all good Works. Tt appears therefore © rrianifeſtly 
thar the Method of Scripture ſecures all necafary 'and 
ſaving Knowledge. | 
Then; as Cali.xtus obſerves, © if; hotwithſtanding 
the Errors we obje@& tro each orher, we account 
« _ the _ pms bag behave our ſelves to 
<< rltiem as" {ach, judging r Err thro' weak- 
* 'nefs, arid ſo (laying aſide a Hatteds and Ani- 
«* mofities which do diſturb our Minds, ' and vehe- 
** memly binder rhe knowledge of the Fruth) would 
2 bly confer and inquire into the Trath, rhere 
«< 1'nv {mall Gronnd ro hope, the * Divine Grace, 
« which loves to help the » Meck, - aſſiſting, thar- the 
« 'Trath ſhall be ar laſt found out; and our Diffenti- 
** ons ſhall be either quire compoſed; "or much aba- 
* ted; bur if we do perſiſt in mutual Hatred, Dere- 
« tations, and Execrarions, the Eyes of - our Urider- 
« ſtanding - will be ſo darkened'as neither ro be able 
*© to diſcern Truth, nor Concord. '” ' Cafixt. of Mu- 
ral Forbearance, &c. Prop. 84. 

' Tt is cerrain, on the one hand, thar, no Errors, as 
we have ſeen, can be injurious ro God, or hurrful to 
Us, when we miſtake not wilfully ; and on the other, 
that Violence and Partialiry cannot be thought by any 
Sober; conſidering Perſon, a reaſonable means to dil- 

cover 
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cover” and Tecare rhe Trath, The Goſpel 
camtmands us ro bear wirh one another, tho' of ya- 
rious Opinions, arid has promiſed a good event theres 
of, "Phil; 3.15. Sr. Pant alſo judged that not only 
to' Tolerate, bur to examine and prove all things, was 
to 'dariger ro our holding faft that which is right, bur 
the” way to ir, and therefore our Duty, r Thefſ. 5. 
21. Bur how ſhall we prove all things, (which in- 
ciades-ar- teaft att Opmions founded on Scripture, ) 
unleſs we nor only Tolerare them, but patiently and 
carefully Conſider them ? Thoſe then that find faulr 
here with Scripturaliſm on prerence that ir allows a fair 
diſcuſſion of things, rhink- only of partially favouring 
their Notions, to the hazard of rhe Truth, if they be 
miſtaken, as they” may, being Fallible. Bur ir is in- 
fallibly more Pious and Rational ro follow ſuch a Me- 
thod as 'cerrainly ' favours and ſecures, 'always, the 
Truth, wherever it be ; thar is, by lerring ir ffand on 
its own bottom, and allowing of a free and impartial 
fearch of it. | 
Truth has indubitably Evidences, by which careful 
and firicere Perſons may certainly (as we have obſer- 
yed) diftinguiſh it from Error ; otherwiſe none could 
ever be obliged ro do it. Let ir therefore be all onr 
Care, thar in the ſearch of Troth, Men be nor biaſſed 
by Partiality or Prejudice, bur thar they a& thereiti 
with Sincetiry, and a thorow Atrention;- and then, 
thro” God's Grace, they may obtain rhe end of their 
wn Inquiries : For no Truth will be in danger to be 
oft, if Men be allowed Imparrially ro conſider the 
Reaſons on borh fides, in weighty and difficulr Mar- 
rers. Bur, in Sum, for a poſitive Profeſſion of a Chri- 
ſtian's Faith, ir is, evidently, moſt conducive ro Peace 
and Uniry, and the intereſt of che Truth, rhar it be 
done in the Expreſſions of Scripture, rather rhan inany 
- other Words * And; we have ſhewn, that is a minch 
« ſufficient Confeſſion, as the Scripture # a ſufficient de- 
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olaration. of all neceſſary Traths. > They therefore, that 
will not contene- themſelves with the Method of . Scrip- 
ture, belides that. they are Unjuſt and Partial, and ex- 
preſs the higheit diſeſteem |\and. contewpt for the Scrip- 
rures ;. rake |;rhe , way. . to. perpetuate... Confulion. and 

iſm, .and render the Peace and Union of Chriſtians 


r ever Impaiible. ps 
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CHAP. XVIL.. 
2 1 The Anſwer t0' the Fifth Objett on. 


PHE Fifth Objection ' is, Thar it would {ſavour of 
.*, indifference .in Religion, to Communicate. with 
Men, of different or unknown . Opinions, as would ; be 
unavoidable, .admirting of rhe Metbod. of Scripture., The 
miſtake of rhis Objection will be evinced by the fol- 
lowing Confiderations../ oo 1t 

+ 2, 1: muſt be. conſidered, that all :thoſe.that Com- 


municare.. zogecher,..admining of Scripeyralifm, know - 


that they, Communicate with Perſons, who receive the 
Word; of God for. the Rule of their Faith, : and who 
mw conſequently, in all . probability, .. diſcern; all 
Truths there, as far as God: will judge ir. neceffary fog 
them. » For, as we have already obſerved; if the Rules 
of the. Method of Scripeure, be exactly follow'd,: that 
is, if the Holy Scripcures. be Freely, Imparrtially, and 
Carefully inquired into .and ,Srudyed, . Men may: cer- 
rainly know. and diſcover all things neceflary; to Sal- 
Vartion.. | | - 

2dly, It: muſt likewiſe be conſidered, that-ir would 
be-impertinent, and. particularly contrary:to the. Prote« 
ſtant. Principles ro deſire to know more, of 'thoſe with 
whom. we would Communicate, than, - in general, thar 
| they 
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they hold tbe Principles of Seripthralifſm, that is, rhar 
they, receive the Holy Scriprures-for-their Rule.-For, 
the Hord of God being a ſufficient Rule, (as we (ee Pro- 
rteftants aflerr it 1s;) the fiching cloſe to it;' muſt riceds 
be ſufficient Terms of union. Otherwiſe, if in order to 
external Union we. be not ſatisfied” with a Scriprural 
Profeſſion, (compriſed in their declaring Seriptute-ro 
be rheir Rule;) we either mean thar rhe Seriprut&is * 
not. clear in it felf, and is nor a perfe&t Rule'; or we 
defrand others of the liberry to judge for themſelves, ' 
and we actually, ſer-up a Tribunalof Inquifition. | 
3d. Ir appears that it is nor abſolutely neceffary 


- to an outward Communion or vifible Fellowſhip of 


Chriſtians, that "all*'be' of rhe ſame Opinions, or be ' 
all free from Error : Firſt, Becauſe that was provided 
for ar no time and' by no Parry of | Chriſtians, 7nor 
indeed can be: Secondly, Becauſe che miſchief either 
of -Schiſis, or of Conſtraint, is worſe than "that' of 
different Opinions in the ſame Communion. © * 
Firſt; Ir is not adſolurely neceſſary to an varward 
Communion, thar all be of the ſame 'Opiniors,” or be ' 
free from Error, becauſe that was provided for'at tio 
rime, and by no Party of Chriſtians.  Not'to rake t6- 
tice of the; differing ProteRtants, who are far from be- 
ing-all-of the! ſame. Opinions; if ever rhar' mighr' be * 
effeQtually- provided for. by "any, one would think ir ' 
were by the: Romzſb Church, which ftilerh her (df the! 
Judge of Controverſies, and expreſly aſſumes the Right 
of makingMagiſterialDeterminations. Neverthelefs/eve- * 
ry-one knows how much thoſe of -the Charch of Ree 
differ (as we have obſerved} among themſelves itt in-| 
numerable Inſtances, and aboutthe moſt weighryPoinrs - 
of theit-Religion ; wherein, if all do not err, yet fome | 
neceflarily muſt be miftaken + norwirhftanding which 
they” preſetve an inviolable Unior in the lartie Body. 
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ths Uniow of Chriſtian Love and Chariry, ay we ſhall 
find if we examine all rhe” Texry where ſuc Bypref- 
fiobs are uſed. 

Rom. 12. 16. we are bid! to bs of the {ame Mind; 
the Apoſtle: adds , one romards' anvrbey'; Be of the 
fame Mind one towards anorher » Which ſhews thar hs 
ſpeaks-nor of being- of rhe ſame Opinions;. but" of be- 
ing like minded” in charitable - Difpoſitions and” in nww- 
wal Love rowards one” another. Whietr is\ copfirmed 
by the" Exhorrations that go' before and? rhar follow, 
as of rejoycing with rhenr that vejoyce, arid weeping with 
them that weep; condeſcending with thens of low eftarez 
recompencing ts no man evil for evil, [ivinig geaceabiy 
with all mon, and the like; all of rhe ſame Nature. 

Thar of Rom. 15: 5, 6-is\ of the ſarhe” import: God 
granie' you to be" like-minded, that" ye' muy with one. Mind 
and' one) Mouth glorify God: That is,, God grate thar 
a#{your/Envyings and Animoſities'may ceaſe, tharbeing 
united 11 Love and Aﬀectior, you'may, wirh fervenr 
Zeal, worſhip God togerher, no» Diviſions nor Qaar- 
fels-rhen/hinderin 
" rCor1, 10. Apoſtle exhorts' the Brerhrer to 
ſpeale all the ſame Thing; and to beperfectly joyned to- 
gether in the-fame Mind, and'in the ſame Judpmenc. Bar 
his Meaning appears when he ſhews wherein the'Cortm- 
thiamipake notrhe fame Thing, and wherein they were 
tion" perfoth formed” rogetber in the ſame Mind and in 
the ſame Fudgment, which was in that aQtually faili 
our) 'witt» one another thro” uncharirable: Hear an 
PaMlon, they ſtudied! ro make their Differences grearer 
29d greater, affected contentiouſly* ro: diſpure” againſt 
one” another's: Senriments,: and; ro make che Breach 
wider and\leſs remediable; divided 'and rook up diffe- 
rem Denominations. - As ir is/ inthe 14cty and” 12th 
Verſes: of rijis, ahd/ ini the 3d- and” 4h of the” third 
Chaprer: TI hear that: there} are Eroying: and Serife; 
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Contentions and - Divifions among you, ſo that every: 
one of you ſaith, Iam of. Paul, ' and Iof Apollo, and 
I of Cephas, and I of Chriſt. Wherefore ir-is,- be pa- 
thetically addreſſes himſelf to them ar the roth Verſe 
of-rhe firſt Chaprer in-theſe words, 1 beſeech you, Bre- 
thren, | by the name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye all 
ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be no Diviſions 
among you, but that ye"he perſetly joyned together in the 
fame Mind and inthe ſame \Fudgment. Fhar ye all 
ſpeak the: ſame thing, that'is, that ye do not-ſay, I am 
of Paul, and I of Apollo; and I of Cephas, and I of 
Chrift; -bur thar- ye all-unanimouſly rake up the ſame 
and only Denomination of Chriſtian Brethren, and do 
not divide into Parties: But that ye be perfeRly joyned 
togetber in the ſame Mind and in the ſame Fudgment , 
that is, as if. he bad ſaid, .inftead- of fomenting- Duvi- 
fions among you, firmly unire: in Chriſtian Charity 
and murual ion, I beſeech you 5; and 'whereas 
ye have applied: your felves ro make your Diffetences 
greater; endeavour ro-leſſen- them, do whar reaſonably 
you can ro appear and be of the like Sentiments, and at 
leaſt be perfectly joyned together in the ſame Judgment 
inthe. general Terms of: Unions All which is exactly 
agreeable ro the» Mechod of Scripture; more than which 
the Apoſtle did nor deſire, as we ſhall further obſerve. 

Philu2; 2. yo (ry are is explained by having 
the ſame Love, and, -in the following Verſe, by doing 
nothing thro' ſtrife. 

In the following Chapter, at the 15th and -1 6th 
Verſes, the Apoſtle doth nor aſſert thar thoſe'rhat will 
be owned as Brethren inthe fame Body and Fellow- 
ſhip of Chriſtians, muſt be all-of the ſame Opinions ; 
bur he- ſaith, That rhey thar' preſs coward the Mark, 
and ate: equally mindful of this one thing neceffary, 
thar is, thar-ſincerely and carefully labour to-atrain to 
Salvation, - the Price or Reward of the high calling of 
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God in the Goſpel ; tho' they ſhould be otherwiſe mind. 
ed'or in their Sentiments ſhould differ in any thing, 
yer God will give them Grace certainly to diſcover 
all rhar will be neceſſary for them, if they keep roge- 
ther in Unity, and jointly make uſe of the Means of 
Grace ;z-as it is in the 16th Verſe, if they walk by the 
ſame Rule, and unite wherein they agree, and in thar 
whereto they have already attained, not hindering the 
Diſcoveries that may be made. 

Phil. 4.2. Paul beſeeches: Euiodas and Syneiche, 
thar they be of the ſame mind, in the Lord, or thro' 
the Lord; © For the words bear this ſenſe, I entreat 
Euodias 'and Syntiche by the: Lord that they be friends, 
(wharever their Differenges were,) or that they. agree 
ro do joyntly rhe Work of Chriſtian Matrons ; name- 
ly, for inſtance, to viſit the Sick, relieve rhe Neceſ- 
firous, &c. ' 

In fine, 1 Pee. 3. Sr. Peter: having exhorted, in the 
beginning of the Chapter, Husbands and Wives to 
their ſeveral Duties towards.one another, paſſerh, at 
the 8th Verſe, to chis general Exhorrarion, Be ye all 
of one Mind ; which he explains by the following ſyno- 
nimous Expreflions, have compaſſion one of another, lov 
as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous. 
©» Thus baving ſeen that the Apoſtles do not reach 
that it is abſolurely necefſary ro' the Communion of 
Chriſtians, that they be all of the ſame Opinions ; we 
may now obſerve that they have expreſly 'raughr 
the contrary, and that therefore they laid down no 
other Terms of Union than the very-Terms implied 
inthe” Method of Scripture. For, Firlt, they take no- 
rice themſelves of different Sentiments-among Chri- 
ſtians'in their time; as Rom: 14. 2, 5. and abour ſuch 
Queſtions as theſe, Wherher ir be lawful ro Chriſtians 
to ear any thing beſide Herbs ? and, Whether they 
were nor obliged tro make thoſe differences of days 
H 3 which 
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— pon 767 ape of {akritianny, Gal. 5: 4- And yer, 
, {{o the (Ervars/:in this caſe, and” the bke, 
were .yot held wilfally, virioufly avd/ wymayluonſly, 


22. ſt e which we 
have nor,. in that rhey\. had diving Guides-infallibly 
inſpired ' with 'the Spirits, ofgGod. Nevertheleſs, cho” 
ar the ſame time Sr. Paul bimſelf gives bis Opinion in 
the martece, fe ſtill willeth that chaſe who have differ- 
ent Sentiments be treated like Fellow-membets of the 
fame Body, far from davoting, anarhemarizing or 
excommiinicating them. How can we then excom+ 
municate, 'anathematize, Jamn theſe who in Opinions 
differ from us ; we, who have not the Gifr of Infalli» 
willy, when the Apoſtles who were infallible, did ic 


nor 
Indeed, when the Apoſtle notifies his Judgment 
concerning 2 matter, tho' the ftxll bears oo thoſe 
thar have different Sentiments, yer he allowerth them 
net to make a buſtle, and hbid lirigious Diſputcs 
about thetn; as we ſec, Rim. 14+ 1.) Him that # weak 
in the faith recerve you, but not to doubtful Diſputations. 
And in this there is nothing contrary ro rhe Method of 
S$zriptare, 'as' we: have repreſented it ; tho' certainly 
we are neceſfarily ro make greater a{lawances in this 
manner than Chriftians were 6bliged to do in the days 
of the Apoſtles, becauſe the living Guides naw inſtead 
of being infallible, as they were then, may as: well be 
miſtaken a4 choſe whom they aceounyth be the week 
in 
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whereas hey tharere gurl hpthe ApoflcpactN: 
- r were gut the ey, hr 
'be infailibly afſaved rhar they were > op" DN 
Howbeir, tho' they 'that were then infa inthe 
wrong, were not pertnirred 'ro-dogmatize or diſpare, 
as we have obſerved, -yer undoubtedly they were 
equally vfaffered (freely ro repreſent the Reafons Pro 
and Con, as well in thole  marre&ts abdur. which rhey 
bad perticular Senriments, as in all others; Tecirig rhe 
Apoſtle in genetal dire&s:to prove a/l):hings. Sorthur 
evidently there was nothing in the Method of ' the 
Apoftles diffevent from. the Terms of Scriprurdliſm'; 
but, conttariwite, it manifeſtly appears that it was 
never provided vhar &// be of the fanne Opinions, 
im order ro be admired mro the fatne Body and Fel- 
lowſhip of Chriſtians. 
' - And indeed no effectual Proviſion can be mide that 
"all be of the ſame Opinions. | For t6r all the Ex- 
horrarions, nor all the Conttraidr and the Magiſterial 
Dererminations in rhe Workd will peificade, wirhons 
Reaſons : Amt in rhings, the fame 
eaſons do nor equally perſuade all Men ; bur Men, 
differing in infinite reſpects, will a[ways judge vari. 
ouſly _ many things capable of different probable 
ſenſes. The only expedient therefore for Union, is 
murually to bear with one anorher, awd inviotdbly to 
Rick ro the Mzrbod of Scriprare. For, 
Secondly, It appears thar ir is not abſolurely neceſ» 
ry tom ourward Communion, or viſible Fellow+ 
ſhip of Chriftians, that all be of the fame Opinions, 
or thar all be free from Errors becauſe the miſchief 
either of Sthifins or of Conſtraint, # wirſe thin that of 
differs Opinions in the ſathe Communion. Tndeed, 
whar' hurt 13 ic ro others if ſome are of different Opi-+ 
nions;” che general Terms of Union being agreed nn- 
jw? If thote different AY are miſchieyuns, they 
; nl arg 
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| are miſchievous only. ro' them thar 
*. 4d-Scaphl. ' hold them. - But, as Tertullian * ob- 
$971 U ſerves, Region # not to be forced, but 
.eught to be profeſſed with: full freedom,” and without the 
leaſt conftraint. And no Man's Religion either advances ' 
or hinders the Salwation of others ; bur every Man muſt 
look- ro; Himſelf ;,- for : every one to his own Maſter 
flanderbior falleth, Rom. :14-4- Favs 2% 7 
The Phariſees, the Sadducees and Eſſences: were of 
verydifferent Opinions, 'and that abour: fome moſt 
importahr-Poihrs $7 nevertheleſs, they all mer con- 
tantly rogerher in their common Worſhip of God: in 
the Temple; and that was never ſcrupled/ at: And 
we have (cen. that the \Apoſtles likewiſe tolerated Er- 
rofs in the Churches, and wade no Schiſms: upon oc- 
cafion of them; but both by their Exhorrations and 
Examples recommended tb Chriſtians, ro. be made all 
things to all: Men, 'and ſeek by all means the Edifica- 
tion of rhe Church; Differences of Opinion therefore, 
certainly, -it thereby appears, are not ſo miſchievous 
As: that-rhey;need -rend ro the breaking of Commu- 
WO 
\ I know/bur- of rwo Objections that can be made : 
'The'firft,, Thar Men: of different Sentiments, if they 
be,-not excommunicated | may corrupt» others of the 
fame Body. Burt I have/ſhewn' that there can be no 
danger of that, in any -imporrant Point, if the Method 
of Seripture be exaCtly followed. I add theſe three 
Confiderations: Firſt, They may. have as: much op- 
portunity of - drawing 'others ro their Opinions, af 
they are forced-ro' # Schiſm, as before,. and more z 
becauſe their caſe' will|be mire pitied, . and. their Apo- 
Jogies, 'by reaſon of the Rupture, will more- generally 
be taken norice'of. - Secondly; On pretence of purg- 
ing ove, and vislently ſtopping the ſpreading: of-Er- 
ror,” Truch. may be in danger of being oppreſſed and 
; ex» 
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-exterminated; Men being not infallible; and ſo they 


-certainly run the hazard of doing the greareſt miſchief 
in che! World, and of being-found . ro "fight ' againſt 
God: Thirdly, After all, ir is a great diſparagement - 
'to Truthito be afraid to hear-whar can be ſaid a2ainft 
ar ; as if Truth were fo weak and uncertain, that ir 


. were not to be diſtinguiſhed from Error by a»greater 


.evidence'; or as if Inconfideration and implicit Faith, 
or a, partial Examination of things was a more rea+ 
e and\ſure Method-to diſcern their evidence 
and certainty, "than a'thorow [and imparnal. inquiry 
and as if the A ents that could be brought againtt 
the evidence of Reaſon were roo hard for it, and not 
tobe encountered by thoſe Forces which Truth ir ſelf 
undeniablyhath on irs fide. 
Thoſe thar are afraid of the Light, give juft ground 


- of - ſuſpicion" that their Works are: Evil: And-»thoſe , 


that are averſe ro hear their Opinions and the Opini- 
ons of others diſcuſſed and impartially examined, . vi. 
fibly - berray a diftruſt of - the goodnefs of "their 
Canſe. 

Howbeit, Woe is ' unto them that warrant ſuch 
Meaſures which may as well cruſh the Truth as Er- 
ror; who take upon them a Right they have no title 
ro, of 'impoſing on others and making Magiſterial De- 
terminations; who being fallible, yer (like Antichriſt) 
a&t as if they were infallible; and who, if themſelves 
and their Party be miſtaken, make ir next ro-impoſſi- 
ble thar ever they ſhould be berrer informed. 

The other Objection which ſome are here apt ro 
make, is; Thar Errors are works of the Fleſh; and 
the Apoſtle bids Chriſtians ro avoid thoſe that are He- 


,rericks. "Bur 'rhis Objection is founded on ' a groſs 
miſtake; as if there was no difference betwixt Errors 


and Herefies. Hereſie originally fignifies a Se&; and 
ſo may be raken indifferently in a good or bad ſenſe, 
oi; as 
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"hed (it is ridicalous to give the name of Arrerich (in 2 
bad ſenſe) to/any thar afc nor Sectaries, or 0 any Se-  Þ 
Ataties: whoſe Sect is nor viſbly wilful, and accome t 
--d with Vice and Paſhon 5 G@ har ir  imperri- | Þ 
nent ro cotifound or Compare Herefie with Error, thete Þ © 
being always Malice and Wickedne(s .mingted With \ 
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Bur,'you will ſay, Do we then taake al- Opinions 
10 be indifferenr? No; God forbid! Some are icer- 
tainly Antichriftian, and directly deftruRive of Vir- 
cue, ire Holneſs and Morality, And even as for 
the Opinions chat are nor of this natare, but are com» 
\patible with the ultimare End and Delign-of the prove 
wal Goſpel ; yer they are nor 40 be indifferent was 
þyr we are |bound carefully to-examine bem :' And 
we muſt neteſlarily fide with thoſe which, 4frer aH uhe 
ſearch we are capable of, we find ro be the hot are» 
dible, And if we bappen thenin any wile to cry, it 
being none of onr fault, nor erring wilfeily s i is 
not £0 he doubred but that God will neverchtfs be 
gracious to us. For we may err,” withous "being 
guiley of any of rhe Sins of wicked Se# &5es ; Agrees 
ably tothe Saying of the Father, Errarc 'poſſuma, be» 
wvreticus e/ſe nol. 

Sr. Hilary obſerverh, Thar God doth wor cull us tn 
Happineſs by difficult Queſtions, We may ther miſtake 
in a thouſand difficulc Points, and be in 1io-dan 
if it be none of our fauſr. The Apottle cells us, thar 
on the ſatne good Foundation, Hay and Scubble may 
be built, as well as Silver and Gold, and precious 
Stoncs, r Cor.3. 12. 

Burſome- perhaps will angrily demanil, What? 
are Luther ans, Anabaptiſts, Arminians, &t. ng Here» 
ticks? I anſwer, All theſe may have ſome 
bur are no Hereticks ; Herefſee beirig a viſthle effect 
of imnordinare Pafſion, and conſequently n fauir of the 
Will, profeſtly againſt Reaſon and Scripture, in'op» 

thereto: ſerting up ocher Rules our of Raſh- 

neſs, and Pride, and other corrupr Paffions 'of rhe 
bt Bur Error being againſt the Will, in mifan- 
erſtanding Scripture, thro' mere; miſtake, after alt 
fincere =, HG ro underſtand it rightly.” It is « 
bamap frailry and weakneſs of Man's Undecftanding 


is 
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' itt the very words of Scriprure ; there need no Schiſm 
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to-err; and no Man is infallible here on Earth: Bur 
ſo long as all ſuch as are of different Sentiments, 
feſs ro ſer'the Word of God only before them as the 
ule of Fairh and Obedience, and expreſs themſelves 


or Diviſion follow from their Differences : And, al-f 
ways ating with moderation and Sobriety, and uſing 
all diligence and finceriry of Heart,” by Reading, by 
Learning, 'by* Study, and by Prayer for Illumination 
of the Holy-Spirit to anderfiadd the Rule and obey it ; 
they do' what Man can do: God will affuredly be 
mercifulito''them, 'and pardon -them, as he 'did the 
Friends of Fob, | good and pious Men, tho' miſtaken 
(as there ir appears) in ſome Points of Dodrine. 

- But it will be ſaid,” w:th Chriſtians ir js otherwiſe, 
whom” Ged bas promiſed by his Spirir to 'reach all 
things. True, all things abſolurely neceſſary to 'Salva-Y 
tion: - But the horreſt 'Diſpures among © Proteſtants, 
calmly-and charirably inquired into, will be found 
leſs than ſach. 

The Lutherans hold | ConſubRantiation ; ' an Error 
indeed, bur nor- mortal, not deſtructive of HolineG 
and Vertne. 

The Anabaptiſt is accuſed of denying Infants their 

Right to Bapriſm ;/bur they think, they deny nothing 
bur:whar the Scripture denies them: And thar: Error 
goncerns but the Anabapriſts themſelves and nor us, 
when we have done our part in declaring impar- 
tially: the Reaſons we think there is for Infant-Bap- 
tiſm! 
. The 'Arminian'' is condemned” by other Proteſtant: 
for ſerting up Free-will againſt Free-grace ; but that 
impuration , he diſclaims in all his Writings, and 
gromds himſelf 4argely upon Scriprure only. 


Could 
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-: Could not all theſe leave. their different Denomina- 
tions, and agree ro be together in one. Body- Prote- 
ſtants, or Seriptural Chriſtians ? Could they nor ac- 


cordingly enjoy, in God's 
Name, peaceably; every one 
their particular Sentiments; 
publick Diſcourſes infiſting 
chiefly on that which is un- 
controverred, and what moſt 
diretly tends ro. Verrue, 
Holineſs and Piery ; expreſ- 


fing -the reſt; in Scriprure-' 


terms, and, when it is to be 
diſcuſſed, ſo impartiadlly re- 
ſenring - the Reaſons - of 

h fides, that it be not di- 
fluinguiſhable that any ſide # 
favoured, leaving every one's 
udgment-free, after a -ge- 
eu Repreſentation of -the 


credibility of rhe thirig, and þ 


the evidence of Truth ? * 


* Ad Pacem Ecdlefie' 
tuendam, neceſſarium om- 
nino eft ut Miniſtri, prous 
etiam omnes Chriſtianos 
decet, ſummam in Contro- 
werfiis trafkandis Chri- 
ſtizne modeſtiz rationem 
babearyt, ab odiofis contrs 
ſemientium denominati- 
onizus & tradufttionibus, 
trem 4 celumniis in ſen- 
rentis ipſerum referends 
abſtineant, nec conſequer;- 
tigs ſuas pro partis, ad- 
verſe Opimonibus afferans 
aus venditem;, arguments 
pro ſememia ſua valide 
uidem, attamen modeſte, 
emper proponant, partiſ- 
que adverſe Objetiones ſi- 
ne nomine, ſaltem cdioſo, 


refutem : Breviter, ex in contra ſ-ntiemes moderatione, chari- 
tare Of prudeniia- uttrur , qua ipſes erga ſe uti optarent, vis 
rendo omnia que ad animos illorum vel auditorum in ipſos ex- 
arcebandum facere poſſe exiſtimarent, nib? aliis imperioſe 
preſcribenJo, ſed unicuique judicii ſui Libertatem ſalvam re- 
lhnquepdo,  ſemperqiie (non obſtante opinionum diverſitate) ad 
acem © roleramiam mutuam omneque Schiſma fugiendum mo- 


nendo © conclud:ndo. 


It cannor be denied that they that have held differ- 
ent Opinions among Proteſtants, were yet learned, 
worthy, zealous; and religious Men,, as appears by 
their Lives written, and rhe fame of their many emi- 
nent and learned' Followers, (perfect and powerful in 


the Scriptures, holy and unblamable in their Lives j 
An 


(20 ) 
Ard ir canner be imagired;: thar God wonld deſert 
fach" paniful and zettvus Labourers-in' his Church, 
and oftcyrimes: grear ſufferers for their Cofſcience, ro 
damnable Errors and a reprebare Senſe, who have 
ſoiofteh implordd: the affiftance of his Spirit; bur ra« 
theo, -havinge made no Mar infallibey that he” has par- 
don'd: their Errors, and acceprs their pious Endea- 
 vours, fincetely ſearching all chings according, ro the 

Rule of Scripryre. Then if, norwirhftanding their 
Errors, they. that take the Scriprure for their Rule 
had kept--a. good Imeligence' with one' another, rhey 
would- baye done lirtle bort either ro themſclves'or 
-- Buri ar: for" Sebiſom; it is (ir ſelf rhe! greateſt of all 
Miſetnefs. - Ir doth infinitely prejudice-che Chriftiam 
Paith, gratifies rhe -Infidel-and Sceprich, ſcandalizerh' 
the” weak,, and+has'a pernicious: influence: upon! the 
generaliry of Chrifttans, -by” promoting / Sttife, En» 
mity, Caxnality, and all -che Evils confequenr: upon! 
them, by. obſtructing. the Love-and Peace, Order and 
Edifcarien - of - the- Church; and! the Benefir: of! our 
Prayers; and by- endangering our erernal Happineſs. 
So\ thar'they; who+ give occafion and conſtrain orbers 


pr ney mg , 1ndubirably” may+ expect: rtie urmoſt-+ 
of Gad's* Severity and Vengeance. For certainly- the 


guilr of Schiſm lieth ar rhe Door of them who needs © 


ake their Communion. How can then' any ſay, 
r-upon- any. Difference in Speculation, or” bur 
Doubrs perhaps, and Conjectures, and alſo for' things 
indifferent, thoſe that hold the Scriprure for their 
Rble; 'muft' divide; -and make, or cauſe a Separa- 
riot?" 
It " is” expreſly afſerred by many Fathers, thar 
* S>e-ſome Qnotations Schiſm 1s rhe greateſt of all 
* Dr. # ammond's Trea- Sins, and is nor expiable 


tife of Schifm;-ch.1.. $6. even by Martyrdom. * 
. Conſtraint 


ly excommunicate others, or give em juſt cauſe. ro 
fa 
Tha 
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Conſtraint therefore, likewiſe, and the attempting 
npon the Liberties and Priviledges of Chriſtians, 
muſt needs be alſo. one of the moſt. heinous Enormi- 
ties ; naturally canſing Schiſms,, For if thoſe that have 
different Sentiments be moleſted, and worried. by a 
black Fribuna} of Inquifition;z tt is-nararal for then 
ro ſeek to pur themſelves out of the reach of it. And 
beſides, Conſtraint in ir ſelf is moſt Antichriftian, and 
moſt:direMy contrary to the Spirir of the Goſpel. 

Then, in fam; whatſoever is contrary to' the Me- 
thod of Scripture, is infinitely more miſchievous than” 
Diftrences of' Opinion talerared *in the ſame Conw 
munien. For-the rafh condemning of rhe Opinions of 
others; the- ſcurrtlous ſeoffing ar the ' Serriments- of 
other Men, or defaming and ill rrearing'rheir- Petſons' 
for rhinking otherwiſe than we*do; fixing opprobrt= 
ons Names on them; raiſing Prejadlces againft+ them 
any ways indirectly ; not ſaffermg them to repreſen 
freely their Reafons; m fine, making it impoſſible- 
for- onr-Selves and Poſteriry ro' rectifie-onr- Notions; 
ifwe happen in any refſpet-To err : Att theſe, andthe 
like, -are to mndervalue and flight” the Means of 
Grace,ang of Knowledge, ro trample under Foov the 
moſt clear+ and molt facred Duties of Religion, and 
hazard to be fonnd- rhe Opprefſors and 'Perfecurorsof 
T_o ; than which no greater miſchief can be ima 
gmmed.” 
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Secondly. Ie-is not:agreeable"rg* Reaſon, wy 
uch 


gion;+nor [tbe Proceſtane” Principles,” ro ſer up 


Terms.of Union-for: Chriſtians, nor ſuiting ro 


the generaliry of :Scfiprure, bur bejri Magiſterial Des 


terminations, wonld' oblige any t6 As of Devorioa. 
5/12 contrary" Ct Conte As; 


. Likes: Cap. 19.48 anviusobferves , * Nothing 
ought to be ſo free as Religion : 


For if the Heart of him that ;ſactificeth is averſe to 
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what he doth, there # no more Religion; it * taken 
away, it is perfeltly ye And, 4 : 
as Tertullian * has it, ing 10 * Ad Scapul. 
-5yg-19 rooliſey bop wy Fe 
join in your Sacrifices, you will do nothing agreeable to 
your Gods: For, can forced Offerings be acceptable? 
Thirdly, The Word of God being a perfe&t and 
compleat Rule, - certainly that boly Word fur= 
niſh us with che abſolucely _ parrs of Deyo- 
tion ; as might eaſily be ſhewn, . it the devour Ex- 
refſions ;in. Scripture were collected and pur; into a 
erhod. And ir is pity that thole who. have the op- 
portuniries and, abilizies ro, do ir,, bave not Zeal 
enough ro undertake or promote ſo good a Work;; ro 
ive a viſible Demonſtration of this Truth,.,: Bur aoc 
aperſtiriouſly ro. ſtick ro the, words. of the Bible, as 
my meaning is nor that it is abſolutely-neceſlary to 
do, we may uſe ſuch as exactly agree with the,Lath- 
rude or generality thereof. And it is certain that 
Projers and. Diſcourſes contained in - thoſe Terms, 
will anſwer the ends of Religion, and will be edify- 
ing to all Men. Yer, 
_ Laſtly, If any thought Scriprural, Devorions were 
SERIE rekerk - rokes cbey thooghe 45, yhap 
might eaſily make up, for themſelves, in their private 
Exerciſes. , There they may enter into as many Parti- 
culars, as they ſhall judge good. Then if upon the 
account of any particular Sentiments of their own that 
may be expreſſed in Prayers, - they break with others 
that will keep to the generality of Scripture in Publick 
Worſhip ; vibbly they are-guilry of Schiſm, and una= 
voidably. accountable for all the miſchievous Conſe- 
quents thereof : Woe therefore unto rhem thar thus 
cauſcleſly obſtruct the Peace, and hinder the Re-union 
ff Chriſtians, | 
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f by net guages never were. exactly agreeable. in 
all Particulars tg the Latitude of the Texms of Scrip- 
rure-in the Original, and a__ he gener. of of Chri- 
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fe@"'Proſetyte 'yeneronſly upon: him: the char 
of building a Syndgorue under che: Jew! Dilpenfation, 
(as! wE te, Luke 45.) when Life and Itmmorrality 
Were ſo darkly thidowed ;''wharic4h 'we-nor 
rabk'and*rich Menwill'do for che:glory of 
he good of 'the Church, and: rheirteverlaſtibg- Bene» 
diction; under the-Chriſtian Occonomyr'which - 
ſefits us with '{o"*exceeding great-and \precious Bro 
wifes? All the Trouble'and' Expence' they: can: be at 
wp nit wary, 0 jt mr Fr marn mane 
a in to them, "being>an' le ro 
Almighty God, and thereby laying up for themſelves 
Treaſures in the Heavens, that fail not,” Mas. 6. 20. 

- Secondly, An” indifferent” Verſion, -when' no- beter 
can be had, may ſuffice for the things abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary ro Salvarjon. / Even; a Roman Catholick Pre- 
late could fay;” That «fl Verfions exhibit the ſame 
Laws, the ſame Predifions, the ſame Hiſtory, the ſame 
Body of Doerine, avid \in fine, ' the' ſame Subſtance of 
Religion, Ir is nor therefore of an indiſpenſable Ne- 
ceflity that the generaliry of :Chriftians ſhould be ca- 
'pable'r6- judge of- Verſions, | Thar difficulty, and the 
tice, 46*nort concern them ; as the famous and learned 
Monſieur Claude (excellently ſhews, in his Defence of 


the Reformation,” ugainft a Book inxituled, (Prey; 
"Legfrimes, 'i. e.) Warranteble Prejadiver, eras 


"1673." Second Part, 'Chap.'g.-p.119 53+ &c:- + 
45" & Feriptute, ſaith be, is 'the Rule: of | Faith in» two 


£0; 4 (either to form the Faich -in- the higheſt 


* degree of Fulneſs and Perfection that Man is+ca- 
ree ſufficient'to' Salvarion. In rhe firft re- 


ho pale of in thiy Life or meerly to form the Fairh 
n a 


«© ſpect, Scriprare is the” Rule of Fairh, nor only by 
thoſe. Things that'ir-conrainerh: (clearly ; bur, ge- 
-* erally, by all that is conrain'd therein; wherher in 
"5- 


(Expreſs Terms or in Terms equivalent;:ot:by near 


'Wigr remote Conſequences ; in a word, in any man- 
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Perſons ” the 
t ters'of 
Peg vſelves/ of {ty rue” Senſe ; 
> eB tag ive ib outly witptalted 
;they'are" there propoſed in ſo: many 
ure/thefein ſo d, the one 
« there [aid down ih'a manner 
ff for alt 'rhat'is neceſſary to the 
ro the Conſolation 
bore 'and to the SanRification of the 
- « Soul, thar wich the Divine Grace which accompa- 
& ies" the' Word; "God's People need no-more than 
44 that” of the” of their- Fairh 


the” Seviprite "ir" ſetf makis,” tw" difcern and 

© Frntieadtem: nnd to thein in cheir Hearrs, 
theteſt form a righr'Faith. ”' Thar undoubredly 

$6 fBcient'rd/ Sitvation. © Therefore all this evidently 


thews het the, dg nos is'not ar all unpracti- 
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| en mat alibibe confiered 3 "| 
48*this* That no" Cheiftion Aſſembly 'or Society 'ican 
| vol ; "and. Waintained or kept up with any Or- 

#, "without derormining Famed 3nc ay Soo rp 
| "ngre thiln "the Laxitade imported by 
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5 .che Papilts eſteem: imports; .[Fhar, 
Coe ary ei ivr} 
whthe Univerſal! Church! on-Earrh; and. 


thav thoſe are/nor true Satramens which are'conſecra- 
cd and adminiftred by Men, who derive-.nb theie Au- 
tbority from him, nor that a Chriſtian, Church, which 
owns him not!for the Univerſal Head; In like man- 
ner, ſuppoſe a ſcriptural Sociery be eſtabliſhed, if he 
ufeth rhe-Lord's Prayer, or any; other. Form -ia her 
Aﬀemblies, | ſhe determineth "that the-uſe of Forms 8 
lawful; if ſhe uſe them; nor, , ſhe determinerh them th 
be unlawful. Which-way foever be dorermined, what 
becomes of the. Scriptural. Latitude;..,the free Libe: 

to: every one 10 judge for himſelf, and. che fir, and ra- 
tional, S&riptural way. of Uni 2.1 It. cannor berre 
guced to Practice, withoar contradicting icgown Prin- 


ples. | | > 
mY Anſwer, The Method of Spripture ivthe propereft 
and \firreſt Merhod of Union, | as hath been demonſtra- 
ted by unan(werable Arguments; bne yet; as bath al- 
ſo been ſaid, irdath nor wholly rake. away all poflib- 
lity of Diviſion, jt is only-the beſt and moſt warrantable 
"way to prevent it, . or rather the only Way. agreeabls 
to Reaſon and Scriprwe. . And that in doth nor contra> 
dict ir ſelf, as is pretended in either of che Members 
of this Argument, willappear if-it be conſidered; ;thar 
the eſſence of the Meehad of Union agreeable ro Scrip- 
ture conſiſts not-in making no Regulations nor Deter- 
minations art all, -bur in making n& more Dererminari» 
ons than is abſolutely neceſſary to the making up; ofa 
Scripture! Society! -'\ Thoſe that are . are ſuff- 
-ciently juſtified by their necefliry... Add" the ng. 

\ their 
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x 8'Confenr' of 

*7|Conſent" 6f'Farhers' of anorher ge; the Kink 

G: ©5df Bite monotone ' anocher Age” 2 
'of Scriptureure pretende@, 

KytherE urs few orrnone to be: found”: No Tratiri- 


DE OENT Seriprure, can"'derive”ir felf from 
#,"but may be plainly'p proved, "either ro 
Re a he<in-in Age after Chriſt, 
"gr thar'in ſtich Sf Age i EN. In a Word 
ogy he dey My wird aps 
n'to build'u his 
© rherefore; pre Pryvgcs, T have'reaſon eb delivye 
Yet wilt:profeſs,vaccot8ingto this] wilt live;'and 
for his; ifithere be occaſion,” T wilt not only witling- 
"bur ever$ladty'1ofe my! Lifej” tho! I ſhould be 
tar Obriſtians'ſhoutd rake ir from me; "I wi 
6 'Maw rheileſs for differing in Opinion from 
"ne and what/Meaſure I tyere 76 others, I ex 
6 from" them agaitt'1-am-fully affared thar God: 
<'16t; and rherefote that ' Men dught not to require 
#/ ay more” than'this} To believe the Scriprare to be 
*©God's Word, ro endeavour'ts find the rrue Senſe of 
3'jr,- and v6 live'ateording ror." 
% *1T his is the Religion which I have' hoſes ater” 2 
Deliberarion,” and I am verify perſuaded that 
ff hns choſen wiſely ;-for the Scripture being all true, 
"Tam ſecured; by: bdiovitg nothing ef{6, that 1hall 
5)helieve- no. Falliood” 25 frarrer of Faith * An&'if'l 
us Senſ® of 'Scriprure, (and ſo faff into" Er- 
*'r6r,. yerT km ſecure” from ary Dariger thereby j be- 
»\ eaſe avouring! to fied the true Senſe of! Serip- 
Jon F cattinor bur hold) my- Brrorwirhour _— 
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« and be ready to forſake it, when a more yp 906 


oh ore probable Senſe ſhall appear MNTO-WE. | 151 3G; 


<4 Men inftead.of being, Colvenile, Lutherans, 
«auld, themſelyes,:. become,...and be;con i 
« prþers ſhould be. plain. and. honeft. Chr Hall 


þ Mra,woald believe che Scrapeure me Bot 
*Jelyes from Prejudice and Paſkon,,, would. fincerely- 
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